
   

  

 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 10
th

 January 2006 in 

the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; M. Morgan; D. Ditcher; S. Rashid;  

C. Moore; R. Burnett; P. Capper; A. Race; K. Gowland; L. Brooks; 

K. Barraclough; S. Gowland 

Cllr. G. Morgan attended for part of the meeting 

Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden; DDC Ward Cllr. Lodge  

Southern Gas Network representatives, Mr J. Goodwin and Mr S. 

Witlock; Dover Express Correspondent, Mr A. Scillitoe 

Approximately 8 members of the general public 

 

Apologies:  None 

      

Absent:  None 

 

 

Cllr. G. Morgan was awaiting an urgent phone call but would hopefully attend later in the 

meeting. 

 

Cllr. Cowan stated that there would be some movement on the proposed agenda to allow 

discussions to take place with the public directly before consideration being made by the 

Parish Council for establishing a Housing Sub-Committee and also to allow the Gas Network 

representatives to advise on the imminent proposed gas works in the village, with members of 

the public still in attendance. 

  

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that the minutes of the last 

ordinary meeting were a true and accurate record of the proceedings, subject to a slight 

amendment on page 49 regarding the Parish Council’s preferred housing option.  The 

proposal regarding this had been made by Cllr. Capper and not Cllr. Ditcher as indicated.  

Carried. 

 

Notes of DDC Meeting 

 

Cllr. Cowan provided background to the request for a meeting with Dover District Council 

(DDC) saying that he felt let down by promises made by DDC in April 2005 but not followed 

up.  The content of the recent meeting with DDC was discussed, along with the events at the 

subsequent Towns and Parishes meeting, and Cllr. Cowan advised that he had requested that a 

number of Parish Councils (possibly 2) be allowed to sit on the Local Development 

Framework (LDF) board.  Clerk to follow this up.  A suggestion was also made to contact Mr 

B Curtis who (Parish Representative) to ask for his input on the matter. 

 

Matters Arising  
 

1. Vacant land between Farncombe Way and Witley Walk.    

A letter received from Miller Homes indicated that they would be prepared to transfer 

the land to neighbouring properties for a nominal fee plus legal costs.  Clerk to 

approach relevant properties to propose this and also to advise Miller of our actions. 



   

  

 

Whitfield Gas Works 

 

Two representatives from the Southern Gas Network (SGN formerly Transco) attended to talk 

about proposed works along the whole of Sandwich Road and then Archers Court Road.  The 

Sandwich Road works involve the necessary replacement of the gas main, as the existing one 

is reaching the end of its useful life.   The project has an anticipated timescale of 40 weeks 

and is due to commence towards the end of January.   A preliminary survey will be 

undertaken to try and find the best and most appropriate route for the new gas main to follow, 

but road closures and diversions may be put in place if an appropriate route cannot be easily 

found.  Various meetings have been held between SGN and Kent Highways on how to 

manage the project and Stagecoach have also been approached to consider the effect on local 

buses etc. 

 

Once work has been completed on Sandwich Road, the focus will move to Archers Court 

Road and surrounding roads.  These works will extend approximately 150m past the 

Newlands turning, but will be less disruptive, easier to manage and should not last as long.  

There should be little or no disruption to the gas service (which would only occur as the 

service was transferred from one main to the other as completed). 

 

Concerns were raised regarding access to local facilities, such as the Doctor’s surgery etc, and 

reassurances were made that access would be maintained as necessary.  This also applied for 

emergency vehicles.  Another concern centred on possible diversion routes and the problem 

with a lack of footpaths along some of these roads.  Walking along these could be dangerous 

to pedestrians, as they already have to walk in the road.  It was suggested that temporary 

reductions in speed limits along these routes were applied and SGN stated that they could 

themselves put up signs offering an advisory limit. They confirmed they would also contact 

Kent Highways to ask them to consider the request for speed reductions. 

 

Thanks were extended to SGN and a request made asking them to return to update the Parish 

Council of progress during the course of the works. 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

Cheque list for November: 

 

Jewson Ltd 57.65 Whitfield Evening W.I. 25.00 

Seeboard Energy 38.57 Jewson Ltd 53.52 

T A Ramsden 100.00 Whitfield Village Hall 25.00 

British Gas 49.67 J A Willson 203.44 

Inland Revenue 374.97 B Gardner 27.79 

J A Willson 203.66 T A Ramsden 724.49 

B Gardner 28.00 K. Gowland 71.71 

John Aspinall 

Foundation 

50.00 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. K. Gowland that the Council approve 

and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

 



   

  

Cheque list for December 

 

Glasdon U.K. 375.01 L. Brooks 17.17 

B.T. 57.77 FDWC 40.03 

Nightforce Security 2550.93 City Electrical factors 22.49 

Cleverley & Spencer 70.50 KCC (KCS) 94.00 

IJC Electrical 728.50 J.A.Willson 203.66 

Viking Direct 99.77 B. Gardner 27.78 

Kean Mowers 42.30 T.A.Ramsden 724.48 

J.A.Willson 203.66 J. Marsh 318.00 

B. Gardner 27.78 KCC (KCS) 502.25 

Inland Revenue 416.06 K. Gowland 8.08 

T.A.Ramsden 154.50 Viking Direct 101.52 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Rashid that the Council approve and 

authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

Members of the public, and the Whitfield Action Group (WAG), spoke of their continued 

concerns regarding mass housing development throughout the district being targeted at 

Whitfield.  It would appear that DDC’s preferred option for numbers throughout the whole 

district is option2 (approximately 6000 – 8000).  Kent County Council (KCC) have concerns 

about anything over this level, which might be an indicator that the associated infrastructures 

would not be provided in line with the housing developments.  Discussion followed regarding 

the level of acceptable growth in the village.  It was felt that this should be the general 

expected growth for a village such as ours, along with any improvements to local 

infrastructures. It is also important to ensure that employment is brought to the area before 

creating new housing. 

 

WAG felt that the Parish Council had formulated a strong opinion on the housing proposals 

and that WAG and the Parish Council should now work together to ensure the best possible 

outcome for the local community.  The Parish Council agreed that working together and in the 

same direction as WAG would be a positive thing to do, but the two organisations must 

remain separate.  Discussion followed about the concerns over use of greenfield sites and the 

need to protect these for future generations to come.  Concerns about the lack of 

understanding of the issues surrounding the proposed housing developments were aired, along 

with discussion about the impact on property prices that would result. 

 

WAG offered their services to support the Parish Council whenever and however possible and 

also reminded the Parish Council about their website – www.whitfieldactiongroup.co.uk. 

 

Comment was made that if the Parish Council was facing communication difficulties with 

DDC a complaint should be made to the necessary ombudsman, though it was clarified to the 

public that DDC had been advised of the Parish Council concerns at various times. 

 

Thanks were then extended to the public for their input. 

 

 

 

http://www.whitfieldactiongroup.co.uk/


   

  

Housing Developments in Whitfield – Sub-committee 

 

The Chairman had attended a meeting with WAG before Christmas and had been asked about 

the possibility of setting up a sub-committee to focus on the proposed housing developments 

in Whitfield and action requests/make responses to DDC as required.  He had also been asked 

if a WAG representative could sit on this committee. 

 

Both suggestions were put to the Parish Council and it was proposed by Cllr. Burnett and 

seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that a sub-committee be set up as suggested.  Carried. Cllrs. Cowan, 

Capper, K. Gowland, S. Gowland, Moore and M. Morgan then volunteered to become 

committee members. 

 

Consideration was then made to inviting a WAG representative to sit on the committee and it 

was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Moore that initially one 

representative should be invited onto the committee.  Carried. 

 

A document had been received from DDC regarding the LDF- Rural Settlements and this 

needed an urgent response.  A grant pack to carry out a Parish Plan had also been received 

and needed immediate attention.  The Parish Council was briefed on the reasons for 

undertaking a Parish Plan and it was unanimously considered to be a good idea to pursue this 

idea.  The clerk stated that it might be possible to arrange for members of Temple Ewell’s 

Parish Plan committee to attend and talk about how they approached the task.   

 

It was then agreed that an urgent meeting of the newly formed committee should be held on 

Thursday 12
th
 January to consider these items and respond as necessary.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

Correspondence 

 

December 05 / January 06 Correspondence 

 

Kent and Medway NHS:  Invitation to Consultation on Primary Care Trust and  

Strategic Health Authority Reconfiguration in Kent 

and Medway 

KAPC:     Vacancy for Area Secretary 

River Parish Council:   Speedwatch 

DDC:     Flat Conversion Guidelines – circulated in a  

separate envelope with main correspondence 

DDC:     Play Area Closures – clerk to write to DDC  

expressing disappointment 

DDC:     Flag Flying at Recreation Ground – clerk to apply for

      planning permission for Parish Flag and Fete Flag 

Dover Mercury Sunday Football League: Reply regarding Football match concerns 

DDC:     Budget Setting Timetable 

Allianz Cornhill:   Question re action taken to prevent further storm  

Damage – clerk to arrange for an electrician to 

check earthing to the Pavilion 

DDC:     Parish Representative to the Standards Committee –  

Cllr. Gowland will attend 

DDC(DASBU):    Restriction of consumption of intoxicating liquor in  

Designated Public Places 

KCC: Kent Minerals and Waste Development Framework  

- Statement of Community Involvement to the 

Secretary of State – clerk to check for hard copy 

Allianz Cornhill:   Insurance for Groundsman/Caretaker – clerk to  

clarify with insurance company and also to submit  



   

  

Groundsman’s job description. 

 

Olivia Davies:    WAG – Village Plan Grant Application & others  

 

Other Correspondence Circulated – December 2005 

 

Country Eye:    Crime Sheets 

DDC:     Christmas Festivities leaflet 

KAPC:     Parish News – December 2005 

Kent Police:         The Relay Publication – November 2005 

DDC:     Play Area Review – report findings 

Kent Wildlife Trust:   Roadside Nature Reserve letter 

Standards Board:   Town and Parish Standards 05 

CPRE:     Countryside Voice Kent – Autumn 2005 

Clerks & Councils Direct:  Local Council’s Update – November 2005 

NLGN:     Conference 

CPRE:     Fieldwork publication – December 2005 

Temple Ewell Parish Council:  Parish Action Plan 

Dover District Neighbourhood Watch: Neighbourhood Watch News – November 2005 

 

Other Correspondence Circulated – January 2006 

 

Kent Community Messaging:  Crime sheets 

Kent Community Messaging:  Kent Trading Standards warning 

Kent Community Messaging:  Mobile Police Station Launch 

Kent Police:    Force Amalgamations – Stage 2 Submission 

Action with Communities in Rural Kent:Kent Infrastructure Development Plan (draft) 

Local Councils Update:   December 2005 edition 

ERHA:     The Bulletin, Winter 2005/05 

High Weald News   Winter 2005/05 edition 

John Aspinall Foundation:  Wildcry Newsletter, Winter 2005 

KCPFA:    The Playing Field, Autumn 2005 

KCC:     Kent and Medway Structure Plan – Consultation on  

further proposed modifications 

NALC:     Local Council Review, January 2006 

Clerks and Council’s Direct:  January 2006 edition 

KCC:     Legal Event Orders modification of Definitive Maps 

and Statements 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister: Standards of Conduct in English Local Government:  

The Future 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service:  Kent and Medway Fire and Rescue Authority’s  

Integrated Risk Management Plan 2006/07 

 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

 

SERPA (South East Regional Play Association):  It was proposed by Cllr Ditcher and 

seconded by Cllr. S. Gowland that we did not support this on this occasion.  Carried. 

 

SLCC:  It was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Moore that we 

continue with this subscription.  Carried. 

 

Local Council’s Update: It was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. 

Capper that we continue with this subscription.  Carried. 

 



   

  

A request for financial support had also been received from WAG.  This was to be considered 

under ‘Precept’, as funds were being requested specifically from this. 

 

 

Report from DDC Ward Councillor 

 

No date had yet been notified with regard to the LDF meeting. 

 

Esso had not made any further contact with regard to their plans for the vacant site, though 

they were still keeping the site clean and tidy. 

 

Play Area closures are being phased in over the next few years, except for where the relevant 

town or parish councils agree to accept the transfer of responsibility.  This is meeting with 

mixed reactions, partially resulting from the locations and currently available facilities. 

 

Precept 

 

The minutes of the meeting held by the Finance Committee to discuss and set the precept for 

2006/07 were reviewed and it was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. M. 

Morgan that these were a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 

 

The precept figure was then further discussed and elaborated on, including the need for a 

separate Disability Discrimination budget.  The increase to the Roads and Footpaths budget 

was explained, to incorporate the possible purchase of equipment under the Speedwatch 

scheme. 

 

The request from WAG was also read out, which totalled £1200. 

 

Discussions followed and it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Capper 

that the WAG request be supported.  10 members in favour and 1 against (Cllr K. Gowland).  

Carried.  It was then proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Rashid that the funding 

be taken from currently available general funds rather than next year’s precept and that funds 

should be issued as required, rather than in one lump sum.  Carried. 

 

It was then proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. Race that £62,200 be accepted as 

the precept figure for 2006/07. Carried. 

