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WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 11

th
 June 2020 at 7.30pm via BT MeetMe 

Telephone Conferencing. 
 

Present 

 
Councillor J. Goodsell (Chair) 

Councillor W. Bowman 
Councillor C. Coleman 
Councillor K. Gowland 

Councillor J. Cummings 
Councillor S. Rashid 
Councillor C. Moore 

 
Apologies:   Councillor J. Gould, Councillor K. Colyer and DDC Councillor J. Back 
 
Reasons for Absence: Accepted by the Council 
 
Absent:   KCC Councillor G. Lymer   
          
In Attendance:   Mrs J. Matcham (Parish Clerk), Mrs L. Rashid (Deputy Clerk) and DDC Councillor N 

Collor.   
 
      
1.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
None declared.   

 
 
2.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    

 
 The Council considered the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10

th
 March 2020. 

 
  RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of 10

th
 March 2020 be accepted and signed  

   by the Chair.    
   
 
3.    FINANCE 
 

The Council noted the Internal Auditor’s completion of the Annual Internal Audit Certificate 2019 / 
2020. 
 
The Council considered the Annual Governance Statement for 2019 / 2020. 
 
The Council considered the Bank Reconciliation for 2019 / 2020. 
 
The Council considered the Accounting Statements for 2019 / 2020. 
 
The Council considered the variance report for 2019 / 2020. 
 
The Council considered the Finance report to the end of May 2020. 
 
RESOLVED: a) That the Annual Governance Statement for 2019 / 2020 be approved and signed 
 by the Chair. 
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 b) That the Bank Reconciliation for year ending 2019 / 2020 be approved and 
 signed by the Chairman. 
 
 c) That the Accounting Statements for year ending 2019 / 2020 be approved and 
 signed by the Chair. 
 

 d) That the Variance Report for year ending 2019 / 2020 be approved and signed 
by the Chair.    

 
 d) That the Finance Report to the end of May 2020 be accepted and signed by the 

 Chair.  
 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
 
The Clerk updated the Council on the following matters:     
        

 That the transition of the Parish Council Bank Account is now completed. 

 That 9 planning applications have been received and distributed to Councillor W. Bowman 
and Councillor S. Rashid since the last Parish Council Meeting.  Comments have been 
submitted as indicated. 

 That the Clerk remains in regular contact with staff.  Day to day tasks and responsibilities are 
continuing. 

 

 
5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 
 

 
6.  DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 
Dover District Councillor N. Collor was in attendance and provided the following update report: 
 

 That Brexit plans are still continuing.  The proposal for holding Dover bound freight at 
Manston is no longer being considered. 

 DDC business continues with Officers and Councillors working from home and virtual 
meetings being held. 

 DDC’s Covid Community Hub to support residents continues with adjusted operating hours 
to reflect the decrease in demand. 

 DDC has also set up a Covid Business Hub to support the re-opening of local traders and 
premises.   

 Work has been on-going regarding the regeneration of the High Street.  Even more 
important in post lockdown times. 

 Dover Fastrack is progressing.  The next formal report is due to be presented to DDC 
around the 6

th
 July, with a planning application expected in mid August. 

 
At the conclusion of Councillor Collor’s report, the Chair thanked him for his on-going communications 
in these recent times, which have been shared with Councillors and the wider community as 
appropriate.   

 
Dover District Councillor J. Back was not in attendance however, he provided an update report on the 
following matters: 

 

 Concerns from residents of lack of information flow regarding the installation of the 
attenuation tank and bund at Field View Road / Bowman’s Place including the height of the 
bund, provision of the promised open green space and landscaping and the provision of a 
medical centre at the site in the future. 

 Further discussion regarding the Rapid Bus Route at Richmond Park (now referred to as 
Dover Fast Track) has been taking place and is on-going.   

 
Kent County Councillor G. Lymer was not in attendance and no update report was received.    
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7. OTHER PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS  

 
Councillors raised the following matters for discussion: 
 

 Councillor C. Coleman raised the matter of re-opening the MUGA and outdoor spaces.  Risk 
Assessment will be required to identify reasonable steps to comply with Covid Guidelines.   
The Clerk shall contact the DDC Hub to obtain appropriate signage and any guidance that is 
available.  Councillor Coleman confirmed the ease of use of the Unity Bank Account, on-line 
authorization. 

 Councillor C. Moore confirmed that she has undertaken de-fibrilator checks.  

 Councillor J. Cummings also confirmed that she too had undertaken de-fibrilator checks. 

 The Chair indicated that there has been some discussion on social media regarding dogs 
allowed to run loose on the Recreation Ground and the lack of control of some dogs on 
‘extendable’ leads. 

 The Clerk advised Councillors that she had received communication from Whitfield Juniors 
regarding resuming use of facilities for training.  Councillors instructed that they are not 
prepared to allow use to resume until the required Terms & Conditions are signed and 
returned and Covid Risk Assessments have been undertaken. 

 The Clerk re-iterated the requirement of the Council to take ‘reasonable steps’ in preparation 
for the re-opening of Council facilities.  

 
 

8.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

Councillors raised the following matters for information: 
 

 The Chair expressed thanks and gratitude to Parish Council staff for maintaining service in 
difficult times and providing continuation of duties.  Councillors present echoed the Chairs 
comments. 

 Councillor K. Gowland indicated that the use of the booking system for the local Waste and 
Recycling site appeared to be working well.  Councillor K. Gowland also commented on the 
re-opening of the McDonald’s Whitfield site, traffic and litter. 

 The Clerk asked Councillors whether they were in agreement for the re-order of bags for the 
dog poo bag dispenser bins - Councillors were in favour.  The Clerk also advised that she 
would be forwarding an email from NALC in respect of the Model Code of Conduct 
Consultation.  The Clerk advised that although the SID has not been re-located recently, she 
and the Groundsman continue to replace the battery regularly and hope to download the 
information and re-site in the near future.   

 
 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 20.30 
COUNCILLOR J. GOODSELL  

 CHAIR 


