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WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 10

th
 March 2020 at 7.30pm in the Sports Pavilion, 

Recreation Ground, Whitfield, Dover. 
 

Present 
Councillor J. Goodsell (Chair) 

Councillor W. Bowman  
Councillor C. Coleman 

Councillor C. Moore 
Councillor S. Rashid 

Councillor J. Cummings 
Councillor K. Gowland 

 
Apologies:  Councillor K. Colyer and Councillor J. Gould. 
 
Reason for Absence: Accepted by the Council   
          
In Attendance:   Mrs J. Matcham (Parish Clerk), Mrs L. Rashid (Deputy Clerk), 3 members of the 

public (representatives of St Peters’ Church).   
 
Absent:  Kent County Councillor G. Lymer, Dover District Councillor N. Collor and Dover 

District Councillor J. Back. 
 
 
250.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
None. 
 

 
251.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    

 
 The Council considered the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11

th
 February 

 2020.   
  

  RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of 11
th
 February 2020 be accepted and signed by 

   the Chair.    
   
 
252.    FINANCE 
 

The Council considered the Finance report to 29
th
 February 2020. 

 
The Council noted the most recent bank reconciliation for the Parish bank accounts. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Finance Report to the end of February 2020 be accepted and signed  

 by the Chair.  The bank reconciliation is noted.  
 
 

253. COMMITTEES  
 
The Council noted the Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee, which 

 took place on 25
th
 February 2020. 

 
The Council considered the Resolved to Recommend item at Minute Number 246 from the 
Recreation and Committee Meeting of 25

th
 February 2020. 
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RESOLVED: That the quotation received from Landscape Services at an annual cost of 
£4572.67 not inclusive of VAT, be accepted for the 2020/2021 cutting season.      

 
   

254. MATTERS ARISING 
 
The Actions List from February’s Parish Council Meeting were noted. 
 
The Clerk updated the Council on the following matters:     
        

 That the mole control on the Recreation Ground continues.   

 That the new benches for the exterior of the play area fence are on order and expected to be 
delivered after 16

th
 March.   

 That the installation of the new basketball chains is complete.  

 That the application for the new Parish Council Bank Account is delayed as the Clerk is awaiting 
information from Councillors.    

 That the provider for the new Parish Council website has been instructed, further contact and 
details are awaited.    

 That the new ID cards for Councillors and staff are on order and expected to be ready w/c 
16/03/20.      

 That a quotation to convert the Pavilion lighting to LED has been received.  This will be passed to 
the Recreation and Amenities Committee for further consideration.       

 That further information and quotations for ‘acoustic solutions’ for the Pavilion Main Hall have 
been received.  This will be passes to the Recreation and Amenities Committee for further 
consideration.     

 That quotes and further information for the removal of the Youth Shelter on the Recreation 
Ground are being sought.   

 That a Newsletter item has been placed regarding taking home rubbish from the Recreation 
Ground for recycling.  Notices will be produced for placing at the Recreation Ground access 
points.   

 That legal advice has been sought regarding ownership / responsibility of land which borders the 
Recreation Ground access.  This will be passed to the Recreation and Amenities Committee for 
further consideration.   

 That Staff Appraisals are currently taking place.   

 That the removal of two trees from the Recreation Ground and associated stump grinding and 
mulching remains ongoing.     

  
 

255. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 The Clerk has received the following correspondence in the preceding period: 
              

 A letter of thanks from Pegasus Play Scheme following the Council’s financial donation.  

 Report from a member of the public regarding the non-functioning streetlight on the pathway 
between the Village Hall and Mayfield Road.    

 Report that the Village Hall directional sign on Sandwich Road has come down.   

 A report of an intermittent strong smell of sewage at the Pavilion.  

 A report of damage to a tree on the Recreation Ground by a group of youths. 

 An enquiry regarding whether the Village Fayre will be taking place. 

 Changes to the PRS / PPL tariff for Parish Council events. 

 Notification that a new badminton club will be commencing at Christ Church Academy on 
Monday evenings. 

 
 

256. PCSO UPDATE  
 
 The Council noted the update provided by PCSO Connor Fennessy for February. 
 

The Council also noted the improvement in liaison between the PCSO and the Clerk, which is greatly 
appreciated by the Council.  

 
 
257.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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There were no issues raised by Members of the Public.   
   

 
            

258.  DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 
Dover District Councillor N. Collor was not in attendance and no update report was received. 
 
Dover District Councillor J. Back was not in attendance and no update report was received.  

 
Kent County Councillor G. Lymer was not in attendance and no update report was received.  

 
 
259. REPORTS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
The Council noted Councillor K. Gowland’s verbal update following the Whitfield and Aspen School 
Travel Committee Meeting which took place last week.  The minutes will be forwarded, once they are 
received.       
 
Councillor C. Coleman gave a brief verbal report regarding the most recent Meeting of the Whitfield 
Village Hall Management Committee.    
 
Councillor W. Bowman gave a brief verbal update following her attendance at the recent Local Plan 
Meeting which took place today.   
 
There were no other reports for the Parish Council to note / consider.  

  
  

260.  HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 
 

Councillor K. Gowland updated the Council on his findings regarding the ‘Whitfield’ sign which stood 
on Whitfield Hill approaching the roundabout.  Further enquiries will be made as to responsibility to 
replace. 
 