 

Green Waste Recycling Scheme 

 

It was agreed that this scheme was running very successfully in the parts of the village it had 

been introduced too, but that coverage should now be extended to cover the whole village.  

Clerk to contact DDC to request. 

 

Speedwatch 
 

Background to the speedwatch initiative was provided, along with how the scheme would 

work.  Equipment costs in the region of £1800 to £3000 plus vat (depending on type 

purchased) is portable, can be set up anywhere and shows the actual speed of vehicles 

passing.   Volunteers man the equipment and record mileage exceeding the speed limit.  Date, 

time and vehicle registration details are also noted.  This information is passed to the police 

who issue warning letters.  On the third occasion that an offence is recorded for an individual 

vehicle the owner can then be prosecuted. 

 

The benefits of the scheme were then discussed, giving the opportunity for concerns to be 

aired.  Consideration was given to purchasing the equipment jointly with other Parishes, or 



   

  

purchasing ourselves and renting to other Parishes.  This would be less complicated from 

insurance, ownership and usage angels.  It was subsequently proposed by Cllr. Moore and 

seconded by Cllr. M. Morgan that we look to purchase the equipment ourselves in the new 

precept year.  Agreed.  

 

Gang Mowing Quotes 

 

Quotes were not yet available.  Item moved to February agenda. 

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out a summary of outstanding planning applications, outlining 

applications granted and currently under consideration. 

 

Recreation 

 

Installation of the new climbing frame is imminent and should be before the February half-

term holiday.  Clerk to follow up. 

 

Maintenance of the CCTV system looks likely to cost £125 + vat and callout charges and the 

cost of replacement parts.  Clerk to investigate what maintenance agreement covers. 

 

Following a football match the previous Sunday, the home-team changing rooms had been 

left in a disgusting state.  Photographs had been taken and these will be passed to the football 

league secretary along with a letter of complaint.  Clerk to action.  Clerk to also investigate 

football booking form and deposit requirements. 

 

Molehills have appeared at the bottom of the Recreation Ground.  Clerk to arrange for these 

to be looked at. 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

The Highways Department are taking a long time to action street light repairs at the moment.  

Some lights reported out date back to November 2005 but have not yet been fixed.  Clerk to 

write to Highways asking if it is possible to localise lamp replacements. 

 

The snowfall after Christmas caused various problems around the village, where roads had 

not been gritted.  Cranleigh Drive was not gritted around the bus circuit, despite being told by 

Highways last year that they were aware this should happen.  Alison Crescent was another 

problem area, though Highways do not have responsibility for it.  Buses could not get round 

the route due to the slippery surface.  This particular problem co-incided with a change to 

normal service over the Christmas period, thus compounding the problem.  Clerk to write to 

Highways asking why Cranleigh Drive was not gritted and also to ask if Alison Crescent can 

be included for gritting, as it is an important bus route in the village, serving a large number 

of elderly and infirm residents. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

None. 

 



   

  

 

KAPC 

 

The last meeting was cancelled and Cllr. Cowan will now attend the next one.  Clerk to 

confirm date. 

 

New Councillor Applications   
 

The vacant position had been advertised since November and one application had been 

received.  This was read out to the Parish Council.  The applicant was in attendance at the 

meeting and was also given the opportunity to make a brief speech. 

 

The applicant was asked to confirm his acceptance to attend any training relevant to his 

appointment.  This is not compulsory but is considered beneficial.  A positive response was 

received. 

 

The applicant was also asked how he would deal with any conflict that arose between his 

professional employment and his employment as a Parish Councillor, his answer to which 

was a declaration of interest would be made.  He accepted and agreed that in some 

circumstances he may be asked to leave the meeting during the course of discussions 

involving any such declarations. 

 

It was then proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the applicant be co-

opted.  Carried. 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Youths are again congregating around the Millennium Bench and local residents have stated 

that they feel vulnerable as a result.  Clerk to contact P.C. Foster. 

 

Local residents to be advised of the name of all Parish Councillors and told that contact can 

be made with them via the Parish Clerk.  Clerk to note in Village News article. 

 

The Parish Council have been welcomed as a member of the Village Hall Committee.  It was 

proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Burnett that Cllr. M. Morgan attends Village 

Hall committee meetings as our representative.  Carried. 

 

The groundsman will be on leave from 23 to 27 January 2006 inclusive. 

 

The clerk will be on leave from 15 to 17 February 2006 inclusive and also 6 March 2006. 

 

Trafalgar Day costs have now been finalised at a total of £1307.34 including VAT against a 

budget allocation of £1500 in total, thus saving £192.66. 

 

The relief groundsman has provided a copy of his Accidental Death Insurance Policy but this 

does not include Public Liability Insurance.  Clerk to clarify if he is covered by current Parish 

Council policy. 

 

Mr Knight of WAG thanked the Parish Council for their support. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.05pm. 

 

 



   

  

 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 14
th

 February 2006 

in the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; M. Morgan; D. Ditcher; S. Rashid;  

C. Moore; R. Burnett; A. Race; K. Gowland; K. Barraclough;  

S. Gowland 

Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden; DDC Ward Cllr. Meredith  

Approximately 10 members of the general public 

 

Apologies:  Cllrs. Capper and Brooks 

   Reasons for absence accepted by the Council 

      

Absent:  None 

 

 

Cllr Race stated that he would need to leave the meeting at 9pm. 

  

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr Moore that the minutes of the last 

ordinary meeting were a true and accurate record of the proceedings, subject to a slight 

amendment reflecting that Cllr. G. Morgan had attended for part of the meeting only.  

Carried. 

 

Minutes of the Housing Development Sub-Committee meeting 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the minutes of the 

sub-committee meeting were a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Mr Goodsell was thanked for the letter he had brought to the committee in response to 

correspondence received from Dover District Council. 

 

Minutes of the Staff Meeting held on 7
th

 February 2006. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. G. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. K. Gowland that the minutes of the 

staff meeting were a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Explanation was given to the Council for the reason behind the staff meeting, this partly being 

an increase to staff workloads and greater Parish Council involvement in community issues.  

The Parish Council were referred to the agenda item to follow later and told that staff 

meetings would now be held on a quarterly basis. 

 

Matters Arising  
 

1. Vacant land between Farncombe Way and Witley Walk.    

  

A letter with reply slip had been sent to all affected residents.  The majority of residents had 

responded and feelings were mixed.  A number of potential issues had been raised, including 



   

  

access to the rear of neighbouring properties, the effect on Council Tax and the responsibility 

for uplift and disposal of tarmac. 

 

After further discussion it was agreed that no action could be taken until all residents had 

replied.  When replies have all been received a plan can be drawn up to see which ‘plots’ have 

been taken up.  This will also identify if is possible for the vacant plots to be offered to 

neighbouring properties to cover any gaps arising.  DDC will need to be contacted to check 

the legality of the proposal and any arising issues addressed.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

Cheque list for January 

 

H J Marsh 318.00 DDC 35.00 

J A Willson 212.09 SLCC 108.00 

B Gardner  27.79 Communicorp 100.00 

Inland Revenue 375.44 R Burnett 32.91 

Mrs J Hughes 20.00 Kean Mowers 113.97 

Southern Water 47.19 J A Willson 203.66 

DDC 82.06 B Gardner 27.78 

T A Ramsden 100.00 B.T. 155.94 

Matt Curtis 30.00 T A Ramsden 724.50 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Rashid that the Council approve 

and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

A number of members of the public attended on various issues.   

 

The proposals regarding the vacant land at Witley Walk were of concern to one gentleman 

and he raised questions about the number of people involved, and hence the size of the plots 

to be allocated, the legal costs and whether these would increase if more than one plot was 

purchased, responsibility for fencing, public access issues including the pathways that are 

currently used to access the land and the one that runs between the rear of the properties and 

the land. 

 

The Chairman thanked the gentleman for bringing these issues to the attention of the Parish 

Council and stated that there is still a lot of work to be done before the situation is resolved.   

Further investigations will be undertaken to try and find answers to the questions raised. 

 

A Green Lane resident was concerned that the gates placed at the entrance to Green Lane had 

no locks.  Hedges in the area were also not being cut now, despite always being done 

previously.  Clerk to write to the authorities to ask for the lock to be replaced and to arrange 

for the hedging to be cut as soon as possible.  

 



   

  

The gasworks are also causing problems, with diversion routes along Singledge Lane and 

Nursery Lane becoming race tracks.  There were real fears that an accident would occur 

immently if some action was not taken.  This was also felt to be the case along Alison 

Crescent, where another diversion route is currently in place.  Clerk to contact Southern Gas 

Network to follow up their comments at January’s meeting that they could put up signage as 

necessary.  This needs to include signage indicating not only that a road is closed but also 

where the diversion is. P.C. Foster will also be contacted again about speeding in these areas. 

DDC to be asked that they provide the public with the contact numbers of the local Highways 

office rather than the office in Tunbridge Wells.  Clerk to include this number in the Whitfield 

News article. 

 

The Parish Council were asked if they had applied to become a Quality Council and the 

public were advised this was something they would wish to do once all the necessary 

eligibility criteria were met – including the number of elected councillors required.  This 

would be a possibility after the 2007 elections. 

 

Mr Goodsell from the Housing sub-committee raised concerns that Whitfield had been 

identified as a major development area in the Dover Pride Document issued in 2004 and yet 

the Parish Council have not been allowed any input on the matter.  The Chairman responded 

saying that the clerk has been asked to write to Mr Aziz at DDC highlighting the relevant 

references to Whitfield in the document.  Another meeting would also be requested.  The 

Chairman also indicated that it was likely communication would be made directly with 

Government over DDC’s reluctance to let Whitfield Parish Council have direct input on the 

matter.   

 

A comment was made that Whitfield is no longer classed as a village and that it has become 

part of Urban Dover (for planning purposes).  This was followed up by a question about the 

proposed Parish Plan timetable and how long it would take to complete the exercise.  A 

suggestion was made to do a Village Design Statement instead, which takes less time and 

focuses heavily on planning issues.  This however can be incorporated into a Parish Plan at a 

later stage.   

 

The importance of opposing the building of the extra 2200 houses in the district was 

emphasised, particularly in light of the developer’s ability to request use of Greenfield sites 

through ‘planning by appeal’.  The Chairman stated that the Parish Council’s position is clear 

on the whole housing development issue and that this would not be changed. 

 

Correspondence 

 

February 2006 

 

KAPC:     Chairmanship Training Day Cllr. Cowan to attend 

KAPC:     Planning Information Day Cllrs. M. Morgan, Burnett  

and Ditcher to attend 

Kent Highway Services:   Salting – Whitfield Parish 

Terence Millen:    Roadworks, Whitfield 

Glynis Smith:    Whitfield Road Diversion 

Anna Bentley:    Green Waste Recycling Scheme 

Kent County Council:   Public Rights of Way Annual Liaison meeting Cllrs  

Ditcher and K. Gowland to attend 

Kent Highway Services:   Communications Officer leaflet added to  

correspondence envelope 

Kent Highway Services:   County Lengthsman 

H.M .Lord Lieutenant Of Kent:  Invitation to annual Civic Service Cllrs Cowan and  

M. Morgan to attend 



   

  

KCC:     Waste Exhibition Unit Cllr G. Morgan to book for  

fete 

DDC:     Development Control Teams (Planning) 

DDC:     DDC Budget Consultation 2006-2007 to be  

circulated 

Maureen Evenden:   Objection to proposed housing developments added  

to correspondence envelope 

Whitfield Action Group:  Background letter added to correspondence envelope 

 

Other Correspondence Circulated – February 2006 

 

Kent Community messaging:  Crime Sheets 

DDC:     Standards Committee Minutes 

Chief Constable:   Appointment of Chief Superintendent Area  

Commanders & Deputies 

CPRE:     New campaigns update 

Port Lympne:    Special Events 

SLCC:     The Clerk – January 2006 

KCC:     Early Years & Childcare Newsletter – Terms 3 & 4 

KCC:     Around Kent Newsletter – Jan to Mar 2006 

DDC:     Close to Home Newsletter – January 2006 

Kent Police:    The Relay – February 2006 

KCC:     Licenses for Tables and Chairs on the Public  

Highway 

KAPC:     Parish News – January 2006 

 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

 

Whitfield Church:  It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. 

Ditcher that £100 be donated.  Carried.  Funds to be taken from Churchyards and 

Noticeboards budget. 

 

Action with Communities in Rural Kent: It was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and 

seconded by Cllr. Moore that a subscription be set up at £35 annually.  Carried. 

 

Report from DDC Ward Councillor 

 

DDC are looking for an increase to their element of  Council Tax of 4.9%.  Comments on the 

Budget Consultation document should be sent in as soon as possible. 

 

Phase 2 of the Green Waste Recycling Scheme is due in March.  This will cover the rest of 

Whitfield. 

 

No date has yet been set for the LDF meeting, though a report is currently being compiled. It 

would appear that fieldwork has shown problems with a lot of the sites identified. 

 

Phase 2 of the White Cliffs Business Park development has been approved with no objections 

raised.  Unfortunately it looks likely that the A2 will be downgraded from a National to a 

Local Road and there is now little chance of it being duelled. These two elements combined 

will result in more traffic but a worse road structure.   

