
 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 13
th

 January 2004 in 

the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

Present  : Chairman, Cllr. W. McCready;  Cllrs. P. Capper;  G. Cowan;   

K. Gowland;  M. Howling-Neame;  M. Morgan;  S. Rashid; 

D. Ditcher; L. Perkins; A. Race; L. Brooks; C. Moore. 

Parish Clerk, S. Hammond. DD Ward Cllr. Meredith. 

  

Apologies : Cllrs. O. Kinson; J. Newport 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  None 

 

Following the apologies, the Chairman advised the members that Cllr. Newport has been 

involved in a serious road traffic accident and was in hospital.  He suggested that the Council 

send flowers and a card. All agreed.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

1. Plan of Housing Around Recreation Clerk to contact Kent Drawings again to 

obtain more information on what detail can be shown on the drawings.  Further drawing 

obtained.  Item moved to Agenda. 

 

2. New Plans for Recreation Clerk to contact Kent Drawings again to obtain more 

information on what detail can be shown on the drawings.  Further drawing obtained.  Item 

moved to Agenda. 

 

3. Overgrown Hedge Clerk to contact DDC to seek confirmation of who is 

responsible for keeping tidy the hedge that runs from 1-11 Beauxfield, Sandwich Road side.  

Clerk informed the Council that following an inspection, DDC do not see this issue as a 

priority as the overgrown hedge is not dangerous nor causing a problem at present and 

therefore will ‘put it to the bottom of the pile’. Clerk to write to DDC and ask for that 

comment in writing. 

 

 JCB Usage Ovenden have completed works.  Ground currently not suitable.  

Clerk to contact Jim Cox when ground is softer.  Work completed 17
th
 December 2003.   

Item complete. 

 

 Previous Mast Application Clerk to look back at planning application history log 

to see if a proposal had been previously submitted, for a 12m telecommunications mast 

situated at London Road, Whitfield Hill.  Clerk reported no such previous application.   

Item complete. 

 

 

 

 



 

Finances 
 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted. 

 

Payments by Cheque for November 

 

DDNWA £10.00 Seeboard Energy £71.55 

Audit Commission £293.75 Allen Willson £192.48 

Brian Gardner £27.24 British Gas £179.51 

KCC (KCS) £747.71 Clive Meredith £20.00 

Allen Willson £192.48 Brian Gardner £27.03 

Sharon Hammond £674.54 Inland Revenue £384.55 

 

Payments by Cheque for December 

 

Wicksteed Leisure £300.87 BT £53.34 

KCC (KCS) £37.39 FDWS £7.89 

Allen Willson £192.48 Brian Gardner £27.25 

Sharon Hammond £100.00 W R Simcock £20.00 

Viking £67.97 Sharon Hammond £674.75 

Brian Gardner £27.24 Allen Willson £192.48 

BT £81.73 Inland Revenue £340.29 

 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the Council approve and 

authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

The Chairman advised the Council that there would be an additional Agenda Item of ‘Active 

Security Systems Maintenance Agreement’ that would be dealt with after Subscriptions and 

Donations.  He apologised for not mentioning this before the meeting started. 

 

Public Participation 
 

None 

 

Correspondence 

 

DDC – Town & Parish Council Webpage – clerk to advise DDC of Cllr. names & positions 

Letter from Mr. A.J. Christian – request to become voluntary tree & pond warden – clerk to 

write to Mr Christian welcoming his voluntary services. 

DDC – Free Energy Advice 

DDC – Appointment of Parish Rep for Local Development Framework Group 

DDC – Appointment of Parish Rep for Standards Committee 

Audit Commission – Questionnaire on local Council – input given by all and completed at 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other Correspondence circulated - December 

 
KAPC – Minutes of the Meeting 30

th
 October 2003 

Kent Police Newsletter - October 

KAPC Newsletter 

Wildwood Tree Care Brochure 

KCC Playing Fields Association Newsletter 

Local Heritage Initiative News 

Community Strategies Brochure 

Local Councils Update 

Kent Police Newsletter – November 

Kent Partnership – Vision for Kent Brochure 

The Waymarker Newsletter – December 

KAPC – Parish News 

Journal of the International Tree Foundation – December 2003 
 
Other Correspondence circulated – January 

 

KCC – Bringing the Vision to Life Brochure 

Pfizer Newsletter 

Kent Police Newsletter 

KCC – News Release 

Local Councils Update  

DDC – Notes of Meeting & Charter 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

 

The chairman read out a letter from SERPA (South East Regional Play Association) 

requesting a voluntary contribution of £20.00.  As the Parish Council have not made a 

contribution to this organisation for the last 2 years, it was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and 

seconded by Cllr. Moore that again, no donation should be made for 2004/2005. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Rashid that we renew our membership 

with SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks) at a cost of £80.00.  Carried. 

 

Active Security Systems Maintenance Agreement 
 

The Chairman read out a letter from Active Security Systems regarding the maintenance 

agreement on the Pavilion alarm that was up for renewal. The agreement offered two options; 

first option, at a cost of £45.00 (inc VAT), comprised of one annual visit with a thorough 

check of system and any necessary materials, labour and additional callouts would be charged 

out on top.  The second option, at a cost of £75.00 (inc VAT) is same as first option but all 

labour, materials and callouts are included. 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the second 

option should be chosen at a cost of £75.00.  Carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Precept for 2004 

  



 

The Clerk handed out an updated spreadsheet of the continuous Precept allocation following 

decisions made by the Finance Committee the previous week. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Rashid and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the Precept amount and 

allocation for 2004/5 was acceptable. All in favour. Carried. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Cowan that the minutes of the Finance 

Committee Meeting held on 6
th
 January 2004 were a true and accurate record of the 

proceedings. Carried. 

 

Parish Allowances 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the minutes of 

the Extraordinary Meeting held on 16
th
 December 2003 were a true and accurate record of the 

proceedings.  Carried. 

 

The Chairman read out a letter from Jim Horne at DDC regarding Parish Allowances.   

 

Cllr. Cowan confirmed that during the extraordinary meeting, it was agreed that the amount 

recommended by the Parish Remuneration Panel for a medium sized Council such as 

Whitfield, of £216.00 per Councillor and £432.00 for the Chairman, should be accepted.  

Once again, in line with their recommendations, the allowance should be index linked. 

 

Following various discussions about how the allowance should be paid, it was proposed by  

Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the allowance should be paid 

annually in arrears at the end of each financial year.  Carried. 

 

Recreation Ground Re-Surfacing 

 

Cllr. Cowan spoke about the condition of the safety tiles in the Recreation Ground play area 

and that a representative from Wicksteed Leisure had previously visited the site and prepared 

a quotation for replacing the four areas with a continual surfacing product.  The quotation was 

read out and then passed around to the members.  Cllr. Cowan confirmed that the tiles 

surrounding the slide were in the worst condition and the replacement of this area had already 

been taken into consideration when deciding on the recreation budget for 2004/5.  He 

suggested that the Council should consider the replacement of one area per year. 

 

At a cost of approximately £2500.00 (exc. VAT) it was proposed by Cllr. Moore and 

seconded by Cllr. Capper to accept the quotation from Wicksteed to replace the safety tiles 

surrounding the slide area. Carried.   

 

As the quotation dated 1/12/2003 is valid for 3 months, Cllr. Cowan suggested that the Clerk 

place an order during the middle of February 2004.  Work could commence 4-6 weeks after 

this date, by which time, our new Precept monies should have arrived. 
 

Gang Mowing Costs for 2004  
 

As only one quotation for Gang Mowing had been obtained, this item was not discussed.  The 

Chairman advised the Clerk to obtain a further two quotations so that the costs can be 

compared. 
 

 

Pavilion Gas Meter 
 

The clerk raised concerns over the high gas bills for the Pavilion and advised that the boiler 



 

had not been serviced for at least 4 years. British Gas quoted approximately £80.00 for a 

service and it was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Cowan that the boiler 

should be serviced without delay.  Clerk to arrange.  Carried. 

 

Pitch Marking Materials for Recreation Ground 

 

The Chairman read out the costs for 8 x 10 litre drums of marking concentrate for the football 

pitches at £33.20 & VAT for each drum, total cost £320.00.  Cllr. Morgan asked if there was 

any advantage in buying in bulk.  As this amount of concentrate would last a whole year, it 

was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher to place the bulk order. Carried. 

 

Recreation Ground Drawings 

 

As per previous discussions, the Clerk had obtained a more detailed example drawing from 

Kent Drawing Publications Ltd and this was passed around to the members.  It was proposed 

by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Morgan that the example map shown was 

suitable and an order should be placed on that basis.  

 

Clerks Computer 

 

The clerk explained to the members about the problems she was having with the office 

computer and the main concern was not being able to collect the e-mails.  Cllr. Howling-

Neame offered to have a look and said that if he could not fix it, we should ask for 

professional help.  Cllr. Howling-Neame suggested that we should spend up to £50.00, Cllr. 

Rashid suggested £100.00 and Cllr. Morgan agreed.  It was proposed by Cllr. Howling-

Neame and seconded by Cllr. Moore that if necessary, the Clerk could spend up to this 

amount. 

 

Dover District Ward Councillor Member 

 

Cllr. Meredith spoke about the lighting problems on the Whitfield Roundabout and areas of 

the A2 all of which have been continuously reported to Interoute who confirmed that there 

was a cabling problem and the matter should be resolved very quickly. He spoke briefly about 

the Esso site and that there were still no further developments regarding a prospective buyer.  

He confirmed that Sean Barber was still waiting for written confirmation from Esso to enable 

him to enter the site to clear up the litter, even though a gate has been installed for some time. 

 

Cllr. Meredith spoke of the Manley House paving problem whereby it seems that possibly a 

vehicle had driven over the newly laid slabs and they were broken again.  He asked for 

confirmation as to who was responsible for that particular area; ie DDC or the Parish Council 

and it was confirmed by our members that it is definitely DDC land.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Planning Application for Telecommunications Mast 

 

An application had been submitted to the Parish Council from DDC to approve the 

installation of a 12m telecommunications mast and equipment at the junction of London 

Road, Whitfield Hill.  Cllr. Howling-Neame had already voiced his concerns when Cllr. 



 

Meredith mentioned this item at November’s meeting, that this may be a ‘Tetra’ mast and that 

this particular type had not been sufficiently researched.   

 

Cllr. Meredith then brought to the Council’s attention a letter that he had received from Kent 

Police and upon reading it, confirmed that this was a Tetra type mast. On this basis, it was 

agreed by the Council to object to the planning application.  Cllr. Howling-Neame confirmed 

that he would attend the Planning Committee meeting at DDC on the Parish Councils behalf.   

 

Cllr. Morgan prepared a letter for the Clerk to type and send to DDC confirming that the 

Parish Council must object to the application and the reasons why.  The following was 

written: 

 

With regard to the proposed application to install a 12m mast column, equipment cabinet and 

other apparatus at the junction of London Road, Whitfield Hill, it is with regret that the 

Whitfield Parish Council must object to this application. 

 

Although not mentioned on the application, it was brought to the attention of the Council at 

our ordinary meeting on 13
th
 January 2004, that this mast is to be used for ‘TETRA’ type 

telecommunications.  The Parish Council is put to understand that this type of communication 

has not been proven safe and therefore the Council must object. 

  

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Morgan read out the new planning applications and the ones that had been granted 

during last couple of months. Some discussion was held over the planning proposals that had 

been given to each of the planning committee members that evening. 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that some of the football matches had been cancelled due to weather and 

the condition of the pitches.  He confirmed that he had passed a total of £107.50 to the Clerk 

that evening for matches that had taken place. 

 

Cllr. Cowan spoke of the various requests by the older children for some lighting in the 

Tennis Courts so that they could play there in the evenings.  He asked that this matter be put 

on the Agenda for February’s meeting and that the Council members should spend some time 

thinking about the advantages and disadvantages of having floodlighting around the Court 

area.    

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland read out a letter from Kent Police regarding the findings following the use of a 

Speedgun by Dymchurch Parish Council.  Unfortunately, the results were poor and 

considering the insurance issues, Cllr. Gowland suggested that the Parish Council put the use 

of the Speedgun ‘on ice’ for now. 

 

 

 

The Clerk reported that she was still waiting for a letter from KCC regarding the installation 

of the Flashing Speed Sign and would chase them again. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 



 

P3 

 

No report 

 

KAPC 

 

No report 

 

 

Any Other Business 
 

4. Cllr. Ditcher asked if anyone knew what was happing to the derelict properties in Old 

Park.  Cllr. Morgan thought that a proposal had been submitted during 2003 to build flats. 

Cllr. Rashid suggested contacting Bill Fawcus at Dover Harbour Board for an update as the 

site belongs to them. Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Perkins made his advance apologies for the February and April meeting. 

 

The Chairman advised the members that Cllr. Kinson had resigned from the Parish Council 

with immediate effect and it was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that 

flowers and a letter of thanks should be sent.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

Cllr. Capper mentioned that there seemed to be an excess of water at the speedbump by the 

Triangle Stores.  Also, Cllr. Moore had previously mentioned that cars entering and leaving 

the car park at the Triangle Stores concerned the nearby residents.  Clerk to write to DDC 

about both matters. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35 pm 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 10
th

 February 2004 

in the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

Present  : Chairman, Cllr. W. McCready;  Cllrs. P. Capper;  G. Cowan;   

K. Gowland;  M. Howling-Neame;  M. Morgan;   

D. Ditcher; A. Race; L. Brooks; C. Moore. 

Parish Clerk, S. Hammond. DD Ward Cllr. Meredith and two 

members of the public 

  

Apologies : Cllrs. J. Newport; L. Perkins; S. Rashid 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  None 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

1. Overgrown Hedge Clerk to contact DDC to seek confirmation of who is 

responsible for keeping tidy the hedge that runs from 1-11 Beauxfield, Sandwich Road side.  

Clerk informed the Council that following an inspection, DDC do not see this issue as a 

priority as the overgrown hedge is not dangerous nor causing a problem at present and 

therefore will ‘put it to the bottom of the pile’. Clerk to write to DDC and ask for that 

comment in writing. 

 

2. Derelict Properties at Old Park  Clerk reported that Dover Harbour Board 

sold the properties to White Cliffs Housing Association in 2003.  DHB seemed to think that 

they will renovate the houses or pull them down and rebuild.  Clerk to check back on previous 

planning applications and confirm if a proposal has been submitted. 

 

Plan of Housing Around Recreation Drawing obtained. Item Complete. 

 

New Plans for Recreation Drawing obtained. Item Complete. 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted. 

 

Payments by Cheque for January 

 

JR & SJ Cox £60.00 Allen Willson £192.48 

Brian Gardner £27.25 Viking Direct £80.30 

KCC (KCS) £13.40 Southern Water £9.45 

Brian Gardner £27.02 Allen Willson £192.48 

Kean Mowers £150.98 Active Security £75.00 

SLCC £80.00 S. Hammond £674.77 

Inland Revenue £340.48   



 

It was proposed by Cllr. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Cowan that the Council approve and 

authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

Public Participation 
 

Mr Keith Barraclough showed an interest in becoming a Councillor and wanted to sit in one 

of our meetings to observe the events. He did not wish to speak. 

 

Mr Andrew Dobson of Archers Court Road was keen to listen to the Council’s discussion on 

a planning application for the property next door to him as Cllr. Morgan advised him that the 

issue would be raised at the meeting.  He did not wish to speak. 

 

Correspondence 

 

DDC – Planning Proposal Decision – confirmation from DDC that prior approval has been 

granted for the application to install a 12m telecommunications mast at bottom of Whitfield 

Hill.  

 

Cllr. Cowan asked Cllr. Howling-Neame of the outcome of the Planning Committee meeting 

held at the Council Offices regarding this mast.  Cllr. Howling-Neame advised the Council 

that he was not able to speak at the meeting as his name was not on the list of speakers.   

3. Cllr. Cowan was concerned that the Parish Council’s points of view on this 

matter were not heard and asked that the Clerk write to DDC.  

Cllr. Capper suggested that a piece should be written in the Whitfield News advising the 

village that the Parish Council did object to the planning proposal.    

 

Other Correspondence circulated – February 

 
KAPC – Parish News 

CPRE – TCG News December 2003 

CPRE – Planning Update January 2004 

ROSPA – Annual Inspection Information for 2004 

DDC – Minutes of Standards Committee Meeting November 2003 

Kent Police – Newsletter January 2004 

Local Councils Update – February 2004 

 
Subscriptions and Donations 

  

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Cowan that the Parish Council should 

renew their annual subscription with Plus Publishing Services who publish the ‘Local 

Councils Update’ newletter at a cost of £60.00 for 12 issues.  Carried. 

 

Replacement of Gate Post 

 
The Clerk explained that one of the gate posts supporting the yellow barrier gate at the end of 

Alison Crescent had rotted beyond repair and needed replacing as a matter of urgency.  Three 

quotations, to remove the old post, supply and install a new post, were read out to the 

Council. It was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the Council 

should go with the cheapest quote from Brinkman Engineering at a cost of £258.00 + VAT.  

Carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

Recreation Ground Floodlighting  

 

Cllr. Cowan reminded the Council that this matter was mentioned in the Recreation report in 

January and was today looking for some feedback to include advantages and disadvantages of 

having this lighting. He said that running costs and neighbourhood concerns should be 

considered. After some discussion it was suggested that this matter should be mentioned in 

the Whitfield News to ask for some feedback from the residents.  Item to be put back on the 

Agenda for March. 