Councillor K. Gowland updated the Council that he has requested that the Village Hall directional sign 
on Sandwich Road be reinstated.   
 
Councillor K. Gowland reported that he is making enquiries as to the responsibility for the streetlight 
on the pathway between the Village Hall and Mayfield Road. 
 
Councillor C. Coleman advised that the ‘Whitfield’ sign on Whitfield Hill has still not been replaced.  
The damaged sign was removed, but no other action has been taken.  Councillor K. Gowland will 
make further enquiries.   
 
There were no other Highways and Transportation issues for discussion that have not been 
discussed at previous points in the Meeting.   
 
 

261. McDONALD’S COMMUNITY PROJECT 
 

The Council were updated regarding the proposed Community Project, led by McDonald’s to give the 
underpass an update.  Liaison is underway with Highway’s England.  Further information will be 
shared as it is known. 
 
Councillor C. Coleman reported that she had a very productive meeting with a member of the 
McDonald’s Management Team and they are keen to support the Parish Council’s village events 
going forward.   
    
 

262. WHITFIELD JUNIORS FOOTBALL CLUB  
 

The Council considered any issues relating to Whitfield Juniors use of the Pavilion, Recreation 
Ground and storage facilities.   
 
The Council noted that the requested signed Terms & Conditions has not been returned.  The Clerk is 
asked to issue further correspondence to representatives of the Club to establish why.      
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263. NEWSLETTER INCLUSION ITEM  
 

The Council considered the request from the Riverside Centre for inclusion of an article in the Parish 
Newsletter. 

 
RESOLVED: That following discussion the Parish Council will not accept the article as the 

Riverside Centre is not a Whitfield organization. 
 
 
264. CORONAVIRUS  
 

The Parish Council noted the information issued by the Parish Clerk regarding Coronavirus.  The 
matter will be closely monitored and a contingency plan will be created, taking advice and guidance 
from NALC and other Stakeholders.  Notices will be placed in the Pavilion for increased hygiene 
awareness.   
 

 
265. DONATIONS / SUBSCRIPTIONS  
 

The Council considered the renewal of the Parish Clerk’s membership to SLCC for the 2020/2021 
year at a cost of £161.00. 
 
The Council considered the request for a donation contribution to the Whitfield Village Hall for 
upgrading the furniture and curtains.   
 
The Council considered the request from Dover, Deal & District Citizens Advice to support them in 
their expansion plans.    
 
The Council considered the request from St Peters Church, Whitfield for a contribution to the required 
roof repair works fund.  
 
The Council considered the request from Kent Surrey Air Ambulance for a donation of £250.00 to 
support continued running costs. 
 
RESOLVED: 1) That the Clerks membership to SLCC shall be renewed at a cost of £161.00. 
 
 2) That a donation cannot be made to the Whitfield Village Hall for the items 

requested, as they have already been purchased and received.  The Parish Council 
cannot ‘reimburse’ for items already obtained.     

   
3) That a donation in the sum of £100.00 shall be made to Dover, Deal and District 
Citizens Advice. 
 
4) That a donation to a maximum of £10,000.00 shall be made available to St 
Peter’s Church for the repairs to the church roof.  The sum of £10,000.00 shall be 
reduced by any sum that can be obtained from other funding sources.   
 
5) That a donation in the sum of £100.00 be made to Kent, Surrey Air Ambulance.   
 
 

266. EVENTS  
 
 The Council noted the Town and Parish Event from Dover District Council regarding the Local Plan 

and Community Safety, taking place on Wednesday 25
th
 March at 6.00pm. 

 
 The Council considered attendance at Dover District Council’s Lower Thames Crossing Consultation 

Event, taking place on Friday 20
th
 March, 10am at Cruise Terminal 2, Western Docks, Dover at 

9.00am.  Councillor’s S. Rashid and J. Cummings shall attend to represent Whitfield Parish Council.  
 

The Council noted the UK Power Networks Roadshow event, taking place at the Brighton i360 on 
Tuesday 17

th
 March at 9.30am. 
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267.  VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

The next Meeting of the Events Working Group will take place on Friday 27
th
 March 2020, 9.15am, at 

the Sports Pavilion.  
 
The Parish Council will adhere to any Guidance issued by the Government or Stakeholders when 
considering whether to continue with planned Village Events.    

     
     

268.  DEVELOPMENT IN WHITFIELD 
 
The Parish Council noted the Planning Application comments which have been submitted by the 
Clerk using delegated powers.   
 
The Parish Council noted and discussed the ‘Prohibition of Turning’ proposals in respect of Singledge 
Lane.   
 
 

269. USE OF THE CLERKS TIME  
 

The Parish Council discussed appropriate use of the Clerks time.  It is specifically requested that 
Councillors ensure that they are aware of the Clerks responsibilities in respect of reporting of 
problems and issues.  Items have been placed in the Parish Newsletter at various times to ensure 
that members of the public are signposted to the correct organization, Councillors are requested to 
ensure that they also use the same routeways to report problems.   
 
 

270.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

Councillor S. Rashid confirmed that he attended the ‘Visit to Bewsborough Parish by the Bishop of 
Dover, Rose Hudson-Wilkin, which took place at Elvington Community Centre on Tuesday 25

th
 

February 2020 at 6pm.  Councillor S. Rashid reported that the event was enjoyable and well 
attended.   
 
   

 
The meeting closed at 21.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNCILLOR J. GOODSELL  
 CHAIR 