 

It would appear that Government intends to abolish District Councils and DDC has been 

refused Unitary Authority status.  Next year’s district elections may not take place and a 

Government White Paper is currently awaited. 



   

  

 

Gang Mowing Quotes 

 

Three organisation had been approached to submit quotations.  Two had done so and one had 

declined, stating they had already filled their quota of contracts for the coming year.  The two 

remaining quotes were circulated and it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by 

Cllr. Moore that ‘Quote A’ be accepted.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

CRB Checks 

 

A number of Parish Councillors have been CRB checked in their paid employment.  

However, it was considered a good idea that all Parish Councillors are now CRB checked to 

safeguard themselves and the public, particularly in light of the fund-raising activities that are 

taking place.  Cllr. G. Morgan to follow up.  Item to be added to March’s agenda to form a 

‘Standing Order’. 

 

It was then proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. S. Gowland that the necessary 

forms and disclosures are made at the applicable cost.  All agreed – carried. 

 

Parish Website 
 

The Parish Council were keen to proceed with the set-up of a Parish website.  A basic site had 

been set up by KCC on our behalf, but needed expanding. It was then proposed by Cllr. M. 

Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Burnett that the Parish Council move forward with this as soon 

as possible.  Carried.  The clerk stated that various training dates were available and it was 

proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr, Moore that the clerk attend this training 

as soon as possible.  Carried.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

Gas Bill 
 

A high bill had been received for the period November 2005 to January 2006 inclusive.  The 

reasons for this were discussed, including the consideration that the Pavilion is hired out 

much more now than previously and that the current boiler might not be functioning as 

efficiently as it could.  This will be looked at under the proposals to replace the kitchen 

equipment.  The meter will also be read on a weekly basis for information purposes. 

 

It was then proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that the bill be paid.  

Carried. 

 

Appointment of a Deputy/Assistant Clerk 
 

Background was given regarding the reason for needing an additional staff member.  The 

Parish Council is growing and becoming involved in new activities and these are adding 

increased tasks and responsibilities to the clerk.  Additionally, there is no cover in place for 

when the clerk takes holiday or is sick.  As a result, the recent staff meeting between the 

Chairmen of the various committees and the staff focused on the requirement to address these 

issues.  Consideration is also being given to the possibility of re-establishing a Parish Office, 

where both the clerk and the newly appointed assistant could be based.  This would also 

provide ease of access to the Parish Councillors if they need files etc. 

 

Discussion followed about the duties and responsibilities that an assistant would have and it 

was agreed that primarily these would be to cover all sub-committee meetings, taking minutes 

etc.  There would, however, be a requirement for the assistant to deputise for the clerk in her 

absence.  After further discussion it proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher 

that an assistant clerk be appointed at the earliest opportunity.  All agreed – carried.  Position 



   

  

to be advertised as 20 hours a month, on a flexible basis, with additional hours as and when 

required.  In the longer term, once a Parish Office has been established, cover could then be 

provided for most of an ordinary working day. 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Binfield was reminded of the need to declare an interest in any planning applications 

being processed. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out a summary of outstanding planning applications, outlining 

applications granted and currently under consideration. 

 

It was noted that the Parish Council have objected to an application for 14 Bewsbury 

Crescent, where the development would not be in keeping with other properties in the area. 

 

Recreation 

 

The new climbing frame and safety surfacing have now been installed. 

 

A job specification will be drawn up shortly for the next stage of the planned disability works 

and also for the proposed general improvements to the pavilion building. 

 

A meeting of the recreation committee has been requested.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

Dover Carnival Association have asked for a table at the Village Fete as this falls on the same 

day as Dover Carnival. 

 

The Wit and Wisdom fundraising event is scheduled for this Friday 17
th
 February. 

 

A request to use the football pitch and changing rooms for a charity match on 30 April had 

been received.  It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. M. Morgan that this be 

allowed to go ahead.  Carried. 

 

The South East Regional Play Association (SERPA) donation request discussed under 

subscriptions in January was re-addressed as the Recreation Chairman felt that further 

consideration should be given to it in light of the District Council’s decision to phase in 

closures of local play areas.  After discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and 

seconded by Cllr. Moore that the donation be made as previously requested.  Carried. 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

A temporary repair had been made to street-lighting in Bewsbury Cross Lane pending further 

action. 

 

Future additional street-lighting requests will probably have to be funded by the Parish 

Council . 

 

Highways have been asked to provide a map of street-lights, showing the location of cables 

etc. with a view to the Parish Council looking at current problems.  Investigations will be 

made into whether there is some sort of standard that determines locations of street-lights  

And distance between them. 

 

Alison Crescent has been surveyed and there are not enough street-lights in place there.  New 



   

  

ones will be installed by KCC in the next Financial Year. 

 

A number of concerns have been raised regarding the gasworks, including speeding traffic 

along diversion routes and heavy vehicles trying to negotiate local roads.  Clerk to add to 

March agenda and investigate previous correspondence on applying weight restrictions in the 

village. 

 

Bus routes have also been affected by the gasworks and these are not always acceptable to 

elderly and infirm residents, particularly if they have to walk long distances to pick up the 

buses.  Cllr K. Gowland to investigate timetables and routes and comment in Whitfield News. 

 

Stagecoach require a subsidy to operate a Sunday bus service but are prepared to take over the 

present Sunday service on a commercial basis.  They will not extend the service however.  

Cllr. Gowland will follow up a request to introduce disabled buses on the routes and also find 

out what will happen over the 2006 Christmas period. 

 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

None. 

 

 

KAPC 

 

Cllr. Cowan attended a meeting on 26
th
 January 2006.   

 

£850,000 has been budgeted by KCC/DDC/Stagecoach for the purchase of 8 new disabled 

buses, which will be 12.5m with low floors.  Various alternative bus routes are also being 

looked at, as the disabled buses may have some difficulties manoeuvring in places on the 

current routes. 

 

Improvements to bus shelters can now qualify for 50% funding from KCC. 

 

A new bus service will run from this Summer between Dover and Ramsgate, taking in the 

viallge. 

 

From 1
st
 April there will be free bus travel after 9.30am for the elderly and disabled. 

 

Quality Parish Council status is being encouraged.  Whitfield meet most criteria except the 

requirement for 80% elected members and also training of the clerk. 

 

The number of flights to and from Kent International Airport was given, including civilian 

and military flights. 

 

Confirmation was given that Bryan Curtis was elected as the Parish representative of the 

Standards Committee. 

 

The KAPC AGM will be held on 27
th
 April 2006. 

 

 

Any Other Business 

 

A request was made for a rubbish bin to be sited next to the Millenium Bench.  Concerns 



   

  

were raised about possible damage to this.  Clerk to obtain a cost of a fireproof bin and add to 

March agenda. 

 

The Farncombe Way path needs clearing.  The groundman has been asked to do this along 

with the path from the Recreation ground to Archers Court Road.  He has also been asked to 

clear the seat area at the bus-stop at the top of Archers Court Road (near the shops). 

 

After some discussion, Cllr. Binfield agreed to join the Roads and Footpaths committee but 

expressed his interest in joining the Planning Committee should any vacancies arise.  

Concerns were raised that this might be a contentious issue. 

 

Cllrs. G. Morgan and Ditcher agreed to become cheque signatories. 

 

Cllr. Brooks had asked that the monthly correspondence envelope be forward on promptly 

and following a logical progression from Councillor to Councillor. 

 

A second costing will be obtained for the Parish Flag and the suppliers will be asked to 

produce a proof, stating material and colour codes.  Clerk to action. 

 

Jenny Miles of Temple Ewell Parish Council has volunteered to talk to Whitfield Parish 

Council about Parish Plans.  Clerk to arrange a Housing sub-committee meeting (with full 

Parish Council invited to attend) and invite Jenny Miles to attend, along with Bryan Curtis 

and Mike Ebbs. 

 

The Parish Council were reminded of the clerk’s leave dates and also of the impending circus 

visit (12
th
 to 15

th
 March). 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 1058hrs. 



   

  

 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 14
th

 March 
2006 in the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; M. Morgan; D. Ditcher; S. Rashid;  

C. Moore; R. Burnett; K. Gowland; G. Morgan; S. Gowland;  

B. Binfield; P. Capper; L. Brooks 

Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden  

Approximately 6 members of the general public 

 

Apologies:  Cllr. K. Barraclough; 

   Reason for absence accepted by the Council 

      

Absent:  Cllr. Race 

 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

Cllr. Brooks declared an interest with regard to an item of correspondence received.  He 

stated he would leave the meeting while this was discussed if required to do so. 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr Burnett that the minutes of the last 

ordinary meeting were a true and accurate record of the proceedings, subject to Cllr. Binfield 

being shown as present at that meeting.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  
 

1. Vacant land between Farncombe Way and Witley Walk.    

  

Responses had been received from all but one resident.  Based on these responses a ‘plot 

allocation’ had been drawn up for information purposes to identify if it would be possible to 

split the land in a suitable manner.  This would appear to be the case.  A letter had also been 

sent to Dover District Council regarding questions raised at the previous Parish Council 

meeting. 

 

Once a response is received from Dover District Council, all affected residents will be invited 

to attend a meeting to formally establish their opinions on the proposal.  Clerk to arrange. 

  

 

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

Cheque list for February 

 

J A Willson 213.00 Wicksteed Leisure 3286.79 

B. Gardner 28.00 Kean Mowers 130.00 

C. Mansfield 200.00 KAPC 52.88 

J A Willson 223.57 KAPC 158.64 

B. Gardner 35.87 B.T. 59.67 

Inland Revenue 364.57 G. Morgan 160.82 



   

  

Meresborough 

Books Ltd 

45.00 SERPA 20.00 

IJC Electrical 111.63 St Peters Church 100.00 

CEF 13.51 Action with 

Communities in 

Rural Kent 

35.00 

Wicksteed Leisure 5505.72 British Gas 229.83 

T.A.Ramsden 100.00 T.A.Ramsden 735.01 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Rashid that the Council approve 

and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

It was noted that no precept sheet had been produced this month. 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

A concern was raised that there were no dog waste bins in the Beauxfield area and a request 

was made to purchase one.  Item added to April’s agenda (Roads and Footpaths).  The lid of a 

dog waste bin on the path between Alison Crescent and Archers Court Road is also missing.  

Clerk to arrange replacement. 

 

Part of the metal railing outside the One Stop Store has been damaged and repairs have not 

yet been made.  This is in hand but Cllr. K. Gowland will chase it up. 

 

Concerns over Dover District Council’s intentions for large-scale development in the village 

were aired following a meeting the previous evening with Mike Ebbs, DDC Forward Planning 

Officer.  A request was made that a letter be written stating that the Parish Council wish for 

Whitfield to be placed in category (iii) Small Rural Town or Larger Village in the Settlement 

Hierarchy.  Clerk to action with immediate effect.  Discussions followed and an agreement 

reached that if a favourable response was not received the issue would be pursued to the next 

level. 

 

Concerns were raised by the public that the Parish Plan was not moving forward as quickly as 

they would like.  The Parish Council responded by saying that a lot of progress had actually 

been made and a grant award now received to allow things to progress further. This was not 

as much as had been hoped for and other funding options will also be looked at. The process 

of undertaking a Parish Plan takes quite some time to complete – approximately 2 years is 

anticipated – and a public meeting will be held shortly to raise public interest and to gain 

support.   

 

A suggestion was made that the Parish boundaries should be changed to provide a 2-tiered 

Parish, with part mixed use and part residential.   It was agreed by the Parish Council that a 

reply should be awaited first from Mike Ebbs, with regard to the categorisation letter to be 

sent. 

 

Correspondence 

 

March 2006 

 

Dunkirk Little Ships Restoration: Request for Support  

L. Brooks left the meeting during discussions.  Proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by 

Cllr. Moore that no support to be provided at this point as there is no direct benefit to the 

village of Whitfield.  Possible review of this on completion of the project. 

 



   

  

 

Sunday football league:  Response to letter re football problems 

Booking form and deposit to be taken pre-season in future.  Cllr. G. Morgan to review 

booking form. 

Scotia Gas:    Response re gaswork concerns 

Glynn Stevens:    Local residents concerns re gasworks 

Mr & Mrs Rook:   Local residents concerns re gasworks 

Letters to be written to DDC and Scotia Gas to follow up concerns raised. 

Kent Police:    Area Restructuring 

St Margarets PC:   Speedwatch 

Speedwatch to be added to April agenda. 

Jeff Goodsell (WAG):   Request for addition of item to Local Board  

meeting agenda 

It was proposed by Cllr. Binfield and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the Parish Council write a 

letter as requested.  Carried. 

Kent Highway Services:  New contract arrangements 

Letter to be written to clarify whether lights paid for by the Parish Council are covered by the 

new arrangements. 