 

Request for Dog Show at Recreation Ground 

 

The Chairman spoke of a verbal request to hold a one day Dog Show event at the Recreation 

Ground during May/June 2004 that was not in aid of charity.  The request was to hire the 

grounds along with use of kitchen and toilet facilities for the judges.  After some discussion, it 

was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the Council should 

charge £100.00.  The Chairman asked for a vote and the majority of 5 members were in 

favour of the proposal. Carried. 

 

Flashing Speed Sign 

 

Cllr. Gowland spoke of the letter that had been received from KCC regarding the proposed 

Flashing Speed Sign and that upon visiting many of the homes near to and surrounding the 

area of installation, a welcomed response had been received and no objection had been met. 

Cllr. Gowand advised that he had committed the Parish Council to pay for the regular pruning 

of the branches outside no. 73 Archers Court Road to ensure that the sign is not obscured. 

Some discussion was held over how the traffic coming from the other direction could be 

slowed down.  

 

It was suggested that the Clerk should write an update on the Speed Sign in the next edition of 

the Whitfield News. 

 

Vice Chairman Election 

 

The Chairman explained that following the resignation of Cllr. Kinson, the Council now 

needed to elect a Vice Chairman.  It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. 

Ditcher that Cllr. Cowan, who was already temporary vice chairman, should be elected.  All 

in favour.  Carried. 

 

Dover District Ward Councillor Member 

 

Cllr. Meredith spoke once again about the lighting problems in the area which he hope would 

be resolved quickly. He advised that the repairs to the pavement outside Manley House had 

been approved and that the work, to include the installation of bollards, should be completed 

by March. 

 

He reported on the Esso site and confirmed that they had committed to putting up a new fence 

and cleaning up the site.  He advised that Sean Barber of McDonalds had received a 

certificate from Esso giving him permission to enter the site to clean up the rubbish, however 

they would charge him for the privilege. The certificate was promptly sent back and a new 

one, without this clause, was requested.  Cllr. Meredith advised that he wants to set up a 

meeting with Esso and urged that a couple of Council members should attend.   

 

 

 



 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Morgan read out the new planning applications and the ones that had been granted 

during last month. He then spoke of a planning application to demolish one house and then 

erect three new detached dwellings at 18 Archers Court Road.  After some discussion and a 

look at the plans, it was decided that the Council should object to the proposal.  Cllr. Morgan 

to draft a letter for the Clerk to type and send to DDC.  

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that not many football matches had taken place due to the weather and 

the condition of the pitches.  The Groundsman had advised him that a fire extinguisher had 

been let off by one of the teams and they were trying to find out who was responsible.  Also, 

lights had been left on in the changing rooms, the Pavilion alarm hadn’t been set and a car had 

driven over the grass to drop a player off.   

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that the safety tiled floor area under the flat swings was wearing away 

and suggested that this area should be replaced before the slide area, as it was used more.  All 

agreed. 

 

He reported that the plans for the Recreation Ground and surrounding housing had arrived 

and it was proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the plans 

should be framed and hung up in the Pavilion.  It was suggested that a perspex front would be 

suitable to enable charcoal drawings on it if necessary. 

 

Cllr. Cowan asked the Clerk to write to the secretaries of the two football teams that regularly 

use the recreation ground, Eythorne Rovers and Cargo Bulls, to ask them for a £50.00 deposit 

each which will be refunded at the end of the season providing no damage has occurred.  

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland reported that the footpath behind Farncombe Way was covered in litter and 

asked the Clerk to write to DDC to ask for it to be cleaned. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

Cllr. Ditcher mentioned that bags of doss mess were once again appearing in trees, but apart 

from that, no report. 

 

KAPC 

 

No report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Any Other Business 
 

Cllr. Brooks talked about the lighting near to his house and that he preferred the new style 

lamppost that only shines light directly downward. He also stated that he was very 

disappointed that the Parish Council had decided not to pursue the use of the Speedgun in the 

village but understood the reasons why. 

 

Cllr. Gowland said that he was disappointed that the Parish Council did not get an invite to 

the re-opening of the Ramada Hotel. 

 

The Chairman advised the Council that Cllr. Newport had been moved to Deal Hospital.  He 

also asked for suggestions on who we could invite to speak at the Annual General Meeting 

coming up in April. He suggested inviting Sean Barber who is the organiser of the Just Bin It 

Campaign or Tony Christian who is the Tree and Pond Warden for Whitfield.  No other 

suggestions were made. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 9
th

 March 2004 in 

the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present  : Chairman, Cllr. W. McCready;  Cllrs. P. Capper;  G. Cowan;   

K. Gowland;  M. Howling-Neame;  M. Morgan;  S. Rashid; 

A. Race; L. Brooks; C. Moore. 

Parish Clerk, S. Hammond. DD Ward Cllr. Meredith. 

Mr Sean Barber and Ms. Lisa Phillips of McDonalds Restaurant. 

 

Apologies : Cllrs. J. Newport; L. Perkins; D. Ditcher 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  None 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Brooks that the minutes were a true and 

accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

1. Overgrown Hedge Clerk to contact DDC to seek confirmation of who is 

responsible for keeping tidy the hedge that runs from 1-11 Beauxfield, Sandwich Road side.  

Clerk said that a letter had been received from DDC Highway Unit confirming that the issue 

was a low priority.  The hedge has now been trimmed back. 

 

2. Telecommunications Mast The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been written to 

the Chairman of the Planning Committee asking why our Council member was not allowed to 

speak at the DDC Planning Committee meeting regarding the mast.  Awaiting a reply. 

 

 

Derelict Properties at Old Park  Clerk reported that a planning application submitted 

in July 2003 had been approved and the site developer had advised that the properties will be 

demolished late March 2004 with the new build starting in April of 10, one bedroom houses 

and 2, disabled bungalows.  Item Complete. 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Payments by Cheque for February 

 
Dover District Council £72.00 Dover District Council £82.06 

Seeboard Energy £60.82 Brian Gardner £27.25 

Allen Willson £192.48 Sharon Hammond £100.00 

British Gas £128.59 Kent Drawing 

Publications 

£72.00 

Plus Publishing 

Services 

£60.00 Vicol Supplies £335.58 

Clive Meredith £20.00 Brian Gardner £27.25 

Allen Willson £192.48 Sharon Hammond £674.76 

Sharon Hammond £150.00 Active Security £82.25 

British Telecom £57.24 British Telecom £115.44 

Inland Revenue £340.28   

 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the Council 

approve and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

Public Participation 
 

None 

 

Correspondence 

 

Poster & Letter from Tony Christian – Tree & Pond Warden 

Letter from the Public – Whitfield Saxon Church 

United Nations Association – Invitation to Information & Discussion Event 

KRCC – Kent Village of the Year Entry Pack – not entered 

DDC – Tree Preservation Order – OK’d, inform DDC 

Kent Highways – Development of Roundabout at Melbourne Ave 

KCC – Public Rights of Way Annual Liason Meeting – DD & KG attending 

KAPC - Strategic Rail Authority Consultation Document Letter  

Temple Ewell Parish Council – Proposed Reduction of Services to Kearsney Station – write 

to SRA to advise that Whitfield Parish Council supports Temple Ewell Parish Council 

regarding reduction of services. 

Temple Ewell Parish Council – Notice of Public Meeting for Kearsney Station – put on 

noticeboards 

 

Other Correspondence circulated – March 

 
KCC – Rural Revival Grants 

DDC – Standards Committee Agenda & Minutes 

DD Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter 

Clerks & Councils Direct Publication 

KAPC – Minutes of February Meeting 

Zurich Municipal – Newsletter 

Kent Police – The Relay Newsletter (February) 

Local Councils Update 

 



 

 
Subscriptions and Donations 

  

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the Parish Council should 

renew their annual subscription with CPRE at a cost of £25.00.  Carried. 

 

Recreation Ground Floodlighting  

 

The Clerk advised the Council that she had not received any feedback from the residents as 

yet on the Recreation Ground Floodlighting following a mention in the March edition of the 

Whitfield News.  Cllr. Cowan suggested that a ‘flier’ be hand delivered to each house that 

would be affected by the lighting stating a deadline for comments in time for next meeting.  

All agreed, Clerk to action. 

 

Pressure Cleaner for Recreation Ground   

 

The Clerk explained that the Pressure Washer used by the Groundsman mainly for the 

removal of mud and graffiti was in need of replacing and read out a cost of a new washer at 

approximately £250.00 excluding VAT.  Cllr. Cowan explained that a regular pressure washer 

would not be suitable and it was worth buying a decent make and model to ensure that it 

works well and lasts.  It was proposed by Cllr. Rashid and seconded by Cllr. Race that a new 

pressure washer should be purchased.  Carried. 

 

Gang Mowing Contract for 2004  

 

The Clerk had obtained 3 quotations for the Gang Mowing of the Recreation Ground for 

2004.  The company’s details had been removed from each quote and they were passed round 

the table for consideration. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the Council should opt 

for the cheapest quotation of £1336.34 + VAT for 20 cuts.  Carried.  

 

The Clerk revealed that this quotation was from Kent County Council who were the 

contractors for 2003. The other quotations, based on 20 cuts, were £2800.00 + VAT and 

£5936.36 + VAT. 

 

Parish Council Insurance Renewal for 2004/2005 

 

The Clerk advised the Council that the ‘Buildings/Contents/Liability’ Insurance was up for 

renewal on 1
st
 April 2004.  Two quotations had been obtained, one from the current insurer 

Cornhill and one from Zurich. 

 

Cornhill’s renewal quotation was for £1489.61, an increase of £144.73 on 2003/2004.  

Zurich’s quotation was for £2204.20. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the Council should accept 

the renewal quotation from Cornhill.  Carried. 

 

Fire Extinguisher Maintenance Contract for 2004/2005 

 

The Clerk advised the Council that the Fire Extinguisher Contract was up for renewal with 

KCC.  Two options of cover with associated costs were read out and it was proposed by Cllr. 

Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that Option 2 – ‘Fully Inclusive Maintenance’ 

should be chosen at a cost of £4.50 + VAT per portable fire extinguisher. Carried. 

 



 

 

Dover District Ward Councillor Member 

 

Cllr. Meredith confirmed that the lighting down the A2 was at last working.   He reported that 

the Manley House Paving will be started on either the 17
th
 or 24

th
 March.  

 

Esso Site Update/Just Bin It Campaign 

 

Sean Barber, the Franchise owner of the Whitfield and Dover McDonalds Restaurants spoke 

about the Esso Site, which directly affects his Whitfield business.  He explained that between 

himself and the Whitfield District Ward Councillors, they have pursued every avenue, 

without success, in a bid to get the Esso Site cleaned up and made safe.  He asked if the 

Parish Council would be willing to help as he felt the next steps would be to go to the local 

press in a bid to shame Esso.  Cllr. Howling-Neame and Cllr. Gowland volunteered to assist 

Sean Barber with his campaign. 

 

Sean Barber spoke very briefly about the ‘Just Bin It Campaign’ and offered to come back to 

our April meeting to discuss it in more detail.   

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Morgan read out a letter from Mr. Rogers of Napchester Road who had recently 

submitted a planning application to change the use of a piece of land he owned in order to 

build a garage.  Mr. Rogers felt that comments made by the Parish Council to DDC about the 

site were misleading.  Cllr. Morgan drafted a reply and after reading it to the Council, handed 

it to the Clerk to type and send to Mr. Rogers. 

 

Cllr. Morgan then read out the new planning applications and the ones that had been granted 

during last month. Following this, Cllr. Morgan then read out a letter from Abbey Homes who 

were seeking approval for the street lighting proposal for the new development at the top of 

Melbourne Avenue.  The Council had no objections.  Abbey Homes also asked the Council 

for suggestions on Street names.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that a couple of football matches had taken place over the past few 

weeks and handed the Clerk £64.00 for the 2 matches. 

 

He explained that our CCTV cameras had caught Eythorne Rovers letting off a fire 

extinguisher and asked the Clerk to write to the Team Secretary requesting whatever sum was 

charged for the refill of the extinguisher.  Also, he reported that the same team were 

responsible for leaving the lights on in the changing rooms, not alarming the Pavilion and the 

car that was caught driving over the grounds to drop one of their players off.  

 

Cllr. Cowan brought to the Council’s attention that the drawing of the Recreation Ground and 

surrounding housing had been framed and was now hanging on the Pavilion wall. 

 

He read out a letter from Trevor May Contractors who were responsible for the work carried 

out on the sports complex.  Previously, the Clerk had written to them to advise that the 

flooring in the sports complex had cracked.  Following their inspection, they reported that 

ground movement may be causing the problem.  The Council were unhappy with this 

comment and felt that the contractor should have made sure that the ground was suitable 

before agreeing to carry out the work.  Clerk to write to Trevor May to ask for further 



 

comments. 

 

Trevor May Contractors also mentioned in their letter that one Tennis Socket Cap was 

missing and recommended that this item be replaced immediately as it is a potential safety 

problem. Several options and costs were provided and the Council agreed that their 

suggestion of welding a new lid onto the existing socket was appropriate and should be 

ordered at a cost of approximately £116.00 + VAT.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

3. Cllr. Gowland reported that the footpath behind Farncombe Way had still not been 

cleaned and asked the Clerk to chase up DDC.  He also reported that Traffic Wardens had 

been seen giving tickets to lorries parked up down the side of Tesco’s.  He reported that the 

Grit Bins around the village were OK. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

No report 

 

KAPC 

 

No report 

 

Any Other Business 
 

Cllr. Race reported that a streetlight at the end of Alison Crescent was not working – ABC8 

 

4. The business banners displayed off of the roundabout towards the Port Zone were 

mentioned as a bit of an eyesore.  Clerk to get some guidelines from DDC and matter to be 

discussed at the next meeting. 

 

The Chairman advised the Council that the AGM had been booked at the usual venue for 28
th
 

April 2004 at 7.30pm.  He asked for further suggestions for a guest speaker.  Clerk to contact 

Abbey Homes to see if they would like to attend as the guest speaker.   

 

New Councillor Applications 

 

The Chairman read out letters from Mr. Keith Barraclough and Mrs. Augusta Pearson.  

Following discussions, the Chairman asked the Council to vote for each applicant.  Mr Keith 

Barraclough won the vote and the Chairman asked the Clerk to invite him to attend the next 

Council meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40 pm 

 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 13
th

 April 2004 in the 

Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present  : Chairman, Cllr. W. McCready;  Cllrs. P. Capper;  G. Cowan;   

K. Gowland;  M. Howling-Neame;  M. Morgan;  S. Rashid; 

A. Race; L. Brooks; D. Ditcher; K. Barraclough. 

Parish Clerk, S. Hammond. DD Ward Cllr. Lodge. 

DD Planning Chairman Cllr. Simon Leith, Mr Sean Barber and one 

 member of the public 

 

Apologies : Cllrs. J. Newport; L. Perkins; C. Moore 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  None 

 

The Chairman welcomed a new Councillor, Keith Barraclough and asked him to sign the 

‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ and a ‘Written Undertaking’. 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Race that the minutes were a true and 

accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

1. Overgrown Hedge As the hedge has been trimmed back, the clerk has written to 

Dover District Council Highways asking them to confirm that they are responsible for 

maintaining the hedge.   

 

2. Business Banners at Port Zone  Clerk to make enquiries regarding the 

business banners displayed on the fence at the Port Zone Roundabout.  Clerk reported that the 

banners are displayed on Harbour Board land and has written to the Property Manager asking 

for his comments.  Cllr. Cowan said that this is still a planning matter as permission should be 

sought before displaying banners.  Clerk to write to KCC Highways.   

 

Telecommunications Mast The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been written to the 

Chairman of the Planning Committee asking why our Council member was not allowed to 

speak at the DDC Planning Committee meeting regarding the mast.  DD Planning Committee 

Chairman, Cllr. Simon Leith attended the meeting to discuss this issue and any others.  

Moved to Agenda. Item complete. 

 

Footpath Behind Farncombe Way The Groundsman reported to the Clerk that the 

walkway has now been cleaned.  Item complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Finances 
 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted. 

