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WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 11

th
 February 2020 at 7.30pm in the Sports Pavilion, 

Recreation Ground, Whitfield, Dover. 
 

Present 
Councillor J. Goodsell (Chair) 

Councillor W. Bowman  
Councillor C. Coleman 

Councillor C. Moore 
Councillor S. Rashid 

Councillor J. Cummings 
Councillor K. Gowland 

 
Apologies:  Councillor K. Colyer, Councillor J. Gould. 
 
Reason for Absence: Accepted by the Council   
          
In Attendance:   Mrs J. Matcham (Parish Clerk), Mrs L. Rashid (Deputy Clerk), Kent County 

Councillor G. Lymer, Dover District Councillor N. Collor and 1 member of the public. 
 
 
223.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
The Chair, Councillor J. Goodsell declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 15 (Minute Number 
236).   
 
There were no other Declarations of interest. 
 

 
224.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    

 
 The Council considered the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14

th
 January 

 2020.   
  

  RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of 14
th
 January 2020 be accepted and signed by  

   the Chair.    
   
 
225.    FINANCE 
 

The Council considered the Finance report to 31
st
 January 2020. 

 
The Council noted the most recent bank reconciliation for the Parish bank accounts. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Finance Report to the end of January 2020 be accepted and signed  

 by the Chair.  The bank reconciliation is noted.  
 
 

226. COMMITTEES  
 
The Council noted the Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee, which 

 took place on 28
th
 January 2020. 

 
The Council noted the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Committee, which took place on 3

rd
 

 February 2020. 
 
The Council considered the future arrangements for Meetings of the Planning Committee. 
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RESOLVED: That in the future, it will not be necessary for the Planning Committee to meet on a 
monthly basis.  Planning applications will continue to be sent to members of the 
Planning Committee for comment, and comments submitted will be included in the 
main Parish Council Meeting for note.  Should a member of the Planning 
Committee consider that an application requires full discussion, a Meeting may be 
convened in conjunction with the Clerk and Planning Committee Chair (Councillor 
S. Rashid abstained from the vote in this matter).      

 
 
With the agreement of Members present, the Chair accepted a change to the order of the Agenda. 
 
 

227.  DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 
Dover District Councillor N. Collor was in attendance and gave the following update report: 
 

 He attended a recent Meeting with Police Inspector McCormick who has responsibility for 
PCSO’s.  He is pleased to note that effective liaison with the new PCSO is being established. 

 That a Climate Emergency has been declared, locally issues being looked at include tree 
planting, air quality and electric vehicle provision (including buses) along with appropriate 
infrastructure. 

 On-going discussion around parking provision at Dover Priory rail station. 

 Overnight lorry parking in the District. 

 Liaison with Highways England regarding the traffic problems at Whitfield and Duke of Yorks’ 
roundabouts. 

 Dover District Council will be opposing the Development Consent Order for the Lower Thames 
Crossing until infrastructure on the connecting road routes are addressed.  

 
Kent County Councillor G. Lymer was in attendance and gave the following update report:  

 

 Lower Thames Crossing (already covered by Councillor Collor). 

 The Corona Virus – Kent County Council is working closely with NHS England in respect of 
Infection Control and making information available to the public as soon as practical.   

 Attendance at a recent Meeting regarding liaison with European Countries following the UK’s 
departure from the EU and future liaison arrangements regarding import and export of goods and 
services.  A Liaison Officer will be identified for each Country with regular review of matters.  It is 
hoped that a website will be commissioned to provide a central point for information sharing. 

 Councillor Lymer has now received some additional information as to the delay with the proposal 
to reduce the speed limit in Sandwich Road.  He will now move forward with the information in 
the hope that this can now be expedited.  If the requested decrease to the speed limit is 
accepted, he would also like to consider ‘build out’s’ which will also act as a deterrent to excess 
speeds.   