Action with Communities in Rural 

Kent:     DEFRA Parish Plan Grant 

 

Other Correspondence Circulated – March 2006 

 

Kent Community Messaging:  Crime sheets 

East Kent Coastal Trust:   Improving Health, Modernising Health Services 

Document 

KAPC:     Vacancy for Secretary/officers and minutes 

DDC:     Standards committee minutes 

Standards Board:   Town and Parish Standards 

Applause Rural touring Ltd:  Programme of Events 

KAPC:     Parish News – January 2006 

KCPFA:    The Playing Field Newsletter – Winter 05/06 

Local Councils Update:   January/February 2006 Newsletter 

Clerks & Councils Direct:  March 2006 Newsletter 

CPRE:     Fieldwork Newsletter – March 2006 

NALC:     Local Council Review – March 2006 

KCC:     Kent Trails Newsletter – Spring 2006 

CPRE:     Countryside Voice – Spring 2006 

SLCC:     The Clerk Newsletter – March 2006 

Walmer Parish Council:   Walmer Design Statement 

Local Councils Update:   March 2006 edition 

Dover & Shepway  

Neighbourhood Watch:   Winter 05/06 edition  

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

 

Campaign to Protect Rural England:  It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and 

seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that a subscription of £26 be paid.  Carried. 

 

Kent Association of Parish Councils:  It was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and 

seconded by Cllr. Moore that a subscription of £934.31 including VAT be paid.  Carried.  

Local Council Review (one copy) at £14 is to be included. 

 

 

 



   

  

Report from DDC Ward Councillor 

 

A report provided was read out in the District Councillor’s absence.  

 

Dover District Council Tax has now been confirmed by a meeting of the Council on 9 March 

2006.  This will increase by 4.9% meaning an increase of £6.27 to £134.16 for Band D 

properties.  The average Band D property in the Dover District will be £1263.44, an increase 

of £58.96 or 4.89%.  This includes the element of Council Tax for Kent County Council of 

£918.72, Kent Police £116.37 and the Fire Authority £59.40. 

 

The second phase of the DDC restructuring scheme will proceed.  This will result in a 

different Council committee structure. 

 

DEFRA has classified Folkestone and Dover as an ‘Area of Water Scarcity’.  This gives 

Folkestone and Dover Water Services the power to impose compulsory metering. 

 

The South East Regional Assembly have allocated 6100 homes across the district, with the 

possibility of a further 2000 if employment numbers rise, bringing the total possible to 8100.   

 

AGM Date and Guest Speaker 

 

Wednesday 26 April 2006 was agreed as the AGM date.  Clerk to book Village Hall/Library 

extension as required. 

 

Suggestions for guest speaker were Mr Aziz (DDC), Mr Goldfield (Dover Harbour Board), 

Victoria Lawson (Action with Communities in Rural Kent) and Chief Superintendent Harris 

(Kent Police).  Clerk to contact in order of preference. 

 

Gas Homecare Agreement 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. G. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. S. Gowland that the Homecare 

agreement be renewed at a cost of £75.  Agreed. 

 

CRB Checks 

 

Kent County Council and Dover District Council are unable to undertake these checks on our 

behalf, as they are not Umbrella Bodies.   

 

The clerk had details of an Umbrella body that could be used and Cllr. Cowan said that he 

might be able to provide details of another alternative.  It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and 

seconded by Cllr. M. Morgan that the cheapest alternative be used. 

 

It was also agreed that all future Parish Councillors should be asked to undertake CRB checks 

on appointment.   

 

Weight Restrictions 
 

Concerns were raised over heavy lorries using Sandwich run as a cut-through to the A2.  A 

letter will now be written to Kent Highways asking for Weight Restriction signs to be erected 

at both ends of Sandwich Road, to act as a deterrent.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  

Purchase of Waste Bin for Millenium Bench Area 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. K. Gowland that a fire-proof (cast 

iron) bin is purchased for this area.  Carried.  Clerk to speak to DDC regarding cost and 

installation. 

 

Free Trees for Kent 

 

Funding is not available for South East Kent under this scheme. 

 

Pay Increase for Clerk, Groundsman and Village Cleaner 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. G. Morgan that the statutory 

NALC pay increase of 2.9% be implemented with effect 1 April 2006.  Carried. 

 

Revised weekly and annual salary amounts were then read out for information. 

 

Village Fete Updates 

 

No budget report was available. 

 

Raffle tickets are now being sold at the Farmers Market.  Volunteers were requested to assist 

in this. 

 

The Wit and Wisdom Evening was a huge success and thanks were extended to Cllr and Mrs 

Burnett and Cllrs. G and M. Morgan.  A profit of £318.60 was made. 

 

Posters and flyers for the children’s disco are in hand and Cllr. Moore will speak to Whitfield 

Primary School with regard to distribution. 

 

Ticket sales for the Barn Dance are slow, with 47 needed to break even.  Tickets are £6.50 

each.  A deposit still needs to be paid for the event – clerk to action. 

 

Arrangements are well underway for the Easter Egg hunt. 

 

70 tickets have been reserved so far for the Abba Angels.  Numbers for this event will be 

limited to 110. 

 

Further information is still awaited regarding the theatrical booking.  The Marlowe theatre 

publishes their new events brochure shortly. 

 

Both Village pubs have been contacted about a tug-of-war on the day of the fete but no 

response has yet been received. 

 

Macdonalds have agreed to sponsor the Fancy Dress competition, providing prizes for the 

winners in each category. 

 

No reply has been received from the RNLI. 

 

The Kent Air Ambulance would like to attend on the day. 

 

Archers Court School have not yet contacted.  Cllr. G. Morgan will do this shortly. 

 

Cancellation insurance is still being looked into. 

 



   

  

Perry’s Motors are unable to provide a display of vehicles but have agreed to donate £100.  

Alternative dealerships will now be contacted. 

 

Schedule of Meeting Dates 

 

A year plan of regular meeting dates will be introduced, to avoid the need to call meetings at 

short notice and to better plan the Parish Council activities.  Sub-committee meeting minutes 

will be presented to the full Parish Council under ‘Reports from Committees’ and any action 

taken as necessary. 

 

The Chairmen of the various committees will now liase with their committee members to 

establish suitable dates. 

 

The schedule will be implemented once the new staff posts are in place. 

 

Cllr. G. Morgan asked for a Recreation Committee meeting to be held on 4 April 2006 and 

Cllr. K. Gowland asked for the Roads and Footpaths Committee to meet on 23 March 2006.  

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out a summary of outstanding planning applications, outlining 

applications granted and currently under consideration. 

 

An application for revised parking arrangements at Tesco was discussed, as there were 

concerns over the safety of the proposed arrangements.  Clerk to write to DDC stating these 

concerns, particularly in light of the fact that the developments are already well under way. 

 

An application to build on land between 4 and 6A Bewsbury Crescent was also discussed.  Of 

8 properties bordering the land it was known that the occupants would raise 5 objections.  

Access to the land is poor and any development there will deprive the surrounding properties 

of their privacy.  At least 8 previous applications for the same area have been submitted and 

all have been refused.  The basis for these refusals appears to be that the access is not wide 

enough to allow an emergency vehicle to pass a parked or broken down vehicle on the access 

route.  Privacy is also a concern.  On the basis of this the Planning Committee felt that the 

Parish council should object to the application.  All agreed. 

 

Recreation 

 

The moles on the Recreation Ground will be dealt with once the Circus has moved on. 

 

Surge protection has been suggested as the best method of preventing a further system failure 

in the event of an electrical storm.  Clerk to chase electrician for details and prices. 

 

The CCTV company have not made contact following various letters sent regarding 

maintenance and other concerns.  An alternative maintenance provider will be required and 

quotations will be obtained. 

 

The Recreation Ground is in a poor condition following the recent Circus visit.  It was agreed 

that the booking deposit should be retained and a donation for water usage requested.  Clerk 

to action. 

 

A works specification has been drawn up for the next round of disability works and Pavilion 



   

  

improvements. Builders will now be contacted to provide quotes.  Clerk to action. 

 

No progress has been made with the purchase and installation of the directional sign.  This 

has been on-going since July 2005 and is required prior to the Village Fete on 1 July 2006.  

Clerk to write. 

 

The temporary groundsman’s contract and job description will be reviewed shortly. 

 

The Recreation Ground is in need of being levelled on an annual basis by a heavy roller.  

Clerk to obtain quotes for this. 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Eight disabled buses have been purchased by Stagecoach.  No decision has been made which 

routes these will be used on. 

 

There will be no bus service on Monday 25 or Tuesday 26 December and only a Sunday 

service on Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 January 2007. 

 

The Number 94 service is currently following its regular route to Honeywood Road and then 

going down the A2 and up the A256. 

 

The new service to Ramsgate will not run through the village until the gasworks are complete. 

 

Stagecoach have agreed to provide notice of re-routing of bus services as necessary with 

regard to the gasworks. 

 

Cllr. K. Gowland will follow up damage to the grass verges along Sandwich Road with Kent 

Highways. 

 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

KAPC 

 

None.  KAPC meetings are held quarterly and the AGM will be held on 27 April 2006. 

 

 

Any Other Business 

 

The Fire Extinguisher Maintenance contract is due for renewal, with two options available.  It 

was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. G. Morgan that option 2 be accepted at a 

cost of £4.50 per Fire Extinguisher.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

Two quotes had been received for the production of a Parish Flag.  These were read out and it 

was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the cheapest option be taken 

up carried.  This will be subject to the necessary planning permission being obtained first.  

Clerk to action. 

 

It had been hoped that a full inventory of equipment would have been compiled in time for 

the renewal of the Parish insurance but this had not been possible.  The current insurance 

expires on 31 March 2006 and it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. 

Gowland that the current insurance renewal notice be actioned in the interim, while a full 

inventory is undertaken and a second quotation is obtained.  Carried subject to there being no 

early cancellation liability.   



   

  

 

A letter was read out from the clerk tendering her resignation following the offer of 

alternative employment.  The letter stated her intention to assist the Parish Council in any way 

she could while the position was filled.  Cllr. Cowan asked it to be noted for the records that 

the current clerk had been an asset to the Parish Council during the last 21 months and she 

would be sadly missed.  Both the position of clerk and deputy clerk to be advertised as soon 

as possible and the investigations into setting up a Parish Office will continue.  The clerks 

contract will also now be reviewed and a contract drawn up for the assistant. 

 

Cllr. Binfield sought assurances that action will be taken if no response is received from DDC 

regarding the request for Whitfield to be classed as cat (iii) Small Rural Town or Larger 

Village in the Settlement Hierarchy.  Confirmation was given that if no response is received 

within 7 days further action will be taken. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 1041p.m. 

 

  



   

  

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 11th April 2006 in 

the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; M. Morgan; S. Rashid; C. Moore;  

R. Burnett; G. Morgan; P. Capper; K. Gowland; L. Brooks; 

K. Barraclough; S. Gowland; B. Binfield 

 

Apologies:  Cllrs. D. Ditcher and A. Race 

   Reasons for absence accepted by the Council. 

    

Absent:  None 

 

 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. M.Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Burnett that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings, subject to a minor amendment reflecting that Cllr. G 

Morgan was in attendance.   Carried. 

 

Minutes of the Housing Sub-Committee meeting 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Gowland and seconded by Cllr Capper that these were a true and 

accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  
 

1. Vacant land between Farncombe Way and Witley Walk.    

 Responses from all affected residents have now been received and a split of  

the land looks theoretically possible between interested residents, subject to various 

issues being resolved. 

 

An interim response has been received from Dover District Council regarding 

questions raised.  They will follow this up fully within 20 days.  Once this response is 

received, a site meeting will be arranged with Dover District Council and the 

residents to look at the best way forward. 

  

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

Payments by Cheque for March 

 

J A Willson 213.00 Viking Direct 42.27 

B Gardner 27.78 Inland Revenue 364.74 

KCC (KCS) 78.69 CPRE 26.00 

Folkestone & Dover Water 

Services 

25.87 KAPC 948.31 

Viking Direct 95.75 T A Ramsden 100.00 

Whitfield Village Hall 40.00 British Gas 75.00 



   

  

Viking Direct 105.63 R K Graphics 112.80 

CEF 34.86 Allianz Cornhill 2069.79 

P Capper 216.00 R Burnett 89.54 

D Ditcher 216.00 M T Phillips 30.00 

K Gowland 216.00 Ace Pest Control 60.00 

M Morgan 216.00 David Sheesby 50.00 

S Rashid 216.00 Kean Mowers 34.07 

G Cowan 432.00 Linda Beverton 10.00 

J Newport 126.00 J A Willson 213.00 

L Perkins 72.00 B Gardner 27.78 

A Race 198.00 T A Ramsden 724.48 

M Howling-Neame 18.00 T A Ramsden (David 

Sheasby) 

180.00 

J A Willson 222.64 KCC (KCS) 28.13 

B Gardner 28.00 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. G. Morgan that the Council approve 

and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

Concerns were raised by Whitfield Action Group (WAG) that no Housing sub-committee 

meetings had taken place, despite requests to do so.  The six-week Public Consultation period 

started on 31 March and WAG are holding a public meeting on 19 April 2006, chiefly to 

advise members of the public and assist in completing and submitting comments.  It was felt 

by WAG that the Parish Council should play a supporting role in this but could not do this if 

discussions were not held between the two organisations prior to the event.  Lack of 

communication was also perceived as a problem. The Parish Council felt that sub-committee 

meetings had been un-necessary as all documentation received had been responded to and 

replies were to follow in the later correspondence section of the agenda.   Clarification of the 

roles of WAG and the Parish Council were made.  The Parish Council continues to be 

supportive of WAG and their aims but also has to maintain the day-to-day running of the 

Village and deal with all issues raised by local residents.  As a tier of Local Authority, the 

Parish Council is governed and constrained by legislation and has to respond to 

correspondence through the correct procedures.  This is what has happened and replies have 

been obtained (again to follow in correspondence).    