 

Payments by Cheque for March 

 
Brian Gardner £27.24 Allen Willson £192.48 

Brinkman Engineering £303.15 MIJ Technology £41.13 

Viking Direct £55.74 Jewsons £80.53 

Dover Arts £104.40 FDWS £16.94 

British Gas Services £64.00 Sharon Hammond £100.00 

Kean Mowers £90.47 KCC £31.20 

CPRE £25.00 Allianz Cornhill £1489.61 

Brian Gardner £27.03 Allen Willson £192.48 

Sharon Hammond £674.53 Whitfield Village Hall £130.00 

Inland Revenue £384.56   

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Cowan and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the Council approve and 

authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

Public Participation 
 

A resident from Cranleigh Drive came to listen to the discussion regarding the Recreation 

Ground Floodlighting.  He did not wish to speak at this point. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Babtie Group – Route Management Strategy – passed to Cllr. Gowland for action 

Dover Sea Sports Development Trust – New Sea Sports Centre – write supporting letter  

Whitfield Village Hall Management Committee – Whitfield News Costs – 2005 subscription 

will be reviewed by the Council prior to agreement to pay 

DDC – Register of Members Interests 

DDC Kent Highways – Highway Maintenance – passed to Cllr. Gowland for action 

SRA – Confirmation of receipt of Parish Council letter 

Aspen 2 – Development of garden within the School 

 

Other Correspondence circulated – April 

 
Local Councils UPDATE Magazine – April 2004 

CPRE – Rural Matters Update – March 2004 

CPRE – Planning Update – March 2004 

CPRE – TCG News – March 2004 

International Tree Foundation – Trees Are News Magazine 

Government Office – Regional Transport Strategy 

The Countryside Agency – Vital Village Update 

KAPC – Parish News – March 2004 

Water Voice Leaflet 

Kent Police – The Relay Newsletter – March 2004 

KCC – Annual Parish Liaison Meeting Notes 

DDC Kent Highways – Strategic Rail Authority Consultation Paper 

DDC Kent Highways – Train Service Specification 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Subscriptions and Donations 

  

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Cowan that the Parish Council should 

renew their annual subscription with KAPC at a cost of £707.25 excluding VAT.  Carried. 

 

Just Bin It Campaign 

 

Sean Barber, the Franchise owner of the Whitfield and Dover McDonalds Restaurants gave a 

brief update about the Esso Site and said that the licence and gate key to enable him access to 

the site should be with him shortly.  

He then went on to speak of his ‘Just Bin It Campaign’ and that this year’s campaign would 

be mainly based in and around Whitfield.  He is looking for volunteers to assist in this years 

clean up and asked that the Parish Council consider making a small donation.  

 

Dover District Council Planning Committee Chairman 

 

Simon Leith, the DDC Planning Committee Chairman attended our meeting to discuss and 

answer questions mainly on the issue of the Telecommunications Mast.  He advised that our 

Councillor was not able to speak at the DDC Planning Committee Meeting concerning the 

mast as the correct protocol had not been followed.  He briefly explained the process 

regarding public speaking and suggested that the Clerk download details from their website 

for future reference.  Simon Leith spoke in more detail about the Telecommunications Mast 

and gave some background information to that type of planning application. The Chairman 

and members thanked Simon for attending. 

 

Creation of Esso Site Sub-Committee 

 
Cllr. Gowland proposed that an ‘Esso Site Sub-Committee should be formed in order to 

support and work alongside our Ward Councillors and Sean Barber.  The proposal was 

seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame. Cllr. Morgan and Cllr. Ditcher also volunteered to join.     

 

Clerks Computer 

 

The Clerk advised that the office computer had been fixed and that the e-mail was now 

working. The company that fixed the computer made a couple of suggestions that would 

benefit day-to-day working.  The first suggestion was to purchase a Zip Drive and discs in 

order to back up the computer data every night. There is currently no facility to do this. The 

cost for these items, including set up, was quoted at £152.00. 

 

The second suggestion was to have Broadband Internet Access.  A provider was 

recommended with a total set up cost of £188.75 and a monthly fee of £21.99.   

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that this facility could be set up for much less and offered to do 

some research. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the Zip Drive 

and discs should be purchased and set up as soon as possible.  Carried. 

 



 

 

 

 

Recreation Ground Floodlighting  

 

Cllr. Cowan gave a brief overview of the proposal to install floodlighting within the Sports 

Complex.  He went on to read a couple of the many responses received from residents 

following the delivery of a flier to the surrounding houses.  The letters, along with an estimate 

to supply the materials, were passed around the table. 

 

Following further discussions, and taking into account both the residents comments and the 

costs involved, it was proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that 

the proposal to install the floodlighting should be put on hold for the time being. All agreed. 

 

Cllr. Morgan suggested that if in the future the sports complex is regularly used by an 

organisation, they might be willing to contribute to the costs of the lighting. 

 

Flashing Speed Sign 

 

Cllr. Gowland advised that a site meeting had been held the previous week to discuss the 

position of the Flashing Speed Sign as the residents were not happy where it had been placed.  

Alan Ross from KCC attended the meeting and it was decided to move the sign to the other 

side of the driveway. 

 

Cllr. Gowland reported that the sign will have a narrower box and will therefore be less 

expensive than originally quoted.  The sign should be activated by the end of May 2004.  

 

Dover District Ward Councillor Member 

 

Cllr. Lodge reported that complaints had been received about the visibility at the Whitfield 

Roundabout and said that he would be talking to Interoute about it. 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Morgan advised that a verbal complaint had been received from a resident who had not 

been consulted by the Parish Council regarding a planning application submitted by their 

neighbour. Cllr. Morgan had since visited them to discuss the plans and explained that the 

drawings were misleading as it did not look like the proposed extension would have any 

effect on their property but he could see now that this was not the case.  Cllr. Morgan drafted 

a letter for the Clerk to send to DDC with a copy to the complainants. 

 

Cllr. Morgan then read out the new planning applications and the ones that had been refused 

and granted during last month.  

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that several football matches had taken place and handed the Clerk 

£107.50. 

 

He then read out a reply letter from Eythorne Rovers following a letter sent to them by the 

Clerk requesting reimbursement for the cost of refilling the fire extinguisher.  Eythorne 

Rovers sent their apologies and a cheque as requested. 

 



 

Cllr. Cowan then read out a reply letter from Trevor May Contractors following a letter sent 

to them by the Clerk concerning their comments on the Tennis Court surface crack.   

In addition, we had asked that Trevor May weld a new lid onto a tennis socket cap that they 

had advised us was missing and therefore a safety hazard.  Unfortunately, they reported that 

they were unable to offer us this service and suggested further alternatives and associated 

costs.  Clerk to make further enquiries with regard to the suitability of the ‘alternative cover 

and frame’ recommendation at a cost of £196.00 + VAT. 

 

Once again, some youngsters had approached several Councillors to request a couple of 

crossbars within the sports complex.  This matter had been previously discussed and the 

Groundsman may be able to make them out of some spare materials.  If this is not possible, 

Clerk to find out some prices.  

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

3. Cllr. Gowland spoke of the double yellow lines that now run down the entire length 

of Honeywood Parkway but was concerned that foreign vehicles still parking on them would 

be able to ignore parking tickets.  Clerk to write to DDC Parking Services to find out more 

information. 

 

He then spoke about the street signs and asked Cllr. Lodge if he knew whose responsibility it 

was to clean them.  Cllr. Lodge to make some enquiries. 

 

Cllr. Brooks spoke of the public footpath that adjoins the boundary to his house and reported 

the problem of motorbikes riding up and down it and passing through his neighbours garden, 

causing a nuisance.   

 

4. Cllr. Morgan asked the Clerk to contact Kent Highways regarding the left hand side 

lane at the end of the A2, Whitfield Roundabout, towards Tesco, as it is badly in need of 

repair. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

Cllr. Ditcher reported that on 18
th
 March, he attended, along with Cllr. Gowland, the Annual 

Public Rights of Way Meeting at Eastry Village Hall where they were addressed by the Public 

Rights of Way Officer responsible for this area. The main item on the agenda was the 

replacement of the ‘Public Paths Participation Programme (P3) with the ‘Public Rights of 

Way Act’.  Details of this were then handed out to each member. 

 

Cllr. Gowland drew Cllr. Ditcher’s attention to the footpath ER63 running alongside the 

Whitfield Club.  The problem is garden waste being dumped in the adjoining hedgerow.  

However, the ownership of the hedgerow is in dispute and a letter has been written to the 

Public Rights of Way Officer to clarify ownership before any further action is taken.  In 

addition, two finger post have been replaced and another to be replaced.  

 

KAPC 

 

No report 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Any Other Business 
 

The Chairman advised the Council that the Precept Monies had arrived.   

 

He then reminded the Council of the Annual Parish Meeting on 28
th
 April 2004 and asked that 

they should all make every effort to attend.  He advised that the Land Manager of Abbey 

Homes was the Guest Speaker. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10 pm 

 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 11
th

 May 2004 in the 

Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present  : Vice Chairman, Cllr. G Cowan, Cllrs. P. Capper;  M. Morgan;   

K. Gowland;  M. Howling-Neame;  S. Rashid; A. Race; 

L. Brooks; D. Ditcher; L. Perkins; K. Barraclough. 

Parish Clerk, S. Hammond. DD Ward Cllr. Meredith,  

DD Ward Cllr. Lodge 

 

Apologies : Cllrs. J. Newport; C. Moore 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  None 

 

 

Vice Chairman Cllr. Cowan chaired the meeting following the resignation of Cllr. McCready 

on 4
th
 May 2004.   

 

2004/2005 Elections 

 

Chairman 

Cllr. Cowan asked the Council if anyone would like to propose a new Chairman.   

Cllr. Ditcher proposed Cllr. Cowan and this was seconded by Cllr. Capper.  

Cllr. Perkins proposed Cllr. Gowland and this was seconded by Cllr. Rashid. 

Following a vote, Cllr. Cowan received 8 votes and Cllr. Gowland received 3 votes. Carried. 

 

Vice Chairman 

Cllr. Cowan asked the Council if anyone would like to propose a new Vice Chairman. 

Cllr. Rashid proposed Cllr. Morgan and this was seconded by Cllr. Race. 

Cllr. Perkins proposed Cllr. Gowland and this was seconded by Cllr. Ditcher. 

Following a vote, Cllr. Morgan received 6 votes and Cllr. Gowland received 5 votes. Carried. 

 

Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Capper proposed Cllr. Morgan to remain as Chairman of the Planning Committee.   

Cllr. Race seconded the proposal.  Carried. 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that he would like to be the new Chairman of the Recreation 

Committee.  This was proposed by Cllr. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Capper. Carried. 

 

Roads & Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland said that he would like to remain the Chairman of the Roads & Footpaths 

Committee.  This was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher. Carried. 

 

Cllr. Cowan then asked if any of the Councillors would like to swap between committees.  All 

were happy to stay in their current committees. Our new member, Cllr. Barraclough, said that 

he would like to join the Roads & Footpaths Committee. All agreed.  Carried. 

 

 



 

Finance 

 

Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Finance Committee should remain the 

same.  It should consist of the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of each Committee. 

Carried.  

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

 

1. Business Banners at Port Zone  Letter received from DHB confirming that 

their banners had been removed and that they were writing to the other businesses displaying 

banners, in a bid to tidy up the area. In addition, Clerk had written to KCC Highways for 

advice on planning permission for this type of advertising. Awaiting a response. 

 

2. Lorry Parking, Honeywood Parkway Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to 

Parking Services, DDC, advising them of the Council’s concerns over Foreign lorries evading 

parking tickets. Awaiting a response 

  

3. A2 Road Condition Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to KCC Highways 

regarding the road condition on the left hand lane of the A2, Whitfield Roundabout, towards 

Tesco.  Awaiting a response. 

 

Overgrown Hedge – Beauxfield  Letter received from Dover Unit, Kent Highways, 

confirming that they are responsible for keeping the hedge tidy.  Item Complete. 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted. 

 

Payments by Cheque for April 

 
Allen Willson £192.48 Brian Gardner £27.24 

Sharon Hammond £100.00 Kean Mowers £323.08 

Southern Water £20.55 Allen Willson £192.92 

Brian Gardner £27.25 Dover District Council £82.06 

KAPC £831.02 Viking Direct £81.04 

Seeboard £68.79 Sharon Hammond £657.76 

Brian Gardner £27.03 Allen Willson £192.92 

Sharon Hammond £18.00 Inland Revenue £336.46 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the Council 

approve and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

 

 



 

Public Participation 
 

None 

 

Correspondence 

 

Harbour School – An Invitation to Visit – Cllr. Howling –Neame to attend 

DDC – Dover District Play Areas Strategy 

KCC – The Kent – Dover Local Board Meeting 

NHS – Consultation Exercise – Questionnaire Request 

 

Other Correspondence circulated – May 

 
Highways Agency – Roadworks and Traffic Information 

Kent Police – The Relay Magazine – April 2004 

Encams – Fly-Tipping Guide for the Public 

Kent Police – The Rural Beat –April 2004 

KAPC – Parish News – April 2004 

SERPA – Newsletter – Spring 2004 

DDC – Response to Strategic Rail Authority 

The Boundary Committee – Periodic Electoral Review of KCC 

Clerks & Councils Direct – Magazine for May 2004 

Local Councils UPDATE – May 2004 

KCPFA – Annual Report and Accounts 

 
Subscriptions and Donations 

  

Following a brief discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher 

that the Parish Council should renew their annual subscription with Kent County Playing 

Fields Association at a cost of £15.00.  Carried. 

 

Electricity Power Supply 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame spoke of his concerns regarding the electricity power supply to 

Whitfield following several power cuts over the last few months.  Following the last power 

cut, he spoke to a company called ‘EDF Energy, who have taken over from Seeboard, and 

they advised him that Whitfield is irregularly fed.  He asked the Council whether a letter 

should be written to EDF voicing concerns about this problem.  All agreed that this should be 

done.  Cllr Howling-Neame to draft a letter and e-mail  to Clerk. 

 

Flashing Speed Sign 

 

Cllr. Gowland spoke of the on-going correspondence between Mr Steer, who lives at 76 

Archers Court Road, and Alan Ross of KCC Highways.  Mr Steer has various concerns with 

the Speed Sign and is dealing with KCC direct.  Alan Ross has promised to provide the 

Council with copies of all correspondence. 

 

Dover District Ward Councillor Members 

 

Cllr. Meredith reported that the bollards had now been installed on the pavement just outside 

Manley House but was concerned that there was a large gap on the village hall side.  Cllr. 

Race advised him that the Village Hall would be installing another bollard. 

 

 



 

He gave an update on the Esso site and advised that the gate keys had arrived with Sean 

Barber to allow access onto the forecourts. Unfortunately, the gate key for the Sandwich Road 

side did not work and Esso had agreed that Sean Barber could fit his own padlock.  The 

alleyway fence was still in a bad state and he would be contacting Esso again listing the 

repairs that still needed to be done. 

 

He spoke briefly about the new ‘Black Box’ recycling scheme that will commence week 

starting 3
rd

 October 2004. The publicity for the scheme will start in September and SITA will 

handle the whole operation. Alan Hargreaves of DDC is in charge of the scheme and it was 

suggested that the Parish Council should invite him to the next meeting. Clerk to action. 

 

A discussion was held regarding the posters that were being displayed on the Esso Site, 

advertising the Fair at Pencester Gardens.  Clerk to contact DDC. 

 

Cllr. Lodge provided Cllr. Gowland with various names within DDC and KCC following his 

request concerning the cleaning of Street Names and Road Signs. 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Morgan then read out the new planning applications and the ones that had been refused 

and granted during last month.  

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Cowan reported that the grass had not been cut for a while and asked the Clerk to chase 

the contractor.  He advised that the goal posts had been taken down now the football had 

finished. The groundsman had received complaints of stone throwing from the residents who 

back on to the BMX track and suggested that the area next to the track be levelled off and 

grassed, making it easier to keep tidy.  Cllr. Howling-Neame to contact the groundsman to 

discuss.  

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that the renewal of the safety flooring in one of the swing areas was 

underway and asked the Clerk to put up a public notice stating that the Parish Council do not 

accept liability for anyone playing on and around that particular area whilst work is being 

carried out.  

 

The groundsman had also reported the CCTV camera situated between the Pavilion and the 

Garage had been tampered with and asked if the Council could arrange to have an Anti-

Vandal cage fitted.  This was proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. 

Gowland.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland advised that he had received a complaint about footpath ER71 and asked Cllr. 

Ditcher to look into the matter. 

 

4. Cllr. Perkins spoke of his concerns about vehicles parking on the Sandwich Road and 

blocking the speed bumps, making it difficult for other cars to pass safely.  It was suggested 

that the clerk should write to Alan Blackburn of DDC to ask advice on vehicles causing an 

obstruction. 

 



 

 

5. Cllr. Howling-Neame advised that the sign indicating a cycle path just by the 

entrance to Mayfield Road, was leaning and in need of repair.  Clerk to action. 

  

A discussion was held over the A2/M2/A249 Route Management Strategy and Cllr. Cowan 

said that the Parish Council should make their views known.  Item to be put on agenda for 

June. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

Cllr. Ditcher reported that the P3 group activities were about to begin for the season and a 

start would be made clearing the Public Rights of Way.  He asked if a mention could be 

placed in the Whitfield News asking for genuine volunteers. 

 

KAPC 

 

No report 

 

Cllr. Cowan agreed that he would take over this report. 

 

Any Other Business 
 

Cllr. Rashid proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr. McCready for his 5 years service on the Parish 

Council. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame advised that he had given the Clerk details of 3 motorbikes that were 

speeding and riding dangerously that evening and asked that the details be passed on to the 

Community Liaison Officer at Dover Police Station. 

 

White Cliffs Housing Association had advertised in the local paper for Board Members and 

Cllr. Gowland agreed to complete an application form.  

 

Cllr. Perkins asked if the Parish Council Meetings start time could be brought forward to 

7pm.  Cllr. Cowan asked the Council to consider the request and asked the Clerk to put the 

item on the Agenda for June. 