 Correspondence with a local cyclist regarding the issues faced in using a push cycle at the 
Whitfield roundabout.     

  
Dover District Councillor J. Back was not in attendance and no update report was received.  
 
   

228. MATTERS ARISING 
 
The Clerk updated the Council on the following matters:     
        

 That the replacement of the safety surfaces around certain items of play equipment has now 
been completed.   

 Remaining actions from the 2019 Annual Play Area Inspection are in hand. 

 That mole control for the Recreation Ground remains on-going.  

 That the required responsibilities for Re-enrolment (Auto Enrolment) for Pensions are now 
complete.   

 That the new benches for the external boundary of the new play area have been ordered, 
expected delivery 27/02/2020.    

 That new basketball chains have been received for the MUGA.  One has been fitted, the second 
will be completed in the next week or so.     

 That further information and quotations for ‘acoustic solutions’ for the Pavilion Main Hall are 
being sought.     

 That the new IT equipment for the Parish Office is now set up and operational.   
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 That the new banking arrangements for the Parish current account are in progress.   

 That the Precept demand has been submitted to Dover District Council. 

 That Cantium has been instructed as the new provider of the Parish Council website. 

 ID cards for Members and staff remain on-going. 

 That a tree in Sandwich Road was knocked down in the strong winds at the weekend.  It has now 
been removed.   

  
 

229. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 The Clerk has received the following correspondence in the preceding period: 
              

 Inclusions / removals / errors / administration for the Parish Newsletter. 

 Concern regarding HGV use of Sandwich Road.   

 A Grant / Donation enquiry from a local organization.   

 Lost property enquiry.   
 
 

230. PCSO UPDATE  
 
 The Council noted the update provided by PCSO Connor Fennessy for January. 
 

The Council also noted that PCSO Fennessy will be undertaking ‘Surgery’ sessions at the Whitfield 
Farmers’ Market, between 11am and 12noon on February 13

th
, March 12

th
 and April 9

th
. 

 
 
231.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

A member of the public raised concerns regarding the signage that has recently appeared on 
Sandwich Road notifying of works taking place at the junction of Sandwich Road and Bewsbury Cross 
Lane.  The Clerk has not been notified of the works and has no further information.   
 
A member of the public also requested clarification as to access to Archers Court Road following the 
proposed installation of bus gates to the new development.   

 
            

232. REPORTS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The Council noted Councillor K. Gowland’s report following the KALC Area Committee Report 
following the Meeting on 29

th
 January 2020.     

 
Councillor C. Coleman gave a brief verbal report regarding the most recent Meeting of the Whitfield 
Village Hall Management Committee.    
 
The Chair enquired whether the Minutes of the recent School Travel Committee Meeting had been 
circulated.  The Clerk will check.   
 
There were no other reports for the Parish Council to note / consider.  

  
  

233.  HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 
 

Councillor C. Coleman enquired as to the traffic access arrangements for the Retail Park 
development behind Lidl. 
 
Councillor C. Coleman advised that the ‘Whitfield’ sign on Whitfield Hill has still not been replaced.  
The damaged sign was removed, but no other action has been taken.  Councillor K. Gowland will 
make further enquiries.   
 
There were no Highways and Transportation issues for discussion that have not been discussed at 
previous points in the Meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

Draft Minutes to be agreed at the next Parish Meeting                                        68 

234. PARISH BASIC ALLOWANCE 2019/2020 
 

The Council considered the Clerk’s report regarding payment of the Parish Basic Allowance for the 
2019/2020 financial year. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Basic Allowance shall be payable to qualifying Councillors with the 

current rate of inflation increase applied to last year's payable amount.    
    
 

235. WHITFIELD JUNIORS FOOTBALL CLUB  
 

The Council considered any issues relating to Whitfield Juniors use of the Pavilion, Recreation 
Ground and storage facilities.   
 
Councillor C. Moore raised concern as to the over flow parking arrangements and parking on the road 
when football matches are taking place.   
 