 

It was felt by members of the Parish Council that WAG had become dictatorial in their 

dealings with the Parish Council and it was again stated that the Parish Council, as the elected 

representatives of the Village, had a responsibility to follow correct procedures and to treat all 

issues within the Village equally.  Further discussion between the groups followed about the 

best way to move forward. 

 

Following local concerns about lack of space in Dover cemeteries, the question regarding the 

situation in Whitfield was raised.  Additional land adjacent to the current church cemetery 

was consecrated a few years ago and has sufficient space to cope with hundreds of burials. 

 

 

Correspondence 

 

April Correspondence 

 

Mrs S. Butcher:    Concerns re: lack of Parish Council support at  

fundraising events 



   

  

Mrs Hunt    Litter complaint 

Mr Redfern    Litter complaint – letter to be written to Tesco  

Scotia Gas    Village Gasworks 

DDC:     Classification of Whitfield in the settlement  

hierarchy – response to be sent.  Letter to Local  

Government Office also 

DDC:     Dover LDF 

Kent Highway Services:    Weight Restrictions – request details of Police  

response 

DDC:     Concessionary Travel Scheme 

Sally Coleman:    Police Parish Forum – Weight Restrictions to be  

added to agenda 

Kent Police:    CASE for Kent Strategic Police Force 

WAG:     Housing sub-committee request 

Cllr. K.Gowland:   Letter re: WAG 

Cllr. S. Gowland:   Letter re: WAG 

Cllr. G. Morgan:   Letter re: WAG 

 

Discussions followed the letters sent re: WAG.  Cllr. S. Gowland stated that her letter had 

been written individually and without the knowledge of Cllr. K. Gowland.  Cllr. K. Gowland 

stated this to be the case also. 

 

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED APRIL 2006 

 

Kent Police :    Mobile Police station whereabouts  

WCCP:     Guided walks 

WCCP:     Green Gang leaflet 

DEFRA:    Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act  

Kent Police:    Kent Police Open Day 

DDC:     Standards Committee minutes 

WAG:     Newsletter 

John Aspinall Foundation:  Wildcry Newsletter 

Action with Communities in Rural Kent:Rural News 

KAPC:     Parish News 

Local Councils Update:   April  2006 edition 

Kent Community Messaging:  Ringmaster E-mail (crime) 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

 

None. 

 

Report from DDC Ward Councillor 

 

Waste Service Management have been contacted regarding the litter along the A2.  They have 

contacted Tesco to ask them to take responsibility for the area fronting the A2 or to make a 

contribution towards the cost of clearing it.   Some action has already been taken (within 48 

hours of the concerns being raised) but it is not known who did this.  Both Interoute and 

SITA’s contracts are vague and there are limited powers to force the issue.  When contracts 

are renewed in 2008 tighter clauses will be applied. 

 

The new’ Dover District Council at Your Service’ office in Castle Street has opened.  This is 

a drop-in centre where 75% to 80% of issues are dealt with immediately.  Contact can also be 

made by telephone. 

 



   

  

Feedback was requested on the Green Waste Recycling Scheme.  Some collections are being 

made early in the morning (7am onwards).  The Black Box scheme is working well and there 

will be continued development of these and other schemes. 

 

Esso are hoping to re-open the vacant site and are interested in buying land in the area.  If 

they cannot do this they will make best use of the current set-up.  A planning application will 

need to proceed reopening of the premises and they hope to submit this by Summer 2006.  

Discussions followed about the underground storage tanks.  Concerns regarding these will be 

followed up. 

 

Speedwatch 

 

KAPC will be asked to provide contact details of the representatives who attended the KAPC 

AGM.  They will then be invited to make a presentation at a meeting to be arranged.  

Consideration will follow as to the best equipment to purchase.  Investigations will also be 

made through other channels to help determine this.  

 

A number of local Parishes have expressed an interest in hiring the equipment for us. 

 

Flyposting 
 

It was noted that a number of posters remained around the Village following events that had 

long since passed.  Discussions followed about what action could be taken to remove these 

and it was agreed that for events that were Recreation Ground based, an increased deposit 

would be requested to cover the cost of removing such posters if the event organiser did not 

do so. 

 

Events outside of the Recreation Ground are a problem as the Parish Council has no control 

over these  and though legislation exists to prosecute offenders, it is difficult to police the 

problem. 

 

Whitfield News Invoice 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Moore that this invoice be paid.  

Carried. 

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

A summary of outstanding planning applications, outlining applications granted and currently 

under consideration, was read out. 

 

Two applications will be heard at Dover District Council’s Planning Committee meeting on 

13 April 2006. 

 

A letter has been written to the Chairman of Tesco stating the Parish Council’s concerns over 

the proposed new car park and the fact that work has already commenced.  This follows the 

objections lodged with Dover District Council over the issue.  No response has been received 

from Tesco. 

 

Recreation 

 

The minutes of the recent Recreation Committee were summarized and agreed.  A request 



   

  

was made that the pages and agenda points are numbered in future, for ease of referral and to 

identify any points which need to recommended to full Council.  On this occasion the 

purchase of a new mower was recommended and it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and 

seconded by Cllr. S. Gowland that this go ahead at a cost of £972.77 plus VAT.  Carried.  

This figure includes a 10% discount offered by the supplier. 

 

The Directional Sign recently placed at the entrance to Cranleigh Drive is in the wrong place 

and a request to move it has been made. 

 

The St George’s Day flag will be flown on 23 April 2006. 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. K. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Binfield that the minutes of the 

recent Roads and Footpaths committee were a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  

Carried.  These were also asked to be numbered in future. 

 

A summary of the minutes was given and expansion given on the damage to Sandwich Road 

grass verges.  Repairs will be made following completion of the gas works. 

 

The Groundsman will be asked to continue clearing the Cranleigh Drive/ Farncombe Way 

footpath as it is in a disgusting state.  

 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

KAPC 

 

None. 

 

Any Other Business 

 

The AGM Guest Speaker will be Mr Krayenbrink of Dover Harbour Board. 

 

13 applications have been received for the Parish Clerk position and 5 for the Deputy Clerk 

position.  Cllrs. Cowan, Ditcher, Barraclough and M. Morgan will shortlist the candidates and 

undertake interviews on 20 April at the Ramada Hotel. 

 

Thanks were extended to the Parish Clerk for her hard work during her time with the Parish 

Council.  She will attend the AGM on 26 April and will continue to help as far as possible 

until her replacement takes up office. 

 

Cllr. Barraclough expressed an interest in moving to the Recreation Sub-Committee.  There 

were no objections to this.  The move will take immediate effect. 

 

Cllr. G. Morgan formerly tendered her resignation as Chairman of the Village Fete 

Committee, following an e-mail sent to all Parish Councillors.  She felt there to be a complete 

lack of support from fellow Parish Councillors for both the fundraising events and the Village 

Fete itself.  She commented that she had herself put in a great deal of work for all events but 

appeared to be doing this virtually single-handedly.   After some discussions reassurances 

were made from the majority of the Parish Council that their complete support would be 

assured if Cllr. G. Morgan were to reconsider her resignation statement.  For the records the 

Parish Councillors included were Cllrs Cowan, M. Morgan, Moore, Capper, Binfield, Burnett, 

Barraclough, K. Gowland and S. Gowland.   

 



   

  

Cllr. G. Morgan stated that she would reverse her decision but all Parish Councillors needed 

to be aware of the level of commitment required and that should the lack of support continue 

her resignation would be full and final.  Cllr. G. Morgan was sincerely thanked for reversing 

her decision. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1050pm.   



   

  

 

 

 

 

WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 9
th

 May 2006 at 7.30pm in the Sports 

Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Whitfield. Dover. 

 

Present 

 

Councillor G Cowan (Chairman) 

 

Councillor K Barraclough  

Councillor B Binfield  

Councillor L Brookes 

 Councillor R Burnett 

Councillor P Capper 

Councillor D Ditcher 

Councillor K Gowland 

Councillor Mrs S Gowland 

Councillor Mrs C Moore 

Councillor S Rashid 

 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

1.  2006/07 ELECTIONS  

 

Councillor K Gowland nominated and Councillor P Capper nominated Councillor G Cowan 

for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council for 2006/07.  There were no other 

nominations. A vote was taken. 

 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor G Cowan be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for 

    the 2006/07 Municipal Year.   

 

Councillor D Ditcher and Councillor S Rashid nominated Councillor K Gowland for the 

 position of Vice-Chairman for 2006/07.  There were no other nominations. A vote 

was taken. 

 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor K Gowland be elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish  

    Council for the 2006/07 Municipal Year. 

 

Councillor P Capper nominated and Councillor R Burnett nominated Councillor K 

Barraclough for the position of Chairman of the Recreation Committee for 2006/07.  There 

were no other nominations.  A vote was taken. 

 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor K Barraclough be elected Chairman of the Recreation  

    Committee for the 2006/07 Municipal Year.   

 

Councillor S Rashid nominated and Councillor P Capper nominated Councillor R Burnett for 

the position of Chairman of the Planning Committee for 2006/07.  There were no other 

nominations.  A vote was taken. 

 

 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor R Burnett be elected Chairman of the Planning  

    Committee for the 2006/07 Municipal Year.   

 

 Councillor S Rashid nominated and Councillor S Gowland nominated Councillor K 



   

  

 Gowland for the position of Chairman of the Roads & Footpaths Committee for 2006/07.  

 There were no other nominations.  A vote was taken. 

 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor K Gowland be elected Chairman of the Roads and  

    Footpaths Committee for the 2006/07 Municipal Year. 

 

 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors present made no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

 

 

3.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    
 

It was proposed by Councillor D Ditcher and seconded by Councillor P Capper that the 

minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2006 be accepted as a true record. 

  

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2006 be accepted and 

    signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

4.  MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Parish Council noted the current position regarding the area of land off Whitley Walk, 

Whitfield. 

 

 

5.  FINANCES 

 

The Parish Council considered the financial reports for April 2006.  Councillor Mrs C Moore 

proposed that the reports be accepted.  This was seconded by Councillor K Gowland.   

 

 RESOLVED: That the financial reports for April 2006 be accepted and the Schedule of 

    Payments totalling £2381.70 be signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Members of the Whitfield Action Group advised that a questionnaire was to be circulated to 

the whose village and updated the Parish Council on action taken to date and raised further 

concerns over the views held by some members of the Parish Council.  

 

Concern was raised regarding the use of mini-motorbikes on the Recreation Ground.  

Councillor K Gowland advised that the police were keen to act on such issues and this should 

be reported to them. 

 

Mrs J Newport asked that it be made clear that she had returned the cheque issued to her for 

the parish allowance while she was a Parish Councillor. 

 

Tickets were still available for the Abba Night, priced at £9 each.  The event had been widely 

publicized in the parish. 

 

Mrs G Morgan advised she would continue to serve the Parish as much as she could, despite 

her resignation from the Parish Council. 

 

 

7.   CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Chairman brought the following items of correspondence to the attention of the Parish 

Council: 

  



   

  

Kent County Council  Dover Local Board 

 Kent County Council Doorstep Criminals letter 

 Mr Ruse   Speeding Traffic 

 Scotia Gas  Whitfield Gasworks 

 Kent County Council  Stopping up of highway 

 Dover District Council Adopted Statement of Community Involvement 

 Dover District Council  LDF Development Concept Workshop  

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Parish Council should subscribe to Kent County Council’s 

Doorstep Criminals advice line and information received be displayed on 

the Parish notice boards; 

 

 (b) That Kent Highways and the Police be asked whether any further action 

could be taken to reduce traffic speed in Bewsbury Cross Lane and a reply 

be sent to Mr Ruse advising action taken. 

 

 (c) That Kent Highways be advised that the Parish Council had no 

objections to the Stopping up order so long as the local residents had raised 

no objections. 

   

  

8.  SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 

 

It was proposed by Councillor K Gowland that the Parish Council should renew its 

subscription to the Kent County Playing Fields Association at the cost of £20.00.  This was 

seconded by Councillor D Ditcher. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council should renew its subscription to the Kent County 

Playing Fields Association for 2006/07. 

 

 

9.  REPORT FROM DOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

The Parish Council received a report from Councillor C Meredith regarding the Playing Fields 

debate, Training and Skills report Drinking in Public Places orders and the progress made on 

litter problems.  Councillor Meredith also advised that that the new Committees and Chairmen 

were to be decided on 10
th

 May 2006.  Membership of the Local Development Framework 

Group was to be decided by the Cabinet.  Notes of its meetings would be posted on the 

Council’s website 10 days after the meetings. 

 

 

10.  HOSPITAL LOCAL COMMUNITY CARE 

 

Councillor Mrs C Moore reported her concerns regarding the continued downgrading of 

Buckland Hospital, especially with plans for new housing and an aging population. 

 

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the Primary Care Trust to advise the Parish Council 

was firmly against any further downgrading of Buckland Hospital, and that 

copies of the letter be sent to the Member of Parliament and the Kent 

Association of Parish Councils.  