 

Cllr. Ditcher asked the Clerk to request site of the plans for the New Sea Sports Centre from 

DHB. 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that two further cheque signatories were needed.  Cllr. Gowland and 

Cllr. Cowan agreed to added to the signatories. Clerk to arrange paperwork.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm 

 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 8
th

 June 2004 in the 

Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present  : Chairman, Cllr. G Cowan, Cllrs. P. Capper;  M. Morgan;   

K. Gowland;  M. Howling-Neame;  S. Rashid; A. Race; 

L. Brooks; L. Perkins; K. Barraclough, C. Moore 

Parish Clerk, S. Hammond. DD Ward Cllr. Meredith,  

and 4 members of the public 

 

Apologies : Cllrs. J. Newport; D. Ditcher 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  None 

 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

Cllr. Cowan declared an interest within ‘Subs and Donations’ with regard to a letter from 

Whitfield Wanderers F.C. to which he is the Chairman and his wife is Club Secretary. 

 

Cllr. Morgan declared an interest within ‘New Parish Councillor Applications’ as his wife had 

submitted an application. 

 

Both Councillors offered to leave the meeting prior to these items being discussed. 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

 

1. Business Banners at Port Zone  Awaiting a reply from DDC Highways Unit. 

 

 

2. A2 Road Condition KCC Highways have passed our letter to Interoute as they 

are responsible for the A2 maintenance. Awaiting a response. 

 

3. Parked Vehicles Causing an Obstruction  Letter written to Alan Blackburn at 

DDC Highways.  Awaiting a response. 

 

4. Unstable Sign in Mayfield Road   Clerk checked with Cllr. Howling-

Neame to the exact location of the sign.  Letter will now be written to DDC Highways. 

 

Lorry Parking, Honeywood Parkway Reply from Parking Services read out to Council.  

Item Complete. 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted. 

 



 

 

Payments by Cheque for May 

 
Sharon Hammond £100.00 Peter Lodge £20.00 

Allen Willson £192.92 Brian Gardner £27.24 

DDNWA £10.00 Jewsons £154.78 

British Gas £119.24 Kent County Supplies £68.39 

Viking £77.95 KCPFA £15.00 

Sharon Hammond £676.95 Allen Willson £192.92 

Brian Gardner £28.36 Map Marketing Ltd £49.00 

Post Office Ltd £60.50 Wicksteed Leisure £2291.25 

British Telecom £57.01 Viking £147.96 

Sharon Hammond £100.00 Inland Revenue £333.95 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Howling -Neame that the Council 

approve and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

Public Participation 
 

4 members of the public were present to listen and be involved in the discussion on the 

A2/M2/A249 Route Management Strategy.   

 

Correspondence 

 

ROSPA – Inspection Date 

KAPC – Invite to Councillors Information Day 

Abbey New Homes – Melbourne Avenue Development 

Dover Sea Sports Development Trust – New Dover Sea Sports Centre 

 

Other Correspondence circulated – June 

 

KCC – Kent Volunteers Awards 2004 

Kent Police – The Rural Beat 

CPRE – Fieldwork Report 

KAPC – Parish News May 2004 

KCC – Kent & Medway Structure Plan 

Local Councils UPDATE – June 2004 

CPRE – Countryside Voice Magazine 

Wicksteed Leisure – Brouchure 

Kent Police – The Relay – May 2004 

KAPC – Minutes of AGM 

KCC – Kent Area News Magazine 

 
Subscriptions and Donations 

  

Cllr. Cowan offered once again to leave the meeting and all members were happy for him to 

be present. 

 

Following Cllr. Morgan reading a letter from Whitfield Wanderers Football Club regarding a 

six-a-side tournament, it was proposed by Cllr. Rashid and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame 

that the Parish Council should donate £70.00 to pay for a set of trophies.  Carried. 

 

Cllr. Cowan read out a letter from Nat West Bank regarding new charges for our safe-keeping 

box.  It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the Parish 

Council should pay the annual fee of £30.00.  Carried. 



 

 

A2/M2/A249 Route Management Strategy 

 

Cllr. Cowan asked the Council if they would like to make any comments/suggestions 

regarding the A2/M2/A249 RMS.  Cllr. Gowland reported that the questionnaire from Babtie 

Group, given to him in April had been completed and sent off.  

 

Following a lengthy discussion, it was decided that the Parish Council should write to the 

Babtie Group to suggest that a new section of road be constructed between the A2 at Lydden 

Hill and the A256, in order to bypass Whitfield.  It was also suggested that the traffic lights at 

Lydden should be removed as part of any new road construction and that immediate 

improvements should be made to the Whitfield Roundabout.   

 

The possibility of holding a ‘Village Meeting’ was also briefly discussed to ensure that the 

residents of Whitfield are fully aware of how the Village may be affected.  It was also 

suggested that the Parish Council should join forces with DDC and the Harbour Board to 

discuss the matter in more detail. 

 

Purchase of New Recreation Vehicle 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame suggested to the Council that the current vehicle should be MOT’d  a 

while before the expiry of the current MOT and make a decision on whether to purchase 

another vehicle then. 

 

Cllr. Cowan reminded the Council that many discussions had been previously held regarding 

the purchase of a replacement vehicle and an amount had already been put aside. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that for a brand new vehicle could be purchased for approximately 

£2000 more and that should also be considered. 

 

Following a discussion, Cllr. Morgan suggested that the current vehicle be MOT’d as soon as 

possible and if it passes, that MOT would expire after the next Precept and an additional 

amount of £2000 could be put into the new Precept in order that a brand new vehicle could be 

purchased. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the vehicle should 

be put through an MOT early and a decision to by a replacement vehicle be delayed for the 

time being.  All agreed. Carried. 

 

CCTV Maintenance Agreement 

 

The Clerk read out a letter from Active Security regarding the renewal of the maintenance 

agreement for the Recreation CCTV Cameras.  It was proposed by Cllr. Morgan and 

seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the annual agreement should be renewed at a cost of 

£85.00 (inc VAT).  Carried. 

 

Parish Council Meeting Start Time 

 

The Chairman reminded the members that Cllr. Perkins had asked at the previous meeting 

whether the Council Meetings could start at 7.00pm.  He then asked if the members had any 

comments.  Cllr. Morgan said that the meetings had always taken place at the same time and 

date and that he would like it to remain the same.  Cllr. Moore said that she would not be able 

to make a 7.00pm start due to other commitments and Cllr. Brooks said that a 7.30pm start 

time was ideal for him. 

 



 

It was proposed by Cllr. Rashid and seconded by Cllr. Brooks that the Parish Council Meeting 

start time should remain at 7.30pm.  9 Councillors in favour, 1 against.  Carried. 

  

Dover District Ward Councillor Member 

 

Cllr. Meredith suggested that the Parish Council invite Alan Blackburn of DDC Highways 

Department to a future meeting as he is an expert on the A2/M2/A249 Route Management 

Strategy. 

 

He gave an update on the Esso site and said that repairs had been made to the alleyway 

fencing but the hedgerows A2 side were still covered in litter. Although he was still liasing 

with Esso to clean it up, he will talk to Sean Barber to hopefully gain his agreement that the 

area could be cleaned up during this year’s ‘Just Bin It Campaign’. 

 

Cllr. Meredith reported that the Soakaway at Guilford Green had been cleared and the site 

was looking much more presentable. 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. Morgan then read out the new planning applications and the ones that had been refused 

and granted during last month.  

 

He then spoke of a letter that had been received from Vodafone regarding the proposed 

installation of a 3G installation to the existing mast at Honeywood Road.  Following a brief 

discussion with Cllr. Howling-Neame, he suggested that the Council have no reason to object 

to the installation. 

 

Cllr. Morgan also advised that an appeal had been made by ‘The Laptop Man’ as a previous 

planning application had been refused by DDC. 

 

Recreation 

 

5. Cllr. Howling-Neame reported that he had visited the site next to the BMX track 

following a suggestion by the groundsman that the area should be levelled off to make it 

easier to maintain.  Following a discussion over what work was required, it was proposed by 

Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Race that 3 quotes should be obtained before a decision 

could be made.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame spoke of the gang mowing contractors and how they had sprayed weed-

killer over the areas that they normally have to strim.  He reported that unfortunately, the 

sprayed areas were unsightly and the contractors were now tending to those areas to try to 

improve them. 

 

The purchase of a ride on lawn-mower was mentioned at a cost of £1260.00 and following a 

brief discussion, it was decided to put the purchase on hold for the time being. 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland reported that another site meeting was held at Archers Court Road in respect of 

the positioning of the Flashing Speed Sign.  The resident at no. 76, where the sign is currently 

positioned, has requested that it is moved and discussions were held to decide a more suitable 

place for it.  It was agreed that a more favourable place for it would be further down Archers 

Court, practically opposite the turning for Cranleigh Drive. This new position is just outside 



 

of Farmer Fred Husk’s field and agreement would be needed from him to trim back the 

bushes.  Alan Ross from KCC and Cllr. Gowland to contact him to discuss. 

 

Cllr. Barraclough spoke of the poor visibility when leaving the A256 to head into Whitfield 

and suggested that the grass verges be cut back further.  Clerk to write to Interoute. 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

The Clerk read out a report from Cllr. Ditcher who advised that ER71,  that crosses under the 

Whitfield bypass by Pineham, had been partially cleared due to the brushcutter breaking 

down.  Also, ER63, which passes alongside the Whitfield Club has been trimmed back.  Both 

PROW will be attended to again when the brushcutter has been repaired and returned.   

Cllr. Ditcher proposed a vote of thanks to Joe Wilson who assisted him with the work. 

 

KAPC 

 

No report 

 

Any Other Business 
 

 Cllr. Cowan advised the Council that 24 applications had been received back in respect of the 

Parish Clerk vacancy and that interviews for 6 candidates were being held on Friday 11
th
 

June. 

 

A request to hold a dog show at the Recreation Ground will be going ahead in September and 

the hirer asked how much insurance the Parish Council required.  Following a brief 

discussion, it was decided that £3 million cover would be adequate.   

 

Cllr. Cowan read out a request from Cllr. Ditcher regarding the possibility of planting some 

additional trees on the corner of Archers Court Road, outside the Archer Public House.  It was 

suggested that this item be put on Agenda for next month when Cllr. Ditcher would be present 

to discuss his ideas further. 

 

Cllr. Cowan spoke of the Parish Clerk and that this was her last meeting.  He thanked her for 

her work since starting with the Council last year and Cllr. Rashid proposed a vote of thanks.   

 

Cllr. Perkins gave his apologies for the next 2 meetings. 

 

Cllr. Capper asked if a dog bin could be installed on Singledge Lane.  Item to be put on 

Agenda for next month 

 

New Councillor Applications 

 

Cllr. Morgan offered once again to leave the meeting and all members were happy for him to 

be present. 

 

The Chairman read out a letter from Augusta Pearson who had applied previously to fill the 

Councillor vacancy.  He then read out a letter from Gloria Morgan.  

 

After some discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Rashid and seconded by Cllr. Howling-

Neame that the vacancy should be offered to Gloria Morgan.  All agreed. Carried. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 13
h
 July 2004 in the 

Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present  : Vice Chairman, Cllr. M.Morgan; Cllrs. P. Capper;  D.Ditcher;  

M. Howling-Neame; L.Perkins; K.Gowland; L. Brooks; C. Moore; 

K. Barraclough; G. Morgan 

Outgoing Parish Clerk, S.Hammond 

Incoming Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden 

 

Apologies : Cllrs. G. Cowan; J. Newport; A. Race 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

    

Absent  :  Cllr. S. Rashid 

 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan opened the meeting by welcoming the new Parish Clerk, Tracey Ramsden, 

and new Councillor, Gloria Morgan, to the meeting.  He also asked Cllr. G. Morgan to sign 

the ‘Written Undertaking’ and ‘ Declaration of Acceptance of Office’. 

 

Addition to the Agenda 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan advised the Council that an additional item was to be added to the agenda as 

a result of the MOT of the Recreation Vehicle.  This would be discussed after the Black Box 

Recycling Scheme. 

 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the minutes were a true and 

accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

Matters Arising  

 

 

1. Business Banners at Port Zone  KCC Highways forwarded our letter to 

Dover Highway Unit and we have rung them to chase a response.  They have advised us that 

the signs are not on Highway Land and therefore they are unable to take any action and have 

suggested that we take our concerns to the Planning Department.  Clerk will now write a 

letter. 

 

2. A2 Road Condition E-mail sent to Interoute to chase them up.  Interoute replied 

to the effect that Kent Highways Department had not passed on our letter to them and they 

would now liase with their local Network Agent and inspect the area of road in question.     

 

3. Parked Vehicles Causing an Obstruction  Dover Highway Unit have told us 

that as Sandwich Road is unmarked they have no powers to act in respect of vehicles parking 

half on and half off the pavement.  In the case of this becoming a regular occurrence, the 

matter should be reported to the police who could then take action. 

 



 

Cllr.  Perkins expressed concerns that this was an on-going problem and the council agreed 

that we should pursue the situation as necessary. 

 

4. Recreation Groundwork   Clerk has approached three contractors with 

regard to carrying out the necessary work.  To date two estimates have been received and we 

have chased the third but unfortunately they have not yet viewed the area in question or 

provided an associated quote.  Clerk to chase and add to September Agenda.  

 

Unstable Sign in Mayfield Road   A letter was written to Highway’s Manager 

and a response has just been received to thank us for pointing out the matter.  It also stated 

that the sign should be made stable in the early part of next week.  Item complete. 

 

 

 

Finances 
 

 

The financial statement, previously circulated, was discussed and accepted 

 

 

Payments by Cheque for June 

  

British Telecom £115.59 Whitfield Wanderers £70.00 

F.D.W.S. £4.88 Trinity Mirror £63.47 

Ramada Hotel £65.80 Trinity Mirror £63.49 

Allen Willson £192.92 Allen Willson £192.92 

Brian Gardner £27.52 Brian Gardner £27.30 

Active Security £85.00 Sharon Hammond £676.34 

Jewson £64.10 Jewson £55.78 

Sharon Hammond £100.00   

 

Cllr. Gowland expressed reservations over the use of The Ramada Hotel as the interview 

venue for the incoming parish clerk.  Cllr. M. Morgan differed on the grounds of number of 

applicants to be interviewed and the image that the Council wished to present.  He stated that 

on this occasion it was felt that The Pavilion would not have been suitable.  

 

Cllr. Gowland also queried parking fees claimed by the clerk in relation to the collection of 

flowers for Olive Kinsell’s funeral.  Cllr. M. Morgan stated that the clerk was acting on 

official Council business and as such was entitled to a refund in respect of costs incurred. 

 

General agreement was reached and it was proposed by Cllr. Perkins and seconded by Cllr. 

Capper that the Council approve and authorise the above payments.  Carried. 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

None. 

 

 

Correspondence 

 

Wingham Wildlife Park – Invitation 

Babtie – Reply regarding A2/M2/A249 RMS 

DDC – Performance Plan 



 

DDC – Statement of Community Involvement 

Kent Police – Special Constable Recruitment Campaign 

DDC – Dover District Play Areas Strategy 

KBP – Council Tax Benefit Outreach Surgeries 

DDC – District Youth Strategy 

 

DDC – Statement of Community Involvement:   Cllrs. M. Morgan, Ditcher and Moore 

requested attendance at the workshop.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

KBP – Council Tax Benefit Outreach Surgeries:  Cllr. M. Morgan suggested we offer the use 

of The Pavilion free of charge and publish details of the clinics in the Whitfield Parish News.  

General agreement.  Clerk to arrange. 

 

DDC – District Youth Strategy:  Cllr. Moore to action and respond. 

 

 

Other Correspondence circulated (July 2004) 

 

Local Councils Update – July 2004 

DDC – Playscheme Brochure 

The Waymarker – June 2004 

CPRE Magazine – Spring 2004 

KCPFA Newsletter – Spring 2004 

DDC – Standards Committee Minutes of March 2004 

KCC- Kent and Medway Structure Plan 

KAPC – Agenda for Dover Area Committee 

KCC – Agenda and Presentation of The Kent-Dover Local Board 

Zurich – Community Newsletter  

 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

  

None. 

 

DDC Black Box Recycling Scheme 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan welcomed Alan Hargreaves from DDC Recycling Unit to the meeting. 

 

Mr Hargreaves gave some general background to the scheme before continuing on to talk 

about the specifics of how the scheme will work within Whitfield Parish.   

 

In the week commencing 20 September 2004, boxes will be delivered to the residents of the 

majority of Whitfield and a route map was provided to support this.  A total of 1587 

properties will be offered a single box, though he anticipated some natural wastage.  

Collections would commence on Monday 4 October 2004, then fortnightly, with Whitfield 

being a P5 (Phase 5) Monday collection route.  Mr Hargreaves went on to explain that 

collection will be from the kerbside and as such residents will need to position their items for 

recycling/ black box on the pavement in front of their house or on a step in front of their gate.  

This will be explained to them in a leaflet upon delivery.  He suggested that residents may 

wish to annotate their house number on their box for ease of return by the collectors. 

 

Mr Hargreaves then advised what items would be accepted for recycling, these being paper 

(not coloured), mixed cans and mixed glass.  Broken glass would not be accepted.   He said 

that a good suggestion would be to use different carrier bags to contain each group (i.e. paper 

in one, cans in another etc.) though it was not necessary to separate out different coloured 



 

bottles or types of can.  These bags could then be placed inside the box or directly next to it at 

the collection point.  When asked why only certain items were being accepted for recycling, 

Mr Hargreaves quoted cost and associated income as the relevant factors.  He provided brief 

details of these dependant on the items in question.  He also provided some background on 

what happens to the items after collection and where they end up.   