The Council were disappointed to note that representatives of Whitfield Juniors Football Club were 
not in attendance following recent correspondence and the issue of additional Terms and Conditions.  
 
The Clerk is asked to issue further correspondence to representatives of the Club and request the 
signed return of the Terms and Conditions document.     
 
 

236. RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MATTERS  
 

The Council considered their options as to whether to maintain or remove the Youth Shelter on the 
Recreation Ground.   
 
The Council considered options as to how they may contribute to sustainability and become more 
environmentally friendly.  An approach was made to Dover District Council in respect of provision of 
recycling facilities at the Recreation Ground and the possibility of electric vehicle charging points in 
the village.  Information received indicates that neither of these options is viable at this time. 
 
The Council discussed the conversion of the lighting throughout the Pavilion to LED.  The Clerk shall 
make further enquiries.  
 
The Council considered the possibility for provision of toilet facilities for Recreation Ground users.  
Councillors discussed the matter, however, it was decided not to pursue this further at the present 
time.  
 
Councillors discussed the provision of disability inclusive play equipment.  Councillor J Goodsell 
declared a personal interest in this item.  Further enquiries shall be made as to local requirements 
 
RESOLVED: 1) That the Youth Shelter be removed.  The Clerk is asked to make enquiries as to 

the most effective way that his may be achieved. 
 
 2) That signage will be placed on the Recreation Ground asking users to consider 

taking their rubbish home to recycle rather than use the Council provided litter bins 
which go to landfill.       

 
 
237. DONATIONS / SUBSCRIPTIONS  
 

The Council considered the renewal of the subscription to ‘Action with Communities in Rural Kent’ at 
a cost of £80.00 for the 2020/2021 year. 
 
The Council considered the request from Pegasus Play Scheme for a donation to support their 
ongoing work in 2020. 
 
RESOLVED: 1) That the Parish Council subscription to Action with Communities in Rural Kent 

shall be renewed for the 2020/2021 year at a cost of £80.00. 
 
 2) That a donation of £1000.00 shall be made to Pegasus Play Scheme to support 

their ongoing works.   
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238.  VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

The Council noted the update following the Meeting of the Events Working Group on 24
th
 January 

2020.   
 
The Council considered the budget provision for the Annual Children’s Easter Party, taking place on 
Friday 10

th
 April 2020.     

 
RESOLVED: That a budget provision of £200.00 shall be made available to the Event’s Group to 

cover the associated costs of the Children’s Easter party. 
 
The next Meeting of the Events Working Group will take place on Friday 27

th
 March 2020, 9.15am, at 

the Sports Pavilion.   
     
     

239.  DEVELOPMENT IN WHITFIELD 
 
Relevant matters regarding development in Whitfield have already been covered at previous points in 
the Meeting.        
 
 

240.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

The Clerk informed Councillors that invitations had been received to the following Events: 
 
Visit to Bewsborough Parish by the Bishop of Dover, Rose Hudson-Wilkin, taking place at Elvington 
Community Centre, Tuesday 25

th
 February 2020 at 6pm. 

 
The Lord Lieutenant of Kent’s Civic Service, taking place at Canterbury Cathedral on Tuesday 17

th
 

March 2020, latest arrival, 10.40am. 
 
VE 75 ‘A Nation’s Toast’, taking place at Dover Castle on Friday 8

th
 May 2020, 2pm arrival. 

 
Information regarding the events will be sent to all Councillors.  If you are interested in attending, 
please inform the Clerk by Friday 14

th
 February to enable RSVP.   

 
Councillor W. Bowman enquired as to the responsibility for maintenance of the ‘verge’ by the bus-top 
at the Fish and Chip shop on Sandwich Road as the ‘Sandwich Road’ road sign is obscured by 
overgrown vegetation.     
   

 
The meeting closed at 21.35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNCILLOR J. GOODSELL  
 CHAIR 