 

11. CRB CHECKS 

 

The parish Council considered the provision of CRB checks for Councillors.  Councillor K 

Barraclough advised that his company was an umbrella body and able to administer the checks 

for a fee of £53.00 each.   

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That CRB checks be carried out on the nine Councillors who had 

volunteered and that Councillor K Barraclough should arrange a meeting at 

which those Councillors could complete the paperwork and present the 

necessary documentation; 



   

  

   

(b) That the cost of £477 to be met from the Parish Council reserves.  

 

 

12.    PARISH CLERK AND DEPUTY CLERK  
 

The Parish Council considered situation regarding accommodation and postal address for the 

Parish office.  It was agreed that it would be impractical to have a post box at the Pavilion but 

the post needed to be accessible to the Deputy Clerk in the Clerk’s absence. 

 

The Parish Council noted the current position regarding contracts for the new members of 

staff and the Chairman advised that he planned to call a meeting of the Finance Committee in 

the near future to consider the salary budget. 

 

RESOLVED:   That a post box be purchased to be fitted to the Clerk’s house and a key be 

available for the Deputy Clerk. 

 

 

13.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 PLANNING 

  

The Chairman of the Planning Committee reported on the current planning applications 

affecting the parish.  The amount of signage being placed around the disused petrol station 

was causing concern. 

 

ROADS & FOOTPATHS 

 

The Chairman of the Roads & Footpaths Committee reported on its last meeting and advised 

that Councillor B Binfield had supplied a large-scale map of the parish.  He asked that the 

framing costs of approximately £75 be approved for payment. 

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That a letter be sent to Dover District Council enquiring whether the 

necessary planning consents had been obtained for signage around the 

disused petrol station; 

 

  (b) That the costs of framing the parish map be met by the Parish Council 

 

 

14.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The Parish Council received reports from Councillor K Gowland regarding the Police Forum 

and the Dover District Standards Committee.  He advised of a recent local case considered by 

the Committee and reminded members of the importance of declarations of interest. 

 

 

15.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

(i) A new Parish Council representative was needed for the Village Hall Management 

Committee.  Councillor D Ditcher agreed to be the Parish Council representative; 

 

(ii) It was agreed that the purchase of the Speedwatch equipment should be deferred until 

it was decided where it was to be used.  The Clerk was asked to invite PC Foster to 

the next Parish Council meeting.  Councillor L Brookes stated that he wished to be 

kept fully informed on this issue;   

 

(iii) The Parish Council noted the current position regarding the Parish flag and flagpole; 

 

(iv) The Groundsman had asked whether he could repair the roof tiles on the Pavilion.  

This would be considered by the Recreation Committee; 

 



   

  

(v) Concern was raised regarding the poor condition of the fencing at the White Cliffs 

Business Park.  The Clerk was asked to find out who owned it and whether there was 

a maintenance contract; 

 

(vi) Councillor D Ditcher asked that questions from the Whitfield Action Group be 

channeled through the Housing Committee.  The Chairman advised that a meeting 

was to be arranged in the near future. 

 

A presentation was made to the former Clerk and the Chairman offered his thanks for her hard work on 

behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

COUNCILLOR G COWAN 

CHAIRMAN  

 



   

  

 

 

 

 

WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 13
th

 June 2006 at 7.30pm in the Sports 

Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Whitfield. Dover. 

 

Present 

 

Councillor G Cowan (Chairman) 

 

Councillor K Barraclough  

Councillor B Binfield  

Councillor L Brookes 

 Councillor P Capper 

Councillor D Ditcher 

Councillor K Gowland 

Councillor Mrs S Gowland 

Councillor Mrs C Moore (from Agenda item 7) 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Rashid. 

 

 

16.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors present made no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

 

 

17.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    
 

It was proposed by Councillor D Ditcher and seconded by Councillor P Capper that the 

minutes of the meeting held on 9
th

 May 2006 be accepted as a true record. 

  

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9
th

 May 2006 be accepted and  

    signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

18.  SPEEDWATCH 

 

The Chairman welcomed PC Ian Foster, the rural Project Officer for Kent Police and invited 

him to give an overview of the situation regarding the use of Speedwatch equipment.  PC 

Foster advised that the equipment could only be used in locations approved by the Police.  

This was for the safety of those using the equipment and other road users.  Where sites have 

been found to be unsuitable the Police have assisted the parishes in identifying alternative 

locations.  Further locations could be added at a later stage.  PC Foster emphasized that the 

Police were not being obstructive in this matter but had to abide by the guidance issued.  He 

saw the Speedwatch initiative as a way for local people to monitor their own area and if 

problems were found the Police would act in this area.  The Parish Council was free to publish 

its statistics, which could serve as a future deterrent. 

 

The Chairman thanked PC Foster for attending the meeting and asked the Roads and 

Footpaths Committee to continue its work on this project. 

19.  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK (LDF)  

 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Brian Curtis, the Town and Parish Councils representative on the 

Dover District LDF Group.  Mr Curtis reported on the work of the group to date and outlined 

the timetable of events leading to the public consultation period to be held in 



   

  

November/December.  He advised that Whitfield had not been specifically mentioned at the 

meetings and the report prepared by the District Council’s consultants had not been sighted by 

the group.   

 

The Chairman invited questions from members before thanking Mr Curtis for his interesting 

presentation.  He asked Mr Curtis to stay for the Public Participation in order that those 

present had a chance to raise any further questions. 

 

 

20.  ORDER OF BUSINESS 

  

RESOLVED:  That the Order of Business be amended to enable Public Participation to be 

taken directly after the presentation on the Local Development Framework.  

 

 

21.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Members of the public were given the opportunity to raise any questions with Mr Brian Curtis 

regarding the Local Development Framework.  Mr Curtis reiterated that people must take an 

active part in the public consultation although the nature of this was not yet known. 

 

Whitfield Action Group advised that Parish ad Town Councils across the district had been 

contacted and a number had expressed support for the group as they realized the knock-on 

affect that large-scale development at Whitfield would have on their communities. 

 

Mr Curtis clarified that the South East Plan made no mention of any funding for 

improvements to hospitals, schools and other such infrastructure. 

 

A member of the public reported that the leader of Dover District Council was under the 

misconception that the adoption of the LDF would allow up to 10,000 homes to be built when 

it actually meant that 10,000 must be built. 

 

The Chairman asked that the dates of the Housing Sub-Committee meetings be supplied to Mr 

Curtis.  

 

 

22.  FINANCES 

 

The Parish Council considered the financial reports for May 2006.  Councillor K Gowland 

proposed that the reports be accepted.  This was seconded by Councillor P Capper. 

 

The Parish Council considered the Annual Return document, which had been returned by the 

Internal Auditor with no issues raised. 

 

The Parish Council considered the Internal Auditor’s invoice for £150 for the annual audit.   

 

 RESOLVED: (a) That the financial reports for May 2006 be accepted and the Schedule of 

    Payments totalling £2381.70 be signed by the Chairman; 

 

   (b) That the Annual Return be approved and signed by the Chairman; 

 

   (c) That the Internal Auditor’s invoice for £150.00 be paid. 

23.   CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Chairman brought the following items of correspondence to the attention of the Parish 

Council: 

  

(i) (Dover District Council’s letter of 30
th

 May 2006 regarding the Dover Crime 

and Disorder Reduction Partnership Capital Projects Fund; 

(ii) Office of the Deputy Prime Minister Local Authority Byelaws in England: A 

Discussion Paper  



   

  

 

He advised that these would be included in the Correspondence Envelope for June 2006 to be 

circulated.  

 

 

24.  REPORT FROM DOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

The Parish Council received a report from Councillor C Meredith, including updates on the 

Parish Flag planning application; the ‘No Use Empty’ Housing Scheme; the meeting of 

recycling targets; an agreement between Tesco ad Dover District Council to keep the A2 by 

the store free from litter and the Company’s plans to introduce biodegradable carrier bags by 

September and Councillor Meredith’s pursuit of an update regarding the Esso site.  . 

 

 

25.  CRB CHECKS 

 

The Parish Council noted the current position regarding the CRB checks for Councillors 

recently submitted.  Councillor K Barraclough advised that there was currently a 2 to 3 week 

turnaround on submissions.  

 

 

26.    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A) ROADS & FOOTPATHS 

 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Roads & Footpaths 

Committee held on 16
th

 May 2006.   

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Roads and Footpaths 

Committee held on 16
th

 May 2006 be received and the 

recommendation contained in Minute 17 thereof, namely to 

purchase a litter bin from Glasdon UK Ltd to be sited by the 

Millennium seat, the cost of £206.80 to be met from the 

Committee’s provision in the Council’s 2006/07 budget.  

 

 

B)  PLANNING 

  

The Parish Council noted the cancellation of the meeting scheduled for 18
th

 May 

2006. 

 

The Parish Council noted the status of the current planning applications affecting the 

parish.   

 

 

 

 

 

C)  RECREATION 

 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the Recreation Committee held on 6
th

 

June 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: (a) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation Committee 

held on 6
th

 June 2006 be received. 

 

(b) That the Chairman’s decision that the invoice for £256.94 from 

British Gas Trading Ltd be paid be ratified.  

 

(c) That the works to be carried out to improve disabled access to 

the Pavilion be considered at the next Parish Council meeting. 



   

  

 

 

D) HOUSING 

 

The Parish Council considered the Chairman’s oral report on the meeting of the 

Housing Sub-Committee held on 11
th

 June 2006.  He detailed the Sub-Committee’s 

proposed response to the South East Plan Consultation, which had to be submitted by 

23
rd

 June 2006.  The Chairman advised that work on the Parish Plan would now 

begin in earnest and he requested that a list of Groups and Organisations in the Parish 

be compiled in time for the next meeting of the Sub-Committee  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Sub-Committee’s response to the South East Plan 

Consultation be submitted on behalf of the Parish Council  

 

 

27.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The Chairman advised that he had received a reply regarding the P3 equipment held by the 

Parish Council and a full inventory was needed.  Councillor D Ditcher agreed to undertake 

this. 

 

Councillor D Ditcher advised that he was unable to attend the next two meetings of the 

Village Hall Management Committee.  Councillor K Barraclough agreed to cover one of these 

meetings. 

 

 

28.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

(vii) The Chairman reported that the Grand Village Fete would be held as planned and 

looked forward to receiving the support of all involved to make the event a good 

community occasion; 

 

(viii) The Chairman announced that he had received the resignation of Councillor R 

Burnett.  He expressed his regret at the decision and thanked him for his work for the 

Parish Council;   

 

(ix) The Parish Council noted the current position regarding the vacancies on the Parish 

Council; 

 

(x) The Parish Council noted that one Jubilee tree had died and had been replaced and 

another had been vandalized but it was thought this would survive. 

 

(xi) Councillor D Ditcher reported that he had received further information regarding the 

fencing around the White Cliffs Enterprise Park and the Clerk would be writing to 

the owners of the site; 

 

(xii) Councillor D Ditcher asked that it be noted that local resident Mr J O’Bree, of 

Sandwich Road, had helped with the tress and regularly mowed the grass verges 

outside his property. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

COUNCILLOR G COWAN 

CHAIRMAN  



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 11
th

 July 2006 at 7.30pm in the Sports 

Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Whitfield. Dover. 

 

Present 

 

Councillor G Cowan (Chairman) 

 

Councillor K Barraclough  

Councillor B Binfield  

Councillor L Brookes 

 Councillor D Ditcher 

Councillor K Gowland 

Councillor Mrs S Gowland 

Councillor Mrs C Moore (from Agenda item 5) 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Rashid and Councillor P Capper. 

 

 

29.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors present made no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

 

 

30.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    
 

It was proposed by Councillor D Ditcher and seconded by Councillor L Brookes that the 

minutes of the meeting held on 13
th

 June 2006 be accepted as a true record. 

  

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 13
th

 June 2006 be accepted and 

    signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

31.  FINANCE 

 

The Parish Council considered the financial reports for June 2006.  Councillor K Barraclough 

proposed that the reports be accepted.  This was seconded by Councillor K Gowland. 

 

The Parish Council considered the payment of four invoices.      

 

 RESOLVED: (a) That the financial reports for May 2006 be accepted and the Schedule of 

    Payments totalling £2942.56 be signed by the Chairman; 

 

   (b) That the following amounts be paid: 

 

i. Whitfield Action Group’s invoice of 27th June 2006 for 

£376.00 in respect of the printing costs for the spring 

newsletter; 

ii. £1032.24 to HM Revenue & Customs in respect of Income 

Tax and National Insurance contributions for the first quarter 

of the 2006/07financial year; 

iii. £248.23 expenses incurred in respect of the Grand Village 



   

  

Fete; 

iv. I J C Electrical’s invoice for £205.63 in respect of repairs to 

the Pavilion lighting; 

 

(c) That the Whitfield Action Group be advised that, in future, payments 

will be made only to the Group and not direct to a third party. 

 

 

32.  GRAND VILLAGE FETE  

 

The Chairman thanked everyone who had worked to make the fete a success, both throughout 

the year and on the day itself.  It was proposed that from the monies collected on the day and 

the balance of the original donation, the Parish Council should grant each of the four 

nominated causes the sum of £200.00. 