 

After some brief general questions from Council members, Cllr. M. Morgan extended the 

Council’s thanks to Mr Hargreaves for his presentation. 

 

 

MOT on Recreation Vehicle 

 

The Recreation Vehicle has successfully been put through an early MOT, with the suggestion 

that a few minor items will need to be looked at shortly, including the requirement for a 

service and replacement of the front brake pads.  An approximate cost of £100 plus VAT was 

provided by the company who carried out the MOT to undertake this work.  Council agreed 

that this was within pre-agreed spending limits and that work should go ahead.  Clerk to 

arrange. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame stated that the cost of a replacement vehicle had now increased by 

approximately £400 over that quoted previously. 

 

Clerk’s Contract 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out the relevant sections from the new parish clerk’s contract, 

outlining salary and expected working hours.  Council in agreement and contract 

signed in their presence by Cllr. M. Morgan and clerk. 

 

Planting of Trees, Archer’s Court Road 

 

Cllr. Ditcher referred Council members to his recent memo.  Cllr. M. Morgan asked if 

we know who owns the green.  Cllr. Ditcher stated that he had spoken to Alan 

Blackburn who is investigating ownership with Land registry. He also said that DDC 

had no objections to the request. 

 

Some discussion was made as to cost and Cllr. Ditcher said that he would look into 

this and report back at the next meeting.  Cllr. Gowland asked if it would be possible 

to arrange sponsors for the trees and Cllr. Ditcher replied that the landlord of The 

Archer Public House had already expressed an interest in this area. 

 

Some general discussion took place concluding that tree planting in this location was 

a good idea and should perhaps be extended to other locations in the parish if 

successful.  Cllr. Brooks did however have some concerns about potential vandalism 

though it was generally agreed that this should not stop us going ahead with the idea.  

Item proposed by Cllr. Perkins and seconded by Cllr. G. Morgan.  Carried. 

 

 
Installation of New Dog Waste Bins  

 

Cllr. Capper stated that there are no Dog Waste Bins located in Singledge Lane at all 

and suggested that one should be positioned on the public footpath near the end of 

Castle Drive.  Cllr. Moore agreed that this was a good idea but we would need to 



 

purchase a bin that did not allow people to put their hands in and extract the contents.  

One similar to the last bin purchased was deemed to be a good idea.  Clerk to 

investigate last bought and purchase new. 

 

General discussion was made as to who would need to provide permission to locate a 

bin there and who would be responsible for emptying it.  Clerk to investigate. 

 
Item proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Gowland.  Carried. 

 

 

Pruning of Trees at Recreation Ground.  

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that a Beauxfield resident had expressed concerns over  some 

damage to their property/land from tree roots growing on The Recreation Ground.  The 

resident wanted to know if we were willing to undertake any action to prevent any further 

damage and said they would be happy with some pruning.  General discussion followed 

covering removal or pruning of trees with Cllr. Ditcher asking if it was possible for the trees 

to have preservation orders placed on them.  Cllr. Howling-Neame stated that this may be a 

possibility but they had to be a certain age.  Cllrs. M. Morgan and Moore felt that pruning 

would be the best idea.  Cllr. Howling-Neame stated that the best time of year for pruning is 

Spring and suggested the item be put on the agenda for February or March.  In the meantime 

it was agreed that 3 quotes should be obtained from Tree Pruners.  Clerk to action. 

 

Item proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Capper.  Carried.   

 

   

Pavilion Key Holders 

 

The Clerk spoke to the effect that it was now necessary to update the registered key holders 

for The Pavilion with Kent County Constabulary, with three names being required.  She 

stated that though she would be happy to be shown as an official keyholder, practically she 

lived some distance away.  It was felt that it would make better sense to have keyholders 

located in the near vicinity in case of callout. Cllrs. Howling-Neame and Ditcher agreed to 

take on the responsibility with the Groundsman remaining as Keyholder 1.  

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out the new planning applications, outstanding applications and the 

ones that had been refused and granted during last month.  

 

He then read out an application from Kent County Council regarding the erection of mobile 

classrooms at Whitfield School and Aspen Special Unit.  He stated that he felt no objection 

should be made.  Council agreed.   Clerk to advise KCC. 

 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame reported that it had been brought to his attention that the gate and post 

at the entrance to The Rec on the Sandwich Road side were in a poor state of repair and could 

potentially pose health and safety issues.  He has spoken to the Groundsman who believes 

that he can undertake repairs at an approximate cost of £100.  Cllr. M. Morgan stated that this 



 

amount was within pre-agreed spending limits and work should go ahead.  Cllr. Howling-

Neame suggested that new fence posts should be purchased to hold the existing gate.  All 

agreed. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame also briefed the Council on a recent incident at The Rec. where he 

witnessed some mini-motorcycles being driven to the common danger.  The Police were 

contacted.   

 

Cllr. Brooks said that he had experienced a similar incident recently, along the Sandwich 

Road, where a mini-motorcycle was being ridden on the path in front of a property.  He 

recognised the culprit and approached the resident of the house but received verbal abuse in 

doing so.  Cllr. Brooks made the suggestion that there may be some link between the two. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame suggested the clerk follow up The Rec. incident with appropriate 

CCTV tape and letter requesting identification of culprits. 

 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland advised that there had been no further progress with the relocation of the pole 

for the flashing speed sign along Archers Court Road.  Cllr. Ditcher asked if the sign could be 

positioned on the other side of the road.  Cllr. Gowland replied that this would result in the 

sign being triggered by traffic on both sides of the road.  Cllr. M. Morgan asked why the sign 

could not be positioned where the 30 speed limit sign is located but Cllr. Gowland stated that 

the flashing sign needs to be positioned such that it allows traffic a period to slow to the 

required speed.  If set on the exact limit it would be constantly set off. 

 

Cllr. Gowland reminded the council of the need to keep local residents onside with this issue 

despite the long running debate over location.  Cllr. M. Morgan said that he felt the issue had 

become over complicated and that we should now await KCC outcome.  Cllr. Gowland said 

that he would continue to push the issue. 

 

Cllr. G. Morgan questioned whether there would be any cost implication due to the long 

running debate.  Cllr. Gowland advised that the current cost would actually be less than that 

originally stated by approximately 10%. 

 

Following the recent resurfacing of Newlands, a complaint has been received regarding the 

dreadful condition the road has been left in, particularly in the attached cul-de-sacs.  Cllr. 

Gowland will follow up by contacting Kent Highways. 

 

Cllr. Brooks commented that he had noticed a hedge encroaching on the road towards Thanet, 

just past The Royal Oak Public House.  Cllr. Gowland said he would investigate.  Cllr. 

Brooks also asked about who had the responsibility for cutting the grass verges along the 

Sandwich Road. Cllrs. Gowland and M. Morgan stated that It is KCC.  The gap between 

cutting would appear to be too long and the verges do not appear to be cut back enough.  

Clerk to write to KCC. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan suggested that responsibility for cutting of verges, and costing to cover this, 

should be added as an agenda item before the next precept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

Cllr. Ditcher started by tendering his resignation.  He stated that he felt that recently there had 

been a lack of public support, which has made his job difficult.  On occasions he has gone out 

to clear pathways etc. on his own, when by rights a minimum of two people are supposed to 

go.  Cllr. Ditcher said he would be prepared to stay on until the next meeting.   The Council 

asked what the job entailed and Cllrs. Barraclough and Capper offered to assist him upto that 

point. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan commented on the good work that Cllr. Ditcher had done over the years 

before suggesting we advertise for a new P3 representitive in The Parish News and on the 

noticeboards.   Clerk to action.   

 

KAPC 

 

No report. 

 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Cllr. Moore asked if we pay the dog warden, to which the response was yes.  She then 

requested that he come earlier in the morning to try and catch some of the offenders.  Cllr. 

Gowland suggested that the times should be regularly varied.  Clerk to write a letter. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out some concerns from a resident of Bewsbury Cross Lane regarding 

blocking of the lane and his drive by delivery lorries for the One Stop Shop.  The resident 

wanted to know if the Parish Council had any powers to act.  Cllrs. M. Morgan and Gowland 

both stated that we did not.  Cllr. Gowland went on to say that if the yellow line marking was 

being abused parking services could be contacted but we would need to be able to prove the 

obstrucion.  No further action to be taken. 

 

The Parish Clerk raised an issue regarding delivery and collection of documentation to and 

from her house, as she lives outside of the Parish.  Cllr. M. Morgan stated that this would 

most likely consist of Planning Applications for approval and he was happy for these to be 

passed to him and collected from him in the interim. 

 

The Clerk also stated that a new procedure would need to be put in place for the collection 

and return of keys for Pavilion hire.  Cllrs. Moore and Howling-Neame offered to assist as 

necessary. 

 

A letter had been received from an Archers Court Road resident regarding the A2/M2/A249 

RMS.  He requested that copies of correspondence between the council and Babtie be 

forwarded to him.  Council agreed that the letter read out at ‘Correspondence’ could be 

copied to him along with an invitation to attend a future meeting.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan advised the council of the clerks’ holiday dates being 29 July to 1 August 

inclusive and  21 August to 28 August inclusive.  Noted. 

 

Cllr. Gowland advised that he had been offered a position on the Management Board of 

Whitecliffs Housing.  He stated that he would be acting in the best interests of himself, the 

council and Whitecliffs.  Cllr. M. Morgan asked if this was a request for an official council 

representative, to which Cllr. Gowland replied no.  Cllr. Gowland gave brief details of what 

his position would entail before some concerns were raised about transfer of information and 



 

issues between the two organisations.  Cllr. Howling-Neame suggested that Cllr. Gowland 

should establish whether he would be acting as a formal representative and get something in 

writing to that effect.  Cllr. Gowland agreed to come back to us at the next meeting with the 

proposal. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.42pm. 

 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 14
h
 September 2004 

in the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; Cllrs. P. Capper; D.Ditcher;  

M. Howling-Neame; M. Morgan; J. Newport; L. Perkins; A. Race; S. 

Rashid; K.Gowland; L. Brooks; C. Moore; K. Barraclough; G. 

Morgan 

Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden; DDC Ward Cllr. Meredith; P.C. Foster;  

5 members of the General Public 

 

Apologies:  None 

    

Absent:  None 

 

 

Cllr. Cowan opened the meeting by warmly welcoming back Cllr. Newport following her 

period of incapacity, resulting from an accident in December 2003.  

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the minutes were 

a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

 

Matters Arising  
 

1. Business Banners at Port Zone  Following on from the last meeting a letter 

was written to the Planning Department at DDC.  A response has been received stating that a 

Planning Investigation Officer will visit the Portzone site to find out if a breach of planning 

control has occurred.  Further correspondence is now awaited from DDC. 

 

2. A2 Road Condition Interoute were chased on 6
th
 September to establish whether 

the work would be undertaken as part of the Whitfield Roundabout resurfacing scheme, or as 

a separate issue.  Now awaiting a response. 

 

3. Purchase of Dog Waste Bin to be located near the end of Castle Drive       A letter 

had been received from DDC quoting a total cost including VAT, delivery and installation of 

£270.56 for a Retriever 35ltr.  DDC can also arrange for the bin to be emptied as part of their 

Waste Management Contract at no extra charge.  The DDC letter advised careful 

consideration of the location of the bin and consultation with local residents to ensure they are 

happy with the positioning and that it does not subsequently have to be moved elsewhere.  

 

Cllr. Gowland stated that he felt the cost was very expensive but Cllr. Howling-Neame said 

that he felt it represented value for money in the long term.  He also suggested we should 

consider exactly where to locate the bin perhaps at the far side of Castle Drive by the field.  

Cllr. Race felt that it might be better located and more easily accessed on the Bridle Path at 

the Singledge Lane end.  Cllr. Howling-Neame agreed.  It was proposed by Cllr. Howling-

Neame and seconded by Cllr. Ditcher that the bin be purchased.  Carried.   Clerk to issue a 

flyer to all houses in the vicinity and arrange the purchase subject to public agreement. 



 

 

4. Complaints Re: One Stop Shop   Several complaints were made and 

concerns voiced by members of the public with regard to deliveries, noise levels, rubbish and 

youth ‘hang-out’ in the car park.  Clerk to contact DDC and One Stop outlining these 

concerns. 

 

Parked Vehicles Causing an Obstruction  No further complaints have been received. 

Cllr.  Perkins expressed his thanks to the clerk for following up the issues he had raised at 

July’s meeting.  Item complete. 

 

Recreation Groundwork  All required quotes now received and item moved to the 

agenda.  Item complete. 

 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

Payments by Cheque for July 

 

Allen Willson £192.92 Brian Gardner £27.52 

Brian Gardner £27.53 Allen Willson £192.92 

Active Security £102.23 Southern Water £7.44 

Viking Direct £61.26 T.Ramsden £100.00 

Jewson £1.13 S.Hammond £432.45 

Jewson £35.56 S.Hammond £100.00 

Inland Revenue £378.56 T.Ramsden £806.75 

Viking Direct £10.56 Dover Exhaust & Autos £117.50 

T.Ramsden £100.00 Kent County Council 

(KCS) 

£37.01 

Jewson £3.52 Kent County Council 

(KCS) 

£785.04 

B.T. £10.51 Nanette Waters £200.00 

D.D.C. £82.06   

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Howling -Neame and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the Council 

approve and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

Payments by Cheque for August 

 

British Telecom 136.96 Jewson 11.17 

C.J.Meredith 20.00 T.A.Ramsden 100.00 

J.A.Willson 192.92 J.A.Willson 192.70 

B.Gardner 27.52 B.Gardner 27.31 

Inland Revenue 420.38 T.A.Ramsden 678.78 

British Gas 98.44   

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Race that the Council approve and 



 

authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

Public Participation 
Five local residents, who provided their personal details for the records, attended the meeting.  

They raised concerns about The One Stop Shop, particularly with regard to the timing of 

deliveries, type of vehicle used and access to and from the One Stop car park.  These concerns 

had already been presented to One Stop by the residents but with little joy.  The residents 

stated that often delivery vehicles used were articulated and not suitable for the area, being 

too large and cumbersome.  Smaller vehicles were used for delivering bread and milk but 

there was still pandemonium in the car park.  One resident commented that vehicles turning 

off The Sandwich Road were often not looking down Bewsbury Cross Lane for on-coming 

traffic, being too concerned with finding a parking space.  Concerns were aired that a serious 

accident may occur if these issues are not looked at.  Vehicles are also being parked outside 

the adjacent residential properties when the One Stop car park is full, even though double 

yellow lines extend for a short distance along this area.  Another question was raised about 

the entrance to the car park with one resident stating that One Stop had made modifications to 

allow easier access for delivery and customer vehicles.  He questioned whether official 

permission been granted to allow these modifications.  Another comment touched on the fact 

that the car park has occasionally become a hangout for local youths during the evenings, and 

that One Stop had made little effort to move them on.  The residents were concerned that 

other unsavoury activities may be undertaken by these youths.  One Stop’s wheelie bins also 

appeared to be over-stacked with rubbish, causing it to blow into local gardens and in the 

general area.  Again, One Stop did not appear to be making any effort to control this, with the 

MacDonald’s clean-up team picking up the litter and not One Stop themselves. Overall, it was 

felt that One Stop had a poor attitude towards the local community and residents.  Cllr. 

Cowan acknowledged and agreed with these concerns and advised that we will write to DDC 

outlining the noise and nuisance issues and also to One Stop presenting the issues.  Clerk to 

action.  Cllr. Cowan then took the opportunity to talk briefly about the recent damage to the 

pavement in front of The Millennium Bench that had resulted from inappropriate vehicles 

reversing and attempting to turn in the area.  Cllr. Gowland briefed The Council on 

investigations he had entered into with Kent Highways to extend the barrier that is currently 

located at the pedestrian crossing on The Sandwich Road all the way round to end opposite 

The Corner Post Antiques Shop.  This barrier would have small pedestrian access points and 

would definitely go ahead within the next 6 to 8 weeks.  It was hoped that this might prevent 

re-occurrence of any similar incident. 

 

It was mentioned that lorries are using the area outside The Village Hall to turn and a 

suggestion was made by Cllr. M. Morgan that follow up action could be taken if the details of 

these vehicles were passed to the Parish Council.  A letter could then be written to the 

offending companies advising them of the inappropriate behaviour of their vehicles.  

Additionally, if necessary, a request could be made to Dover District Council to restrict the 

type and size of vehicle in both areas. 

 

Another resident talked about recent vandalism to his fences, which appeared to have been 

kicked in.  This action occurred following an event at The Village Hall and he thought there 

might be some link between the two.  Cllr. Perkins stated that he had seen this damage when 

he was passing that area in the early hours following the incident.  He suspected that the 

culprit might have originated form The Archer Public House.  P.C. Foster said that there had 

been a recent spate of this time of activity in The Village and it would seem more likely, in 

his experience, that the offender had come from The Village Hall.  He stressed that all 

incidents should be reported to him with as much detail as possible if there is to be any hope 

of catching the culprits.  He suggested that he be advised of any bookings at The Village Hall 

so that he could monitor the situation and build up a pattern.  Clerk to provide him with 

Barbara Hake’s details.  Cllr. Cowan then said that non-reporting of crimes resulted in a 



 

distorted crime level in the area and did not give a true reflection of events in the area.  He 

suggested the importance of crime reporting be mentioned in The Whitfield News. Clerk to 

action.  Cllr. Newport said she had recently been aware of some motorbikes driving 

dangerously in The Recreation area.  P.C. Foster said this type of activity is often well 

organised and advertised on the Internet and that there is police operation (Operation 

Freedown) to try and combat such behaviour.   P.C. Foster then took the opportunity to 

present the police angle on all the issues so far mentioned.  All noise and nuisance issues need 

to be addressed to Environmental Health, with copies of this correspondence passed to him.  

