
 

In your gardens 

Privet Hawk-moth 

Elephant Hawk-moth  

Box Tree Moth 

Hedgehogs 

Foxes 

Squirrel 

Common Blue Damselfly 
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sightings 
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The Monthly Buzz - August 
 

August, much ado about the same! 
Wildlife in August is more of the same rather than anything new. That being said, Rep-
tiles and Amphibians seem to have the monopoly on babies. Grass Snakes will hatch 
between August and October and this is the month for going on a froglet/toadlet/
newtlet hunt!  Slow Worms will give birth to small red or gold young. Happy hunting! 

Insect populations are still on the rise, birds and bats appreciate the availability of food. 
Butterfly numbers peak whilst Dragonflies and Damselflies enjoy the sun. Grasshoppers 
and Crickets are a regular sound in the evenings. House Martins will finally emerge from 
their mud cup nests. Flocks of Swallows may be seen and the Swifts are starting to leave 
on migration. 

You may spot Mice and Voles venturing for any discarded seed from your birdfeeders. 
Interestingly, you may start noticing dead Shrews—they have strong scent glands that 
make them distasteful to any predators so they tend to be left well alone. 

Water may be in short supply this month so be sure to put out some fresh water for the 
wildlife. For those of you that have ponds these may need to be topped up; ideally with 
rain water but tap water can be used in small amounts.  

Wildlife to Look For 

• Hobbies are the last of the raptors to breed so many will still have dependents in-
creasing your chance to spot them hunting to feed their young.  

• The Red Mason Bee is a solitary bee aptly named for it’s nesting in the crumbling 
mortar of old walls. 

• Violet Ground Beetles have an eye catching metallic-purple sheen. 

Take action for Wildlife 
An average garden accommodates more than 2,000 different species of insect! Very few 
of these creatures cause significant damage to our prized plants, and there are many 
more insects that actually help us to control the ones that do! By providing the right 
habitats, we can greatly increase the number of ‘beneficial’ insects in the garden. 
One way to increase the comfort of your patch for insects is to build them a bug man-
sion. 
 
Check out this guide on how to build a bug mansion. 

 

Spotted! 
Since our last newsletter.. 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/reptiles/grass-snake
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/reptiles/slow-worm
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/butterflies
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/dragonflies
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/damselflies
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/grasshoppers-and-crickets
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/grasshoppers-and-crickets
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/birds/swallows-swift-martins-and-nightjar/house-martin
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/birds/swallows-swift-martins-and-nightjar/swallow
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/birds/swallows-swift-martins-and-nightjar/swift
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/mammals/harvest-mouse
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/mammals/field-vole
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/mammals/common-shrew
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/birds/birds-prey/hobby
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/bees-and-wasps/red-mason-bee
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/beetles/violet-ground-beetle
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/actions/how-build-bug-mansion