 

Councillor Mrs S Gowland reported that a mobile phone had been lost at the fete.  The 

Chairman confirmed that no phone had been handed in. 

 

RESOLVED  That the sum of £200.00 be granted to the Dover Transport Museum, 

Whitfield School & the Aspen Unit, St Peter’s Church Toilet Fund and the 

Whitfield Village Hall Pitched Roof Appeal, making the total to be paid 

£800.00. 

 

 

33.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

It was brought to the Parish Council’s attention that the public footpath from Napchester Road 

to Church Whitfield was very overgrown.  It was agreed that the KCC Public Rights of Way 

officer be notified accordingly. 

 

A member of the public voiced her concern regarding the review of the library provision in 

Whitfield.  The Councillors had already received consultation leaflets and it was agreed that 

details of the public meeting to be held on 15th July be advertised on the Parish Council notice 

boards. 

 

Concern was raised regarding the lack of pedestrian management within the new layout at 

Tesco car park and that ice and snow was not cleared from the car park making it dangerous 

for vehicles and pedestrians. 

 

 

34.  MINERALS DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

 

The Parish Council considered its response to Kent County Council’s Mineral Development 

Framework consultation document in the light of comments made by members of the Planning 

Committee. 

 

RESOLVED: That the following comments be submitted to Kent County Council in 

response to the Minerals Development Framework consultation document: 

 

1) There was a need for the sites to be carefully monitored to ensure they 

were not overworked; 

 

2) The Council was keen to ensure extracted materials were recycled and 

would like to know what the plans and environmental considerations 

were for this process. 

 

35.  DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT 

 

The Parish Council considered a quote received for the work needed to the Pavilion to 

improve disabled access.  A debate ensued as to the adequacy of the original tender 

documentation and relevant insurances that needed to be held by the contractors. 



   

  

 

RESOLVED:  That tender documentation be prepared by Councillor B Binfield and sent 

out to a designated list of contractors. 

 

 

36.  DDC CORPORATE PLAN 2006-2012 

 

The Parish Council noted the receipt of Dover District Council’s Corporate Plan, entitled 

Dover District  - The Bigger Picture 2006-2012.  It was agreed that this document be 

circulated and any comments given to the Clerk by the end of August to be considered at the 

September meeting. 

 

 

37.  DDC COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 

The Parish Council received a report from Dover District Councillor C Meredith, regarding 

the current situation and forthcoming meetings regarding the Local Development Framework.  

Councillors were reminded of the Cabinet meeting to be held on 20
th

 July 2006 and the 

District Council meeting scheduled for 24
th

 July 2006. 

 

 

38.  REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

 

A) ROADS & FOOTPATHS 

 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Roads & Footpaths 

Committee held on 20
th

 June 2006.   

 

Councillor D Ditcher requested that the bollards outside Number 12, Sandwich Road, 

Whitfield be placed on the agenda for the Committee’s next meeting 

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Roads and Footpaths 

Committee held on 20
th

 June 2006 be received.  

 

 

B)  FINANCE 

  

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 21
st
 

June 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance Committee held on 

21
st
 June 2006 be received and the recommendations contained in 

Minute Number 2 be adopted. 

 

 

39.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The Chairman drew Councillors’ attention to a Councillors’ Information Day to be held on 

22
nd

 July 2006, arranged by KAPC.  He advised that any Councillor wishing to attend should 

let the Clerk know as soon as possible. 

 

 

40.  PARISH OFFICE 

 

The Parish Council considered the Clerk’s report regarding the furniture and office machine 

requirements for the Parish Office (handed out at the meeting). 

 

RESOLVED: (a) That an Afficio 2020D photocopier be leased for a period of 5 years at a 

cost of £58.14 and a 0.55p copy charge, the cost during the remainder of 

2006/07 to be met from Reserves; 

   



   

  

(b) That a four-drawer filing cabinet and tambour-door cupboard be 

purchased   from Viking Direct Ltd at a cost of  £526.00 to be met from the 

Administration provision in the Council’s 2006/07 Budget; 

 

(c) That the Parish Council’s internet connection be upgraded to Broadband 

with Virgin.net, at a cost of £17.99 per month (payable by Direct Debit), the 

cost to be met from the Administration provision in the Council’s 2006/07 

Budget. 

 

 

41.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

(xiii) The Chairman advised all Councillors of the Parish Councils Meeting organized by 

the Whitfield Action Group for 21
st
 July 2006 at 6.30pm in Whitfield Village Hall.  

He encouraged all Councillors to attend; 

 

(xiv) Councillor B Binfield advised that full planning permission had been received for the 

Parish Flagpole.  The Chairman thanked him for the work he had done regarding this 

matter;   

 

(xv) It was reported that the sign at the entrance to the Recreation Ground from Sandwich 

Road had been covered in graffiti. 

 

 

42.  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

 

RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, the public be instructed to withdraw. 

 

43.  PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES 

 

The Clerk reported that she had received notification from Dover District Council that no 

election had been requested so the Council was free to co-opt members if it so wished. 

 

The Chairman advised that there was one candidate, Mr Jeffrey Goodsell.  His letter of 

introduction was read to the Council and Mr Goodsell was invited to take questions from the 

Councillors. 

 

RESOLVED: That Mr Jeffrey Goodsell be co-opted as a member of Whitfield Parish 

Council and arrangements be made for him to make his Declaration of 

Office in due course. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

 

 

 

COUNCILLOR G COWAN 

CHAIRMAN  



   

  

 

 

 

 

WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 12
th

 September 2006 at 7.30pm in the 

Sports Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Whitfield. Dover. 

 

Present 

 

Councillor G Cowan (Chairman) 

 

Councillor K Barraclough  

Councillor B Binfield  

Councillor L Brooks (from item 4) 

Councillor P Capper. 

 Councillor D Ditcher 

Councillor J Goodsell 

Councillor K Gowland 

Councillor Mrs C Moore (from Agenda item 9) 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs S Gowland and Councillor S Rashid  

  

 

44.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors present made no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

 

 

45.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    
 

It was proposed by Councillor D Ditcher and seconded by Councillor K Gowland that the 

minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 July 2006 be accepted as a true record. 

  

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 July 2006 be accepted and 

    signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

46.  FINANCE 

 

The Parish Council considered the financial reports for July and August 2006.   

 

The Parish Council considered the payment of Kent County Council’s invoice for £722.69 + 

VAT in respect of six month’s grass cutting. 

 

The Parish Council noted that the Annual Return had been duly audited and no issues had 

been raised by the External Auditors.      

 

 RESOLVED: (a) That the financial reports for July 2006 be accepted and the Schedule of 

    Payments totalling £6,906.80 be signed by the Chairman; 

 

   (b) That the financial reports for August 2006 be accepted and the Schedule 

of     Payments totalling £2,349.63 be signed by the Chairman; 

 

(c) That Kent County Council’s invoice for £722.69 + VAT in respect of six 

month’s grass cutting be paid. 

 

 



   

  

47.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

The Chairman of the Whitfield Action Group advised the Parish Council of the current 

position regarding WAG.  He advised that a separate bank account had now been opened and 

new members were being sought.  WAG had received recognition both at district and regional 

level.  This was mainly due to the hard work of the dedicated members over recent months.  

There had been a good response to the Parish Councils meeting held in July. 

 

Councillor D Ditcher proposed a vote of thanks the WAG Committee for its work so far.  This 

was seconded by Councillor Keith Gowland and duly carried. 

 

The Parish Council was asked whether a response had been received from Tesco regarding its 

Car Park.  The Chairman reported that no response had been received and he would follow 

this matter up.  

 

It was requested that the financial reports be included with the papers distributed to the 

members of the public attending the meetings. 

 

It was reported that the directional sign to the Recreation Ground had now been moved to the 

correct position.  Signage to Church Whitfield was in a poor state. 

 

The Chairman of the Recreation Committee was asked whether new equipment had been 

planned for the Play Ground as this had been budgeted for in the 2006/07 Precept. The 

Committee Chairman explained that the Council would shortly be consulting the local 

children as to what equipment they would like to have in the area.  It was requested that 

something suitable for disabled children be considered. 

 

The Council was asked whether it had received any further information regarding the Library 

following the Public Meeting held in July.  Nothing further had been made available. 

 

 

48.  KENT WASTE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

 

The Parish Council considered an invitation to attend Kent County Council’s Waste 

Development Framework seminar regarding proposals to site an incinerator in the area, one 

proposed site being the White Cliffs Business Park. 

 

It was noted that the consultation period was short and an extraordinary meeting might have to 

be called to consider the Parish Council’s response. 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor J Goodsell and Councillor K Gowland should attend the 

Kent County Council Seminar on 13
th

 September 2006 as an approved duty. 

 

 

49.  DDC CORPORATE PLAN 2006-2012 

 

The Parish Council considered Dover District Councils’ document “Dover District – The 

Bigger Picture 2006-2012”.  The Clerk reported that she had received no comments on the 

document. 

 

RESOLVED:  That Dover District Councils’ document “Dover District – The Bigger 

Picture 2006-2012” be noted. 

 

 

50. UNUSED LAND NEAR WHITLEY WALK, WHITFIELD 

 

The Parish Council considered Dover District Council’s letter of 16
th

 August 2006regarding 

the planning issues relating to the land near Whitley Walk, Whitfield. 

 

RESOLVED: That a site meeting be arranged, to be attended by the Parish Council, 

representatives from Dover District Council and local residents interested in 



   

  

the land. 

 

 

51.      GRANTS 

 

The Parish Council considered a request for financial assistance from the Buckland Mill 

Bowls Club. 

 

The Parish council considered a request for support from Kent BTCV for the Kent Tree and 

Pond Warden Schemes. 

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Buckland Mill Bowls Club be asked for further information 

regarding equipment needed and its membership policies; 

 

 (b) That no grant be made to BTCV for the Kent Tree and Pond Warden 

schemes for the 2006/07 financial year. 

 

 

52.    ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

 

The Parish Council considered an email received from a local resident regarding repeated 

vandalism to his property, together with other anti-social behaviour issues in the village. 

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That an article be placed in the Whitfield News urging people suffering 

vandalism to their properties to report incidents to the police; 

  

 (b) That Kent Police be asked for information as to what resources had been 

used to deal with problems regarding the A2 Underpass. 

 

 

53.    GRAND VILLAGE FETE 

 

The Parish Council considered whether a Grand Village Fete should be held in 2007. 

 

RESOLVED:  That a village event should be held in 2007, to be facilitated by the Parish 

Council and organized in conjunction with the local community.  

 

 

54.  DDC COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 

The Parish Council received a report from Dover District Councillor C Meredith, regarding 

the current situation regarding the Local Development Framework.  He handed out a press 

release regarding potential delays to the LDF timetable due to problems encountered by 

authorities elsewhere in the country.  He stressed again that Whitfield was the key area for 

development in the District Council’s plans. 

 

He reported that he had attended a special meeting in August regarding the KCC incinerator 

proposals and Dover District Council was opposed to an incinerator being built anywhere in 

the district. 

55.  REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

 

 RECREATION 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held 

on 13
th

 July 2006.   

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held on 

13
th

 July 2006 be received.  

 

 

ROADS & FOOTPATHS 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the Roads & Footpaths Committee held on 18
th
 



   

  

July 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: (b) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance Committee held on 18
th
 

July June 2006 be received. 

 

 

HOUSING 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the Housing Committee held on 20
th

 July 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: (c) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Housing Committee held on 20
th

 

July 2006 be received. 

 

 

RECREATION 
The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the Recreation Committee held on 5

th
 

September 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: (d) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance Committee held on 18
th
 

July June 2006 be received; 

 

 (e) That Pharos Insurance’s quote of £382.15 in respect of the motor 

insurance for the Recreation Vehicle be accepted; 

 

(f) That a planning application be submitted for the disabled access 

improvement works to the Pavilion. 

 

 

HOUSING  

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the Housing Committee held on 7
th

 September 

2006. 

 

RESOLVED: (g) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Housing Committee held on 20
th

 

July 2006 be received and the recommendations contained in Minute 

Number 23 be adopted. 

 

Councillor P Capper nominated and Councillor K Gowland seconded the election of 

Councillor D Ditcher for the position of Chairman of the Planning Committee for the 

remainder of 2006/07.  There were no other nominations.  A vote was taken. 

 

The Committee considered the appointment of Councillor J Goodsell to serve on the 

Recreation Committee 

 

 

RESOLVED:  (h) That Councillor D Ditcher elected Chairman of the Planning Committee 

for the remainder of the 2006/07 Municipal Year.   

 

 (i) That Councillor J Goodsell be formally appointed to serve on the Parish 

Council’s Recreation Committee for the remainder of the 2006/07 

Municipal Year  

 

 

56.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The Chairman advised that the Minutes of the last KAPC Dover Committee meeting were to 

be circulated in the September Correspondence Envelope. 

 

 

57.  ORDER OF BUSINESS 

  

RESOLVED:  That the Order of Business be amended to enable Any Other Business to be 

taken before the Exclusion of the Public.  



   

  

 

 

58.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Councillor D Ditcher stated that he considered that a more formal dress code should be 

introduced for Parish Council meetings as he thought it inappropriate for Councillors to attend 

in shorts. 