He said that showing him on the distribution list would underline the seriousness of the issues 

to those involved. 

 

Cllr. Meredith talked briefly about Bewsbury Cross Lane saying that it is classed as a country 

lane and not a lot could be done to calm the traffic, unless a fatality occurred.  Some general 

discussion then followed ending with Cllr Cowan thanking the Public Participants for 

attending. 

 

   

Correspondence 

 

DDC – Towns & Parishes Mid-Year Meeting   Cllrs. Cowan and Gowland expressed interest 

in attending.  Clerk to arrange. 

Kent Association of Parish Councils – Parish News Clerks Pay Awards & Finance  

Information Day  Cllr. Cowan advised The Council that allowances could be paid for 

attendance.  Cllrs asked to advise clerk if they wish to attend. 

Kent Council For Voluntary Youth Services – Rural Youth Conference 

Kent County Council – Unauthorised Encampments 

Campaign to Protect Rural England – AGM Monday 4
th

 October   Cllrs. to advise clerk if 

they wish to attend 

Dover District Council – Parish and Town Council Statement of Community Involvement 
Workshops    Cllr M. Morgan stated that all members of the Planning Committee had 

attended these workshops and requested that more time be allowed for them to consider 

planning applications.  DDC had not been very responsive to this suggestion. 

Kent Rural Community Council – Wheels 2 Work Scheme  Cllr. Cowan advised that he had 

asked the Clerk to respond to a recent questionnaire received during the summer holidays, 

which required a response before the end of August, stating that we would be interested to 

receive all future correspondence regarding the scheme. 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister -  Draft Code of Conduct for Local Government 

Employees and Review of Political Restrictions   Cllr. Cowan suggested a small committee 

be set up to review Government Acts as and when required.  He volunteered to join this, as 

did Cllrs. M. Morgan, G. Morgan and Moore.  Item to be added to November agenda. 

Dover District Council – Draft Licensing Policy  Cllr. Cowan commented on the short 

timescale allowed for response.  Cllrs. are to advise clerk of any comments. 

Dover District Council – Local Authorities (Members Allowances) – Parish Basic 

Allowance and Parish Travelling and Subsistence Allowance  Clerk to investigate the 

difference between co-opted and elected members. 

Dover District Council – Kerbside Recycling Scheme 

Guilford Avenue Resident – Bonfire Nuisance  Cllr. Rashid stated that as a Parish Council 

we could not pass a byelaw to ban bonfires and that it would have to be DDC to do this.  P.C. 

Foster said that this was only a police matter if thick smoke was obscuring the highway.  He 

suggested Environmental Health were the people to contact.  Resident has already done this.  

Clerk to write to Environmental Health to ask them to monitor the situation and take action as 

appropriate. 

Orchard Close Resident – Overgrown Footpath 

Manley Close Resident – Vandalism on The Sandwich Road  Cllr. Perkins expressed that he 

had strong feelings about this issue and the effect on the local residents.  Cllr. Cowan 



 

reiterated the importance of reporting all such issues to the police.  Cllr. G. Morgan suggested 

that the resident write to the Chairman of The Village Hall committee outlining his concerns. 

Beauxfield Resident – Verbal complaint about overgrown footpaths between Beauxfield 

and Napchester and Beauxfield and the Whitfield Club  General discussion followed about 

this and other footpaths in the village.  Cllr. G. Morgan requested that the footpath between 

Farncombe Way and The Recreation Ground be cleared, as it is severely overgrown. She also 

asked if the Groundsman was responsible for undertaking this type of clearing.  Clerk to 

investigate. 

 
Other Correspondence Circulated – August 2004 

 
Local Councils Update – August Edition 

Kent & Medway Structure Plan – Notes Of Preliminary Meeting/List of Matters & 

Participants 

Kent County Council – Annual Plan 2004/05 

Dover Museum – Family Days on 26/8 & 31/8 

Kent Police – The Relay July/August 2004 

DDC – Best Value Performance Plan 2004 

KAPC – Parish News July 2004 

 

 

Other Correspondence Circulated – September 2004 

 

Kent Police – Policing Plan 2004 – 2005 

DDC – Standards Board Quarterly Newsletter 

KAPC – Minutes of July Meeting  

Dover District Council – Standards Committee, Agenda & Minutes from June meeting 

Society of Local Council Clerks -The Clerk, August 2004 edition 

CPRE -  Dover District Newsletter 

Kent County Playing Fields Association – The Playing Field Newsletter, Summer 2004 

KAPC – Parish News September 04 

Kent Police – The Relay, September 2004 edition 

CPRE – Fieldwork, September 2004 edition 

 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

  

The Clerk read out a request from Kent BTCV asking for contributions towards the running 

of the Kent Pond Warden Scheme and the Kent Tree Warden Scheme.  The letter asked for a 

contribution of £100 towards each.  It was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by 

Cllr. Moore to make a contribution of £100 to cover both, as we have only one gentleman 

who undertakes both responsibilities.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Report from P.C. Foster 

 

Cllr. Cowan welcomed P.C. Foster to the meeting.  P.C. Foster stated that most items he 

intended to talk about had already been covered earlier in the meeting.  He stressed the 

importance of sending a representative to The Police Parish Forum as any issues and concerns 

could be answered immediately and directly.   He also reiterated that he is there to be utilised 

as our Rural Project Officer.  P.C. Foster then updated The Parish Council on the Speedwatch 

programme, which has been put on hold because the hand-held equipment is not of the right 

frequency for use by the general public.  He also advised that a new Antisocial Behaviour 

Unit has been set up at DDC, with one of his colleagues, P.C. Dermot, acting as police 



 

liaison.  He went on to say that the police are working on a lot of issues with DDC including 

fly tipping amongst others.  He stated that local residents need to be aware that paid 

contractors must hold the appropriate licences to dispose of rubbish, or the resident can be 

held liable.  He called this ‘Duty of Care’.  Finally he gave his direct telephone number and 

encouraged people to use it whenever necessary. 

 

 

Police Parish Forum 

 

Cllr. Cowan read out an E-mail received from SE Kent Police inviting attendance at this 

year’s meeting.  He stated that ex-councillor, Whitfield’s Neighbourhood Watch Co-

ordinator, Mrs Pat Martin had previously attended on our behalf but was unable to continue to 

do so.  He then asked for a volunteer to take on the responsibility.  Cllrs. Howling-Neame and 

Gowland both said they would do it.  Cllr. Cowan asked if a show of hands was acceptable to 

decide the outcome.  Both agreed.  Of 10 votes Cllr. Howling-Neame received 8 and  Cllr. 

Gowland received 2.  Cllr. Howling-Neame will now attend as Parish Representative.  Clerk 

to provide him with details. 

 

 

Report from DDC Ward Councillor Meredith 

 

Cllr. Meredith advised that he had attended an ESSO site meeting with Mr Fred Parkes that 

morning, along with DDC Ward Cllr. Lodge, Parish Cllrs. Gowland and Ditcher and Sean 

Barber of MacDonald’s.  He felt that this meeting was more positive than those attended 

previously, with Mr Parkes taking on board all comments made, though there was obviously a 

lot of work to be undertaken. The emphasis appeared to be more on co-operation by ESSO 

rather than cost.  Cllr. Meredith stated that the rear compound was excessively damaged and a 

lot of dumping had taken place.  Mr Parkes agreed that this area would be cleared and the 

freestanding storage area removed on Thursday 16
th
 September.  Mr Parkes also agreed to 

make repairs to damaged fencing, cut back overgrowth and make more regular inspections 

(monthly rather than bi-monthly).  Cllr. Meredith said that there should hopefully be great 

improvement of the site before the end of the week, though this would need to be carefully 

monitored.  Cllr. Cowan said he would feel more positive once the work had actually been 

undertaken.  Some general discussion followed about the future of the ESSO site and ESSO’s 

reasons for not yet having sold.  Cllr. Meredith then went on to talk briefly about the Black 

Box scheme which is due to begin in Whitfield later this month.  Cllr. Newport asked whether 

any provision had been made within the scheme for collection of the boxes from elderly or 

disabled residents who may have difficulty leaving their boxes at the kerbside.  Cllr. Meredith 

was unsure but Cllr. M. Morgan said that it was his understanding that if the box was not at 

the kerbside it would not be removed.  Cllr. Meredith moved on to advise that only 7% of 

planning applications now go to a full committee, with 93% being decided by officers using 

their powers of delegation.  Cllr. M. Morgan felt that comments made by Parish Councils 

were therefore pointless if they were not going to be taken into account. Cllr. Meredith 

continued his report by advising that magistrates are now losing their licensing powers.  As a 

separate topic he touched on the new Anti-Social Behaviour Unit mentioned earlier by P.C. 

Foster.  He suggested inviting a representative to a future meeting.  Clerk to action.  He 

concluded his report by talking about the Local Board Councillor’s Allowances, with Brian 

Cope being our local representative.  He has received an allowance of £10,000 but the 

allocation of this money is not known. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Planting of Trees, Archer’s Court Road 

 
Cllr. Ditcher stated that he had attended a site meeting with Doug McHattie of Kent 

Highways to confirm the proposed positioning of the trees.  He said the land in question has 

been confirmed as Highway owned but they have no objections to the tree planting going 

ahead and suggested that the area would be further enhanced by the planting of some daffodil 

bulbs.    The Landlord of The Archer Public House was approached and he welcomed these 

suggestions and stated that he regularly cuts the grass in that area.  On request he also agreed 

to smarten up the pub sign and his advertising board to make the whole area more appealing.  

Cllr. Ditcher went on to say that he had consulted with local garden supplier John Marsh and 

local tree specialist Tony Christian to establish the best trees to plant and the associated cost.  

The hawthorn was considered the best choice because it is wind resistant and will grow 

unaided in even the poorest of soil.  It is also colourful and not suitable to be climbed in. Cllr. 

Ditcher provided a breakdown of costs and it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded 

by Cllr. Moore that £170 be allocated to cover the cost of both the trees and daffodils.  

Carried.  Cllr. Ditcher concluded by saying that the longer-term goal was to enhance the 

whole of The Sandwich Road in a similar way.   

 

 

Recreation Groundwork 

 

The Clerk stated that all 3 quotations had now been received.  These quotations were 

circulated and Cllr. Cowan asked for any comments.  Cllr. Gowland noted the significant 

differences in price.  Some discussion followed about the general requirement and necessity 

for the work.  Cllr. Capper proposed that the work be undertaken and Cllr. Moore seconded 

this.  Carried. Further discussion about the content of the quotations followed with Cllr. 

Howling-Neame proposing that the cheapest quote be accepted.  This was seconded by Cllr. 

Capper.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan suggested that a written specification would be a good idea in future to 

ensure equality of all quotes.  This received general agreement.  Clerk to note. 

 

 
Safety of Play Area Equipment 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame drew The Council’s attention to a report produced by the National 

Playing Fields Association (NPFA), which had been received over the summer period.  He 

briefed The Council on the content of the report, which had made an independent assessment 

of the playground and equipment. Cllr. Howling-Neame stated that a number of issues had 

been raised within this report, particularly about non-compliance with statutory regulations.  

This had prompted subsequent investigation by Cllr. Howling-Neame and the Clerk into 

installation dates of the equipment and required compliance at that time.  As a result it had 

become clear that the equipment pre-dated the requirement for the regulations stated in the 

NPFA report, and that the two particular regulations in question, EN1176 and EN1177, were 

not retrospective.   Cllr. Cowan said that he had seen the first report and had been concerned 

at its content.  However, he had also seen a subsequent report received from The Royal 

Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) which acknowledged the regulations 

mentioned in the NPFA report while recognising that the play equipment pre-dated the 

requirement for them.  Cllr. Howling-Neame said that some issues had still arisen out of the 

RoSPA report but these were already being looked at.  Cllr. Cowan went on to say that the 

RoSPA report rated the overall risk assessment for the play facilities as ‘low’ and that the 

equipment was in relatively good condition.  Cllr. Howling-Neame was in agreement.  

 

 



 

 

Results of The 2003/04 Audit 
 

The Clerk briefed The Council on a letter she had received from The Audit Commission 

stating that the Annual Audit had been completed.  No issues had been raised and the 

statutory notices would now be displayed on The Parish Noticeboards in line with Audit 

Commission requirements.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Increase to Audit Cost for 2003/04 

 

Cllr. Cowan asked The Clerk to read out a letter received from Nanette Waters.  This stated a 

requirement to increase her charges to £200 as a result of additional work she had to 

undertake in preparation for submission of the 2003/04 accounts to The Audit Commission.  

In previous years this work had been completed before submission to her, but unfortunately 

had not on this occasion.  Cllr. Cowan felt it was appropriate to comment that this comment 

was not in any way detrimental to the previous Parish Clerk, who had not been aware of the 

requirement for this work at the time.  The Council accepted Cllr. Cowan’s comments and the 

requirement for the increase in cost.  Cllr. Cowan then confirmed with the Clerk that she was 

aware of the requirements for this and subsequent years and that the cost would return to that 

previously stated.  The Clerk confirmed this. 

 
 

Renewal of Insurance for Recreation Vehicle   

 

The Clerk circulated two quotations amongst The Council.  It was proposed by Cllr. Gowland 

and seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that the cheapest be accepted.  Carried.   Clerk to 

action renewal. 

 

 

Pay Increase for Clerk, Groundsman and Village Cleaner and Change to Mileage 

Allowance 

 

Cllr. Cowan stated that The National Joint Council had reached agreement on the rates of pay 

applicable from 1 April 2004.  This equated to a 2.75% increase backdated to 1 April 2004.  

He also advised The Council that this increase would apply to Mrs Sharon Hammond and that 

a backdated element would need to be paid to her in respect of her employment as the 

previous Parish Clerk.  It was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and seconded by Cllr. K.  

Gowland that this be accepted.  Carried.  Clerk to implement. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan went on to ask if the paying of mileage allowance was applicable to 

Councillors and at what rate.  Clerk to investigate. 

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out a summary of the situation regarding outstanding planning 

applications.  He commented on the objection by a local resident to the proposal for a new 

Hot Food Takeaway on The Sandwich Road, having received a copy of a letter sent to DDC 

by the resident.  He stated that he had asked DDC to take several considerations into account 

when reviewing this application, in line with the requirements imposed on other takeaway 

shops in the same area.  Cllr. Morgan went on to read some correspondence received from 

DDC and ASB Law regarding the renewal of the Public Entertainments Licence for The 



 

Ramada Hotel and The Application for Transfer of the Justices’ Licence.  He asked if there 

were any objections.  None were made. 

 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame advised that the Recreation Ground CCTV had a blind spot and that 

various unsavoury activities were taking place in this area.  He suggested that a security 

mirror be positioned at the appropriate spot to increase visibility of activity and act as a 

deterrent.  He stated that it would need to be exterior duty, convex and approximately 18 

inches square.  He suggested we make contact with Active Security to establish if they are 

able to provide a suitable item and at what cost.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that he had passed £107.50 to The Clerk in respect of football matches 

played in August and September.  He also updated The Council on the charges raised for both 

junior and senior matches.  He went on to talk about The Kent County Council Neville 

Southall Scheme, which will run for the whole of the academic year 2004/05. He read out a 

letter from Kent County Council explaining the scheme and formally requesting permission to 

use The Recreation Ground and The Pavilion. He stated that due to the timescale involved he 

had made an effort to contact as many Council members as possible to obtain their agreement.  

He had received a positive response from those he had managed to speak to and apologised to 

those he had not.  Those members not previously approached raised no objections.  Cllr. 

Cowan advised that the use of the facilities would generate an income of £50 weekly for the 

duration of the scheme.  Payments would be received in September, January and April.  Clerk 

to instigate September payment.   

 

 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland started his report by briefing The Council on action pending as a result of 

complaints regarding the need for cutting back of overgrown vegetation in various locations 

throughout The Village.  He continued by updating everyone on the situation regarding the 

Interactive Speed Sign.  The pole has now been moved from its previous location and 

positioned towards the 30 limit sign as you enter the village from the Sutton Vale end.  

Though Cllr. Gowland had written to Alan Russ a while ago the action had been delayed 

because Mr Husk, owner of the adjacent land, had been difficult to contact.  He has now been 

contacted and the hedging and bushes edging Mr Husk’s land have been removed.  Cllr. G. 

Morgan explained about the purpose and reasoning behind the original planting there and said 

she was horrified at the loss of the flora and fauna and the natural habitat.  She requested we 

investigate who had undertaken this and what would replace it, suggesting the farmer should 

extend his fence.  Cllr. Race stated that he had witnessed Hammonds Tree Surgeons in that 

area, along with Kent County Council warning signs.  Further discussion then followed about 

the farmer’s reasoning and entitlement to do what he wanted with his land and why there was 

a need to remove so much hedging.  After this it was proposed by Cllr. M. Morgan and 

seconded by Cllr. Howling-Neame that we write to Kent County Council outlining our 

concerns and asking why so much hedge had been removed when we were led to believe it 

would merely be a case of pruning back.  Clerk to action.     

 

Cllr. Ditcher then raised a separate question about whether it was  possible to utilise the spur 

on the roundabout located at the western end of the A256 Whitfield by-pass where it joins the 

A2, to connect to the business park, thus reducing the amount of traffic using the Whitfield 

Roundabout.  He said that he felt this might be a good time to progress the building of this 

road.  Cllr. Gowland said that he did not know the long-term answer to that question.  Cllr. M.  

Morgan said he thought that the spur would only be intended for entry into and out of the 



 

business park and not for through traffic.  Cllr. Cowan said that he thought that it would 

eventually be used for industrial traffic only.  Some discussion then followed about the 

development of the area and the approach roads to the local businesses. 

 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

None. 

 

KAPC 

 

Cllr. Cowan said that there had only been one KAPC meeting recently and unfortunately he 

had been on holiday at the time.  He stated that he would provide a fuller report at the next 

meeting. 

 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised that Cllr. G. Morgan needed to join a committee.  As no specific vacancy 

was available he asked her if she had any preference.  After a little discussion Cllr. G. Morgan 

agreed to join Recreation. 

 

Cllr. Ditcher asked what members thought of a small social gathering, with partners, at 

Christmas.  Cllr. Cowan stated that it was his intention to hold a small buffet and drinks party 

following the November meeting to thank everyone for their help and support.  He would 

fund this personally. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan asked if we pay for a full-page entry in The Whitfield News as this month’s 

submission appeared to have been reduced in size to a half page entry and placed on a page 

alongside various advertisements.  Clerk to investigate. 

 

Cllrs. M. Morgan, G. Morgan and Ditcher gave their apologies for the next meeting, as they 

are all on holiday. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.45pm. 

 



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 12
h
 October 2004 in 

the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; Cllrs. P. Capper; M. Howling-Neame;  

J. Newport; A. Race; S. Rashid; K.Gowland; L. Brooks; C. Moore;  

Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden; DDC Ward Cllr. Meredith;   

 

Apologies:  Cllrs. M. Morgan; G. Morgan; D. Ditcher; L. Perkins;  

K. Barraclough 

   Reasons for absence accepted by Council 

 

Absent:  None 

 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. Gowland that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

 

Matters Arising  
 

1. Business Banners at Port Zone  Following on from the last meeting , the 

deadline date for a response from the planning department at DDC was 17/09/04.  No 

response had been received so an E-mail was sent to find out what was happening.  A 

response was received on 7/10/04 stating that staff shortages have necessitated the 

prioritisation of cases, with more urgent and serious cases taking precedence.  DDC will do 

their best to resolve the matter when time allows. 

 

2. A2 Road Condition Interoute have stated that the stretch of road in question was 

not included in the Whitfield Roundabout resurfacing scheme but it does have small scheme 

potential for Inlay resurfacing, where the top layer of carriageway is scraped off and 

completely replaced.   They now need to get financial approval for the work to be undertaken 

and they can then apply for the necessary licenses and permits to allow them to close the 

carriageway.  The timescale for obtaining these is up to 8 weeks from the approval date.  

Clerk to contact Interoute to advise of the breakdown of the road surface and the need for 

immediate action. 

 

3. Purchase of Dog Waste Bin to be located near the end of Castle Drive 

Flyers were issued to residents in the vicinity asking for comments by 12/10/04.  Several were 

received and all were positive.   Some clarification of the exact location was requested by the 

residents, due to concerns over environmental issues and a request was also made that the 

bins be emptied regularly for this reason.  It was also suggested that a bin be placed at the 

Bewsbury Cross Lane end of the Bridle Path, or that the current litter bin there be converted. 

 

Cllr. Gowland said that the litter bin was well used and he felt it should not be converted.  

This received general agreement.  Cllr. Cowan suggested that the situation could be reviewed 

as to the requirement for another dog waste bin at the Bewsbury Cross Lane end once the 

Singledge Lane end one had been installed for a period of time.  This also received general 



 

agreement.    Clerk requested clarification of exact location for positioning of the bin.  This 

was agreed to be on the inside of the Bridle Path in the vicinity of the lamppost situated there.  

Clerk to action purchase via DDC.  Cost to be charged to the Roads and Footpaths budget. 

 

4. Complaints Re: One Stop Shop Following on from the previous meeting, letters were 

written both to One Stop and DDC regarding the issues raised by the General Public.  No 

response had been received from One Stop, but two letters had been received from DDC 

stating what action they will now take on our behalf.  The Clerk read out both letters to The 

Council.  Clerk to undertake follow up action as outlined in the letters. 

 

Cllr. Cowan said that he was very pleased that so many members of the Public had attended 

the previous meeting and that DDC had responded so promptly to the concerns we had raised 

on their behalf.  Cllr. Gowland felt that we had acted appropriately by raising these issues 

immediately, before the problems escalated further, and that he now hoped they would be 

followed up accordingly by DDC.    

 

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

 

Payments by Cheque for September 

 

Folkestone & Dover 

Water Services 

12.73 B.Gardner 27.52 

Jewson 51.29 Zurich Insurance Company 447.30 

British Telecom 29.99 BTCV 100.00 

British Telecom 52.25 T.A.Ramsden 100.00 

Viking Direct 18.60 Viking Direct 33.04 

B.Gardner 27.52 P.Lodge 20.00 

J.A. Willson 262.13 Mrs S.Hammond 51.07 

Inland Revenue 380.28 Mrs S.Hammond 4.16 

Viking Direct 51.04 Mrs T.Ramsden 984.57 

Audit Commission 293.75 B.Gardner 38.22 

Playground 

Management Ltd 

69.33 J.A.Willson 256.87 

J.A.Willson 192.92   

 

 

It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Race that the Council approve and 

authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

None 

 

 

   

 



 

Correspondence 

 

InterRoute – A2 Whitfield Roundabout Resurfacing Scheme 

KCC -  Kent Highways Partnership, 130904 

KCC -  Kent Highways Partnership, 270904 

KCC – Improving Your Local Path Network 

KCC – Planning for Minerals in Kent 2004 

Kent Rural Community Council – Change of Name and Invitation 

DDC – Anti-Social Behaviour Unit, Response to Invitation 

Kent BTCV – Tree And Pond Warden Schemes (thank-you) 

KAPC – Agenda for October Meeting 

 

 

Other Correspondence circulated - October 2004 

 

Local Councils Update – September edition 

Local Councils Update – October edition 

DDC – Standards Committee Meeting Letter 

East Kent NHS and Social Care Partnership Trust– Annual Report 2003/04 

Town and Country Housing Group – Annual Report 2004 

White Cliffs Housing Association – White Cliffs News, Summer issue 

WCCP – Guided Walks, Autumn/Winter 2004/2005 

Kent Police – The Rural Beat, Sept/Oct 2004 

East Kent Hospitals NHS Trust – Annual Report 2003/04 

Kent Early Years & Childcare Unit – EYDCP News, Autumn 2004 

The Clerk – October edition 

 

 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

  

The Clerk read out a request from The Farming and Advisory Group Limited to subscribe to 

their charity.  She stated that we had not subscribed to them in the past.  Cllr. Cowan said that 

though the charity covered the Kent area he was not sure how The Parish would benefit from 

the subscription and this expenditure would  need to be justified to The Public.  Cllr. Gowland 

felt that we needed more information.  The subscription request was placed in the 

correspondence envelope to allow all Councillors to review it and will be added to next 

month’s agenda.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Report from DDC Ward Councillor Meredith 

 

Cllr. Meredith updated The Council on the Esso site.  Following last month’s meeting there 

had been an extensive clear up of the site and a written declaration made by Esso to monitor 

the site monthly and carry out any necessary repairs.  Cllr. Cowan said that he felt it 

warranted mention that Esso had undertaken this clear-up quickly and with little fuss.  He 

stated that the site now looks cleaner, tidier and neater and felt that this was very encouraging.  

Some general discussion followed about Esso’s long term plans, with Cllr. Brooks 

questioning how much longer the site would be allowed to stand empty.  Cllr. Meredith said 

that it was his understanding that the site is for sale but as yet no buyer had been found.   He 

also said that Esso could move very quickly in the event of a sale. 

 

Cllr. Meredith briefed The Council that a review of DDC owned property was underway  and 

that it had been brought to his attention that DDC may seek to transfer the Village Hall car 

park to Parish ownership in the future.  There followed some general discussion about DDC’s 



 

financial interests in doing this.  Cllr. Meredith also advised that the Kent Highways’ Unit 

based at DDC is to be closed.  He expressed his regret at this and the associated loss of 

expertise and knowledge of the specifics of the area.  He moved on to talk about his recent 

attendance at a Standards Committee Meeting, where a Parish Councillor had been suspended 

because he had not made a declaration of interest on an Agenda item.  Cllr. Meredith 

underlined the requirement for these declarations and said that if there was any doubt about 

the need to declare an interest, it should always be made.  Cllr. Brooks asked what a 

‘Declaration of Interest’ actually was.  Cllr. Cowan went to some lengths to clarify this. 

 

Cllr. Cowan then thanked Cllr. Meredith for his report. 

 

 

Data Protection/CCTV 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that he had undertaken some research in the requirement to register 

our use of CCTV cameras under The Data Protection Act.  He said that the act is very 

complicated but he believed that we did not need to register, due to the fact that our cameras 

are used for crime prevention purposes, are not pan and tilt and cannot be zoomed in and out.  

He did state that we should adopt best practice though, as we are not completely compliant 

with these requirements at the moment.  We need to display various signs advising that the 

area is being covered by CCTV and providing details of for what purpose and a contact 

number in the event of any queries.  He also felt that a model of the CCTV system should be 

drawn up and displayed.  He then talked briefly of the actual requirements stated under The 

Data Protection Act with regard to CCTV useage.  He said that he would print out the 

compliance regulations and that it should cost little to comply.  Some discussion followed 

about the situation within other Parishes and organisations and it was agreed that some further 

investigations would be made and the item added to next month’s agenda.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Job Description for Groundsman 

 

Cllr. Cowan stated that an issue was raised at last month’s meeting about the Groundsman’s 

responsibility for cutting and strimming of footpaths.  His job description stated that he was 

responsible for cutting and strimming of public footpaths, but did not state which ones.  Cllr. 

Howling-Neame said that he had spoken to the Groundsman, who was of the opinion that this 

was not his responsibility.  Cllr. Cowan said that the Groundsman actually does far more than 

is in his job description and as such saves the Council money.  He also acknowledged that the 

job description is very vague.  Cllr. Capper suggested we investigate which footpaths we are 

responsible for and clarify ownership.  Clerk to investigate and add to next month’s agenda. 

 

 

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

Planning 

 

None. 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that most repairs that had come out of the RoSPA report had now 

been made, though the bendy horse needs to have handgrips replaced along with the gaitor 

(spring) underneath.  The gaitor was potentially a major job. Clerk to investigate sources and 

costs and add to next month’s agenda.  Cllr. Cowan said that we must ensure compliance with 



 

statutory regulations when undertaking this repair work. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame went on to say that we had received a response from Trevor May 

regarding the outstanding works on the tennis courts.  He read out an E-mail which said that 

the remaining work will be undertaken shortly.  Cllr. Cowan suggested we monitor this over 

the next month and follow up if the work has not occurred.  Cllr. Howling-Neame then talked 

about the problems we are having when white-lining the football pitches and said that he was 

prepared to look at alternate ways of achieving a better result.  Cllr. Cowan clarified the 

situation with regard to marking out of the pitches and said that two products had been 

identified as possible alternatives.  It was proposed by Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by 

Cllr. Capper that a product called Pre-line be purchased at a cost of £19.75 per 10 litres to see 

if the results were satisfactory.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that two new litter bins were needed on The Recreation Ground as 

the ones currently there were in desperate need of replacing.  It was proposed by Cllr. 

Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Race that these be purchased.  Carried.  Clerk to 

investigate last bought and purchase same. 

 

Cllr. Cowan stated that he had forgotten to bring The Football Subscriptions with him to pass 

to the Clerk and would pass them to her directly.  Agreed. 

 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland started his report by advising The Council that the barriers have now been 

ordered for the One Stop Corner.  He also said that KCC are going to look at that corner on an 

on-going basis to see what else may be done to improve the situation. 

 

He went on to advise that the Interactive Speed Sign is now at the coupling up stage and 

should be up and running shortly.  Cllr. Moore asked if Cllr. Gowland knew what would 

replace the hedging removed at the site, as the weather conditions may prove to be a problem 

in that area.  Cllr. Gowland said that the Clerk had written to KCC for clarification on this 

matter but no response had yet been received.  Cllr. Cowan suggested we wait for this 

response. 

 

Cllr. Gowland then talked about the issue of the Kent Highways Unit and how the change will 

take place in April 2005.  He said that that there may be the build of a new headquarters 

which would house regional area offices.  He said that he felt that the changes would result in 

poorer communication with a longer response time and that it may be a suggestion to lobby 

our County Councillor, Mr Brian Cope.  Cllr. Cowan said that it would appear that the 

decision had already been made.  

 

Cllr. Gowland touched on the resurfacing of Whitfield roundabout, saying that so far it had 

been successfully undertaken and that disruption had been kept to a minimum.  Hopefully this 

would continue when phase 2 commences shortly. 

 

Cllr. Capper asked Cllr. Gowland if he knew what was happening with regard to resurfacing 

of Castle Drive, as a number of residents had approached him with concerns.  Cllr. Gowland 

said that the request had been submitted to Kent Highways previously, and was now at the top 

of our new request list for 2005/06.  Obviously the work would be subject to Kent Highways 

recommendation themselves.  Cllr. Moore suggested that the residents should complain to 

Kent Highways directly and Cllr. Capper said that he had already told them to do that.  Cllr. 

Cowan said that he felt that individual letters were more likely to prompt action rather than a 

petition.  Cllr. Gowland agreed. 

 



 

Cllr. Brooks raised some issues about cutting of verges and speed bumps in the Sandwich 

Road.  He questioned whether The Parish should take over responsibility for the verges as 

part of our overall plan to improve the general look of the Sandwich Road.  It was generally 

felt that this responsibility should remain with KCC at this time.  He also asked if the speed 

bumps could be removed and replaced with speed cameras as he felt this would act as a better 

traffic calming method.  Cllr. Cowan said that a consultation period had been held prior to 

installing the speed bumps, asking residents if they wanted traffic calming measures put in 

place.  The answer had been yes.  He agreed that there were some negative points in having 

speed bumps rather than a different form of traffic calming but said that the bumps would be 

there for the foreseeable future.  Cllr. Gowland agreed.  He then stated that speed cameras 

would not be an option along the road because of the varying speed limits amongst other 

issues. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame asked if it could be found out who is responsible for the salt bin 

situated along Archers Court Road at the junction with Newlands.  This bin has been lying on 

its side and needs re-siteing.  Clerk to investigate. 

 

Cllr. Gowland asked the Clerk to mention in The Whitfield News over the next few months, 

the need to allow access for the gritter around Cranleigh Drove, Downside Road and 

Farncombe Way.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

None. 

 

KAPC 

 

Cllr. Cowan said that the next KAPC meeting is to be held on the 28
th
 October and he will 

report back on this next month. 

 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Cllr. Brooks asked if it was possible to meet in a different venue as he had problems with the 

acoustics of The Pavilion.  Cllr. Cowan said one of the purposes of The Pavilion was for 

holding our meetings.  Cllr. Brooks said in that case could we look at improving the acoustics 

and made some suggestions.  Cllr. Howling-Neame said that it would be very expensive to 

install acoustic tiling and that the other options mentioned raised Health and Safety issues.  

Cllr. Cowan said that Cllr. Brooks’ comments will be taken on board and in future see if there 

is any reasonable cost effective method of improving the situation. 

 

The Clerk said that a Castle Drive resident had asked about the possibility of purchasing a 

new salt bin for that area.  Cllr. Cowan asked for this to be added to next month’s agenda. 

 

The Clerk also asked for some advice about recruiting a replacement P3 representative.  It 

was suggested she liase with Cllr. Ditcher over this. 

 

A verbal request had been received from another resident asking that minutes of meetings are 

displayed on the noticeboards.  The Clerk stated that this could be difficult on occasions, due 

to the number of pages.  After some discussion it was agreed that full minutes should be 

displayed on the noticeboard outside The Recreation Ground whenever possible or a notice 



 

when this is not possible.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Gowland talked briefly about the new Anti-social behaviour unit and what its policies 

will cover.  Cllr. Cowan stated that the Clerk was in the process of arranging for a 

representative to attend our meeting at some point to brief us further.  Cllr. Gowland also 

updated The Council on the new licensing policies and how the policies will move from 

Magistrates to local authorities.  Most decisions will  now be implemented by council 

officials unless 2 or more objections are received, in which case it will have to go to a 

committee.  He then talked about regulated opening hours and general licensing requirements. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2205 hours.  