 

 

59.  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

 

RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, the public be instructed to withdraw. 

 

 

60.  STAFFING 

 

The Parish Council noted the resignation of the Village Cleaner and considered the 

recruitment of a replacement. 

 

RESOLVED: (a) That Mr Brian Gardner be invited to the next Parish Council meeting so 

that he could be formally thanked for his work for the Council; 

 

(b) That the person who covered the Groundsman’s duties in the 

Groundsman’s absence be asked whether he would be interested in taking 

on the role of Village Cleaner.  If he was not interested then the vacancy 

should be advertised in the Whitfield News and on the Parish noticeboards. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 

 

 

 

COUNCILLOR G COWAN 

CHAIRMAN  



   

  

 

 

 

 

WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 10
th

 October 2006 at 7.30pm in the Sports 

Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Whitfield. Dover. 

 

Present 

 

Councillor G Cowan (Chairman) 

 

Councillor L Brooks  

Councillor P Capper. 

 Councillor D Ditcher 

Councillor J Goodsell 

Councillor K Gowland  

Councillor Mrs S Gowland 

Councillor Mrs C Moore (from Agenda item 5) 

Councillor S Rashid (from Agenda item 5 to 10) 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K Barraclough & Councillor B Binfield  

  

 

61.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors present made no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

 

 

62.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    
 

It was proposed by Councillor K Gowland and seconded by Councillor D Ditcher that the 

minutes of the meeting held on 12
th

 September 2006 be accepted as a true record. 

  

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12
th

 September 2006 be accepted 

and     signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

63.  FINANCE 

 

The Parish Council considered the financial report for September 2006.   

 

The Parish Council considered the payment of £12977.88 to HM Revenue & Customs in 

respect of Income Tax and National Insurance Contributions for the second quarter. 

 

RESOLVED: (a) That the financial reports for September 2006 be accepted and the 

Schedule of Payments totalling £2,745.43 be signed by the Chairman; 

 

(c) That payment of £12977.88 be made to HM Revenue & Customs in 

respect of Income Tax and National Insurance Contributions for the second 

quarter. 

 

 

 

64.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

The Parish Council was asked whether it was aware of increased amount of rubbish, drinks 

cans and broken glass that was being left on the Recreation Ground. The Chairman replied 



   

  

that the Parish Council was aware of the situation and was taking action to stop this.  The 

Clerk had been in touch with the Police and the Anti-Social Behaviour Unit at Dover District 

Council.  It was suggested that the CCTV system could be used to better effect to ascertain 

where and when the problems were occurring.  The Chairman advised that he was dealing 

with the problem of litter left by the football teams at the weekends. 

  

 

65.  KENT WASTE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SPATIAL OPTIONS 

CONSULTATION 

 

The Chairman gave an oral report of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 21
st
 September 2006.  

Following reports by the Councillors who attended the Kent County Council Seminar on 13
th
 

September 2006, a formal reply was agreed.  It was also agreed that letters be sent to all 

residents asking for their support of the Council’s view that no incinerator should be built in 

the Dover District.  The cost of the leaflet was £112 for 2,000, which were delivered with the 

assistance of the Whitfield Action Group and also distributed in Eythorne and Elvington by 

Eythorne Parish Council. 

 

 

66. UNUSED LAND NEAR WITLEY WALK, WHITFIELD 

 

The Chairman reported that there had been a good attendance at the Site meeting held on 9
th

 

October regarding the vacant land between Witley Walk and Farncombe Way.  The residents 

had agreed that the way forward was to set up a steering group to meet in the Sports Pavilion 

to consider the issues raised, draw up plans and submit the required change of use planning 

application.   

 

It was suggested that once the area had been divided the Parish Council could look at 

providing footpath lighting for the access routes across the land.  

 

 

67.      REVIEW OF WATER SCARCITY IN DOVER DISTRICT 

 

The Parish Council noted the receipt of Dover District Council’s Review of Water Scarcity in 

Dover District. 

 

 

68.    GRANTS & SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

The Parish Council considered the Kent & Sussex Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group’s 

letter regarding annual subscription. 

 

The Parish Council considered the renewal of the subscription to the Land Management 

Information Service (LaMIS). 

 

The Parish Council considered the additional information supplied by the Gateway Bowls 

Club. 

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Parish Council would not subscribe to the a Kent & Sussex 

Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group; 

 

 (b) That the Parish Council would not renew its subscription to LaMIS; 

 

(c) That a grant of £200 be made to the Gateway Bowls Club for new 

equipment. 

 

 

 

 

69.  DDC COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 



   

  

The Parish Council received a report from Dover District Councillors C Meredith and P Lodge 

regarding Dover District Council’s response to the Kent Waste Management Strategy 

Consultation, the new Neighbourhood Forum proposals, the plans for a prison on the 

Connaught Barracks site, the withdrawal of the planning application for two wind turbines at 

the Tesco store and Esso’s current position regarding the disused petrol station. 

. 

 

70.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
 

No Councillor present wished to make a report.  

 

 

71.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Councillor J Goodsell asked whether more information could be submitted to the Village 

News sections of the local papers.  It was suggested that local groups be asked for 

contributions via the Whitfield News. 

 

Councillor J Goodsell advised that Whitfield Action Group had a meeting with Dover District 

Council soon and would report back on the issues raised. 

 

Councillor D Ditcher advised that he had received a complaint from a local resident regarding 

the noise coming from the Ramada Marquee. 

 

Councillor L Brooks asked for an update regarding the repairs to the gate and fencing at the 

Sandwich Road entrance to the Recreation Ground.  The Clerk advised that the Groundsman 

had been working on this. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.18pm. 

 

 

 

COUNCILLOR G COWAN 

CHAIRMAN  



   

  

 

 

 

 

WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitfield Parish Council held on 14
th

 November 2006 at 7.30pm in the 

Sports Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Whitfield. Dover. 

 

Present 

 

Councillor G Cowan (Chairman) 

 

Councillor K Barraclough 

 Councillor L Brooks  

Councillor P Capper. 

 Councillor D Ditcher 

Councillor J Goodsell 

Councillor K Gowland  

Councillor Mrs S Gowland 

Councillor Mrs C Moore (from Agenda item 4) 

Councillor S Rashid  

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor B Binfield  

  

 

72.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors present made no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 

 

 

73.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING    
 

It was proposed by Councillor K Gowland and seconded by Councillor P Capper that the 

minutes of the meeting held on 10
th

 October 2006 be accepted as a true record, subject to the 

amendment of Minute 63 (c) to read ‘£1.297.88’. 

  

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 10
th

 October 2006 be accepted as a 

true record, subject to the amendment of Minute 63 (c) to read ‘£1.297.88’ 

and signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

74. PRESENTATION BY WARD HOMES 

 

The Chairman advised that the representatives from Ward Homes had been able to reschedule 

their presentation to the Parish Council at short notice.  He reminded Councillors that as this 

was not an Agenda item the presentation would be for information purposes only at this stage.  

He then introduces Mr M Drury of Ward Homes and Mr G Fintoft of the Barton Willmore 

Partnership. 

 

Mr Drury and Mr Fintoft gave a presentation on Ward Homes’ plans for the development of 

the area of land bordered by Singledge Lane, Green Lane, the Ramada Hotel and the A2.  Two 

housing options were put forward, one allowing for the widening of the A2 at a later date, the 

other not.  The company acknowledged that access onto the A” was a major challenge and 

solutions were being investigated.  The proposed development would be phased over five 

years and the quota for affordable housing would be met. 

 

After a period of time for questions from Councillors, the Chairman thanked Mr Drury and Mr 

Fintoft for their presentation and asked that the Parish Council be kept informed of their 



   

  

progress with the scheme. 

 

 

75.  VILLAGE CLEANER 

 

The Chairman presented a gift of an engraved glass and coaster to Mr B Gardner in 

recognition of his service to the Parish as Village Cleaner.  

 

 

76.  FINANCE 

 

The Parish Council considered the financial report for October 2006.   

 

The Parish Council considered the payment of the following invoices: 

 

  Vicol Supplies – Pitch Line Marking Liquid  £263.44 

Audit Commission – Audit Fees 2006   £411.25 

IJC Electrical – Electrical repairs to Pavilion  £543.44  

 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the financial reports for October 2006 be accepted and the Schedule 

of Payments totalling £2,854.81 be signed by the Chairman; 

 

(b) That payment of £263.44 be made to Vicol Supplies in respect of the 

purchase of Pitch Line Marker Fluid, the cost to be met from the Recreation 

allocation in the 2006/07 budget; 

 

(c) That payment of £411.25 be made to the Audit Commission in respect of 

the Audit Fees for 2006, the cost to be met from the Audit Fees allocation in 

the 2006/07 budget; 

 

(d) That payment of £543.44 be made to IJC Electrical in respect of 

electrical repairs carried out to the Pavilion, the cost to be met from the 

Recreation allocation in the 2006/07 budget. 

 

 

77.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

A Parishioner commented on the presentation by Ward Homes and voiced concerns regarding 

overburdening of village roads and associated air pollution. 

 

Concern was raised regarding the proposed siting of a telephone mast at Lenacre Farm in 

Forge Lane. Whitfield.  Councillor Mrs Moore advised that she had studied the planning 

application and there were no objections with regard to material considerations.  

 

Councillor Mrs C Moore and Councillor J Goodsell both declared an interest in this issue as 

they used the service for which the mast would be installed. 

 

The Parish Council was asked for an update regarding the litter problem on the Recreation 

Ground. The Chairman reported the action taken to date. 

  

 

 

78. UNUSED LAND NEAR WITLEY WALK, WHITFIELD 

 

The Parish Council noted the Chairman’s oral report on the meeting held on 2
nd

 November 

2006, at which a committee was elected. 

 

 

79.  DOVER WEST NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM   

 



   

  

The Parish Council noted the minutes of a meeting held on 21
st
 September 2006 regarding the 

future of the Dover Local Board. 

  

The Parish Council considered the appointment of representatives to serve on the Dover West 

Neighbourhood Forum. 

 

RESOLVED:  That Councillor G Cowan and Councillor K Gowland be appointed at the 

Parish Council’s representatives to serve on the Dover West Neighbourhood 

Forum. 

 

 

80.  ANNUAL TOWN & PARISH COUNCILS MEETING 

 

The Parish Council considered Dover District Council’s letter of 6
th

 October 2006 and the 

appointment of representatives to attend the meeting on 23
rd

 November 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: That Councillor G Cowan, Councillor K Gowland and Councillor J 

Goodsell be appointed at the Parish Council’s representatives to attend the 

Parish Councils meeting on 23
rd

 November 2006. 

 

 

81.  GRANTS & SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

The Parish Council considered Victim Support Kent’s letter of 1
st
 November 2006 requesting 

financial assistance. 

 

RESOLVED:  a) That a grant of £100 be made to Victim Support Kent, the cost to be met 

from the Grants and Subscriptions allocation in the 2006/07 budget; 

 

b) That the sum of £200 be included in the 2007/08 budget to be used as a 

grant for Victim Support Kent. 

 

 
82.  DOVER DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 

The Parish Council received a report from Dover District Councillor C Meredith regarding 

issues he was currently involved with, including concerns raised over the width of the road at 

Archers Place, lack of signage for the Port Zone, for which he asked the Parish Council for 

support, and an update on the proposals for the derelict ESSO station. 

 

 

83.  HOUSING COMMITTEE 
 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the meetings of the Housing Committee held on 

11
th

 October 2006 and 6
th

 November 2006 (handed out at the meeting). 

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meetings of the Housing Committee held on 11
th

 

October 2006 and 6
th

 November 2006 be received. 

 

 

84. ROADS & FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE 

 

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Roads & Footpaths 

Committee held on 17
th

 October 2006. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Roads & Footpaths Committee held 

on 17
th

 October 2006 be received. 

 

 

85. RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 



   

  

The Parish Council considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held 

on 7
th

 November 2007 (handed out at the meeting).  Concern was raised regarding the 

Planning Application fro the improvements to the disabled access to the Pavilion.  Councillor 

G Cowan requested that it be minuted that his work regarding the pavilion kitchen was 

undertaken voluntarily in his role as a Parish Councillor.  

 

RESOLVED: a) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Housing Committee held on 7
th

 

November 2006 be received and the recommendations contained in Minute 

Numbers 61 and 62 be adopted. 

 

b) That the plans for improved disabled access for the Pavilion be reviewed 

by the Recreation Committee at its next meeting, prior to submission to the 

Parish Council for approval. 

 

 

86. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

The Parish Council considered a proposal to merge the Housing and Planning Committees. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Housing Committee and Planning Committee be merged in order 

that issues relating to both areas could fully considered 

  

 

87.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 

 

The Chairman advised that the KAPC AGM minutes would be circulated as soon as they had 

been received. 

 

Councillor K Gowland reported on the meeting of the Police Forum.   It was possible that a 

PCSO would be appointed for the village.  It was agreed that more information was required 

regarding this and the Area Commander should be invited to a future meeting. 

 

  

88. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

The Clerk advised that she had details of the AGM of CRPE Kent, should anyone be 

interested in attending. 

. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.08pm. 

 

 

 

COUNCILLOR G COWAN 

CHAIRMAN  

 