 

Minutes of the Whitfield Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on 9th November 2004 

in the Recreation Ground Pavilion 

 

 

Present:  Chairman, Cllr. G. Cowan; Cllrs. P. Capper; D.Ditcher;  

M. Howling-Neame; M. Morgan; J. Newport; L. Perkins; A. Race; 

K.Gowland; L. Brooks; C. Moore; K. Barraclough; G. Morgan 

Parish Clerk, T.Ramsden; DDC Ward Cllr. Meredith 

 

Apologies:  Cllr. Rashid 

   Reason for absence accepted by the Council. 

    

Absent:  None 

 

 

 

Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 
 

None. 

 

 

Minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
 

It was proposed by Cllr. Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the minutes were a true 

and accurate record of the proceedings.  Carried. 

 

 

Matters Arising  
 

 

1. Purchase of Dog Waste Bin to be located near the end of Castle Drive  The Clerk 

had received a letter from a Singledge Lane resident suggesting that the dog waste bin should 

be sited at the point where the alley from Castle Drive meets the Bridle Path, as many of the 

dogs and owners that use the Bridle Path enter it at that point.  After some discussion it was 

proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded by Cllr. Capper that the bin should be sited at The 

Singledge Lane end as agreed at a previous meeting.  All agreed.  The Clerk then asked for 

clarification of the exact placement of the bin.  It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and seconded 

by Cllr. Gowland that it be sited next to the Bridle Path signpost.  All agreed.  Clerk to advise 

DDC. 

 

Cllr. Cowan reminded the Council that we would look at the possibility of another dog waste 

bin at the Bewsbury Cross Lane end of the Bridle Path at a later stage, subject to the effective 

use of this one. 

 

2. Complaints Re: One Stop Shop  The Clerk advised that she had written to all 

the members of the public who had attended the September meeting, asking them to contact 

DDC directly to be furnished with diaries to keep a record of activity.  Cllr. Cowan asked if 

any further correspondence had been received from DDC, which it had not.  He then 

suggested that DDC be contacted in early 2005 for an update on what action had been taken 

by them regarding the issues raised.  Clerk to action. 

 

The Clerk also advised that she had still not received any response from One Stop themselves. 

 

     

Business Banners at Port Zone  An E-mail had been sent to the Planning Department 



 

at Dover District Council for an update on the situation.  A response has now been received 

stating that the signs have now been removed.  Item complete. 

 

A2 Road Condition Cllr. Howling-Neame had advised the Clerk that the road surface 

appeared to have been repaired.  Interroute have now confirmed this.  Item complete. 

 

 

 

Finances 
 

The financial statements, previously circulated, were discussed and accepted. 

 

 

Payments by Cheque for October 

 

D. Ditcher 9.00 Viking Direct 61.26 

Southern Water 14.91 B.T. 120.06 

Viking Direct 108.04 Rigby Taylor Ltd 38.89 

DDC 82.06 J.A. Willson 197.82 

Inland Revenue 229.84 B.Gardner 28.36 

J.A. Willson 197.60 T.A. Ramsden 759.02 

B.Gardner 28.15     

 

 

Cllr. Ditcher asked for clarification regarding the payment to Rigby Taylor.  The Clerk 

explained that it was only for the supply of the white-lining product used for marking out the 

football pitches, not the actual marking out.  Cllr. Cowan then briefed Cllr. Ditcher on the 

decision made at October’s meeting to purchase this product. 

 

It was then proposed by Cllr. Howling -Neame and seconded by Cllr. Moore that the Council 

approve and authorise the above payments. Carried. 

 

 

 

Public Participation 
 

None. 

 

 

Correspondence 

 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – New Ethical Framework Regulations 

Dover District Council – Parish Basic Allowance & Parish Travelling & Subsistence 

Allowance: Cllr. Cowan referred the Council to the Agenda item on this. 

Standards Board – Code of Conduct: Registering of Interests and Freemasonry – revised 

advice 

Kent County Council – Improving your local path network 

Dover District Council – Black Box Scheme 

Dover District Council – Playschemes in The Parish: A response was required to various 

questions raised about the existence of playschemes within the Parish.  Clerk to respond 

appropriately. 



 

Dover District Council – Trafalgar Weekend: After some discussion it was agreed that we 

should request further information about the events planned and the situation would be 

reviewed when this had been received.  Clerk to action.  

 

 

Correspondence Circulated –November 2004 

 

KAPC – Minutes of October Meeting 

Local Councils Update, November 2004 edition 

CPRE – Countryside Voice – Autumn 2004 

WCCP – Green Gang Leaflet Autumn/Christmas 2004 

Kent County Playing Fields Association – The Playing Field, Autumn 2004 

CPRE – Kent Voice, Autumn 2004 

Clerks & Councils Direct – November 2004 edition 

KAPC – Parish News, October 2004 edition 

The Countryside Agency – Guide to Becoming a Quality Council 

Kent Lieutenancy -  Flyer 

 

Other Correspondence Circulated – September 2004 

 

Kent Police – Policing Plan 2004 – 2005 

DDC – Standards Board Quarterly Newsletter 

KAPC – Minutes of July Meeting  

Dover District Council – Standards Committee, Agenda & Minutes from June meeting 

Society of Local Council Clerks -The Clerk, August 2004 edition 

CPRE -  Dover District Newsletter 

Kent County Playing Fields Association – The Playing Field Newsletter, Summer 2004 

KAPC – Parish News September 04 

Kent Police – The Relay, September 2004 edition 

CPRE – Fieldwork, September 2004 edition 

 

 

Subscriptions and Donations 

  

Following on from October’s meeting, the donation request from the Farming and Wildlife 

Advisory Group Limited (FWAG) was discussed.  It was generally felt that we did not know 

enough about how the donation would be used to benefit the local community as no specific 

points were outlined in the request.  It was proposed by Cllr. Capper and seconded by Cllr. 

Brooks that we did not make a donation on this occasion.  Carried. 

 

Cllr. G. Morgan said that perhaps we could consider making a donation next year.  Cllr. 

Cowan suggested we obtain more information about what FWAG do and what schemes they 

have undertaken in our area.  Clerk to action. 

 

The Clerk then read at a donation request from The John Aspinall Foundation.  There was 

general agreement within the Council that John Aspinall had done a wonderful job and that 

local children benefited tremendously from his work.  It was proposed by Cllr. Ditcher and 

seconded by Cllr. Moore that we support their request.  Carried. 

 

Some discussion then followed regarding how much should be donated.  It was proposed by 

Cllr. Howling-Neame and seconded by Cllr. Race that £50 should be donated.  Carried.  Clerk 

to action. 

 

 

 



 

Report from DDC Ward Councillor 

 

Cllr. Meredith said that The Black Box Scheme had been introduced successfully, with 

Whitfield providing one of the best responses ever since the introduction of the scheme. 

 

He had recently attended the launch of the new Anti-Social Behaviour Unit at DDC.  Over 90 

cases had already been dealt with there, with 50 being resolved without any further action.  

Cllr. Meredith said that the unit is only currently open during normal office hours and that any 

incidents outside of these hours should be reported directly to the police. 

 

The second stage of the re-surfacing to Whitfield Roundabout had not yet started and Cllr. 

Meredith said that he was not sure why.  He would try and contact Interroute to find out what 

was happening and pass the response to the Clerk. 

 

He also said that he had received an E-mail advising that a sign on the approach to the 

roundabout (from Sandwich Road) had been moved and cannot be seen properly by motorists.  

Cllr. Meredith was not sure exactly which sign this referred to and asked if anyone could 

enlighten him.  Cllr. Howling-Neame said that it could possibly be the speed-limit sign but he 

was not sure.  Cllr. Meredith said he would look into it further. 

 

Cllr. Meredith concluded by saying that Esso appear to be maintaining their site as previously 

agreed. 

 

Cllr. Cowan thanked Cllr. Meredith for his report. 

 

  

 

Disability Discrimination Act 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that he was looking into the ways that the Disability 

Discrimination Act could affect us.  This could be with regard to employment, facilities and 

access, and services provided.  He said that he had received a topic note from the National 

Association of Local Councils (NALC) given key points for concern.  He said it would be a 

major task to review everything and asked if anyone would volunteer to help him complete a 

checklist of points.  Cllr. G. Morgan offered her help and it was agreed that they would report 

back to the Council in January.  Clerk to note for agenda. 

 

Cllr. Cowan commented on some problems he was aware of regarding disabled access to The 

Pavilion and water supply in the changing rooms. 

 

Cllr. Morgan suggested that costs for resolving any issues should be included in our next 

precept and asked Cllr. Howling-Neame to provide a ballpark figure for this. 

 

 

 

Ownership of Public Footpaths 

 

The Clerk briefed the Council on her investigations to establish ownership of Public Rights of 

Way (PROW) and footpaths.  She had been advised that all come under the ownership and 

responsibility of Dover District unless they fall on land owned by the parish itself.  

Overgrowth stemming from ground level is cut back twice a year whereas growth 

encroaching from the sides is the resident’s responsibility.  However, in practice this is often 

removed by volunteers as getting the landowner to take action can be difficult.  The Districts’ 

Public Liability Insurance covers volunteers as long as the work being undertaken has been 

cleared.  Employees of the Parish would need to be covered by our own Public Liability 



 

Insurance and they would also need Personal Accident Insurance.  This would need to be 

investigated further. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan said that though the initial clearing was not our responsibility, perhaps we 

should make some effort to maintain it, as there had been repeated complaints throughout the 

summer months this year regarding overgrown footpaths.  Some discussion then followed as 

to whether the Groundsman should be asked to undertake clearing and cutting back on a 

maintenance basis.  It was generally agreed that growth is dormant during the winter months 

whereas in the summer it can become rampant.   As this is the case, the Groundsman would 

not be tied up with marking out football pitches and could take on the responsibility of this 

instead.  Cllr. Cowan said that he would speak to the Clerk about setting out and drawing up a 

programme of activity.  All agreed. 

 

 

Purchase of New Salt Bin 

 

A request had been made by a resident of Castle Drive that a salt bin be purchased and sited at 

the junction of Castle Drive and Singledge Lane, due to the poor road conditions experienced 

there over the winter months.  This is not helped by the fact that the gritter does not reach this 

area.  Cllr. Cowan said that he believed we could purchase the item but it would be sited and 

maintained by Kent County Council.  It was proposed by Cllr. Gowland and seconded by 

Cllr. Newport that this purchase be made.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Councillors Allowances 

 

Cllr. Cowan read out an item of correspondence received from The Office of The Deputy 

Prime Minister in response to issues raised by Walmer Parish Council.  He said that there had 

been a breakthrough in allowing the payment of travel and subsistence expenses to co-opted 

members but not the payment of the basic Parish allowance.  He said that he found this 

appalling and that he would be writing a personal letter of complaint about it.  Cllr. Cowan 

then clarified the difference between being an elected member and a co-opted member, and 

the procedures for electing and co-opting members.  Cllr M. Morgan then said that in the case 

of future vacancies arising we should make it clear to potential candidates that they need to 

obtain 10 signatures on the relevant Dover District Council form, and that correct election 

procedures should be followed.  There would obviously be some financial implications to 

this.  Cllr. Gowland said that it would be a good idea to include a contingency fund within the 

precept to cover the possibility this.  Agreed. 

 

 

Precept for 2005/2006 

 

The Clerk read out a letter from Dover District Council (DDC) asking for our intended 

precept figures by 31 December 2004, with our formal submission by 1 March 2005.  There 

was general agreement that we were not in a position to do this and that our normal policy 

would be followed, whereby the final precept demand is agreed in January and passed to 

DDC at that point. 

 

 

Cutting of Verges Along The Sandwich Road 

 

The Clerk advised that this issue had been raised at July’s meeting as a result of concerns 

about the length of time elapsing between cuts.  A suggestion had been made that the Parish 

Council could take over the responsibility for this and that it would be a good idea to review 

the situation before the next precept submission. 



 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan said that the verges were not cut enough and was there not some other way 

of doing it?  Cllr. Cowan said that he had strong feelings about not taking on this 

responsibility as he had concerns about double capping of the public to cover the cost.  He felt 

that District would not reduce their financial allocation even if we were to increase ours.  He 

went on to say that he felt that it was our responsibility to ensure that District were 

undertaking theirs.  This received general agreement.  Cllr. M. Morgan said that we would 

have to prove that the parishioners were getting value for money and that we would definitely 

have to ensure that the funding was transferred from District to us.  This way we would have 

some control over the situation.  Cllr. Cowan said that he accepted we would have more 

control like this but he was not confident that District would be prepared to reduce their 

financial allocation in line with the reduction of the provision of the service.  All agreed. 

 

 

Draft Code of Conduct for Local Government Employees and Review of Political 

Systems 

 

Cllr. Moore briefed the Council on the contents of the documents and outlined the response 

she had made.  Cllr. M. Morgan said that he agreed with these comments.  The documents 

and their responses were placed in the correspondence envelope to allow all Councillors to 

review them. 

 

 

Reports from Committees 

 

 

Planning 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan read out a summary of the situation regarding outstanding planning 

applications.  He advised the Council that the application for a new Takeaway along the 

Sandwich Road had been refused and outlined the reasons why.  He also stated that as a 

Parish Council we had not objected but had requested that certain criteria be taken into 

account by DDC when considering the application 

 

 

Recreation 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that a costing had been obtained for the supply of a new shroud for 

the gaitor of the bouncy horse.  This was £36 plus VAT and delivery. He had some concerns 

about the compliance of the horse with safety regulations subsequent to the necessary repairs 

being made.  Cllr. Cowan said that we need to ensure that a professional job is done.  Cllr. M. 

Morgan suggested that perhaps we should replace the horse and a figure could be included in 

the precept to do this.  Cllr. Howling-Neame said that perhaps Wicksteed Leisure could be 

asked how much it would cost to repair the horse and make it compliant with current 

regulations.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. G. Morgan asked if it was possible to buy some more seating for The Recreation 

Ground, as there seemed to be a lack of it.  She asked for two additional benches if possible.  

Cllr. Howling-Neame said he would look into it. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame went on to say that a quote had been received from Active Security to 

supply and fit an additional camera in the blind spot area.  This was for £289 plus VAT.  He 

felt that this was a better option than a security mirror.  It was proposed by Cllr. Moore and 

seconded by Cllr. Race that the camera be purchased at this cost.  Carried.  Clerk to action.  

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that there is no spare channel on the video, which means we will 



 

have to take one of the other cameras offline on a rotational basis.  Agreed. 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame then said that the new waste bins are on order and that some recent 

electrical problems at The Pavilion had now been fixed.  The area next to the BMX track was 

now ready to be levelled and grassed and Cox’s had supplied a quote of £310 to do this.  Cllr 

Cowan said that normal Council policy was to obtain three quotes.  Cllr. Newport said that 

obtaining two more quotes would delay the decision to January, by which time the optimum 

period for grass seeding would have passed.  Cllr. Cowan stated that subject to Council 

agreement on this occasion we would proceed with the one quote. It was proposed by Cllr. 

Gowland and seconded by Cllr. Race that the quote be accepted.  Carried.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Cowan advised the Council that £119 had been passed to the Clerk in respect of football 

matches played in October and November. 

 

 

Roads and Footpaths 

 

Cllr. Gowland started by saying that the upturned salt bin at the entrance to Newlands had 

now been re-sited and other bins topped up. The Interactive speed sign should be working 

imminently and he read out a letter received from KCC regarding the cutting back of foliage 

at the site.  He also talked about the options under discussion as a result of changes to Kent 

Highways and advised what his preferences were. 

 

Cllr. Newport said that she had some concerns about children riding their bikes on the 

Sandwich Road in poor light and visibility.  There had been a few occasions recently where 

accidents had only been narrowly avoided.  Cllr. Newport asked if this could be mentioned in 

the Whitfield News.  Clerk to action. 

 

 

Reports from Representatives 
 

P3 

 

None. 

 

KAPC 

 

Cllr. Cowan said he had attended a meeting at the end of October and a copy of these minutes 

was in the correspondence envelope.  He said that a few issues had arisen with the main 

concern being the closure of the Dover Priory to Folkestone rail link for seven months next 

year, and the effect this would have on the local community. 

 

Cllr Cowan had been asked what procedures were in place for processing of planning 

applications and he had advised the meeting of the use of a sub-committee to review and 

process them. 

 

Cllr. Cowan also talked about noise monitoring at Manston and the need for all cabs to be 

disabled friendly by 2010. 

 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Cllr. Howling-Neame said that at the recent Police Parish Forum he had attended, he had been 

asked to bring to everyone’s attention the website www.kentcaddie.org.uk which shows data 

and statistics for the Kent Police, Fire Brigade and Ambulance. 

http://www.kentcaddie.co.uk/


 

 

Cllr. Perkins asked the Clerk if she could organise the annual pruning back of hedging in 

Beauxfield that is always undertaken at this time of year.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. Ditcher said that perhaps a copy of our minutes could be placed in the Library at The 

Village Hall, once they had been approved, and this could be advised in the Whitfield News 

and on the Noticeboards.  Clerk to action. 

 

Cllr. M. Morgan asked the clerk why no VAT had been shown on the purchase of an ink 

cartridge on the petty cash breakdown.  The Clerk said this was an oversight and would 

rectify that immediately. 

 

There being no further business Cllr. Cowan extended his best wishes for Christmas and the 

New Year and then closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 

 


