
WILLIAM CARSWELL 
 
Rank/Number:  Private   73515 
Regiment: 15th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Notts & Derby 

Regiment)  
 
William Carswell was born in Hastings in September 1898, the second child of 
Henry Hubert Carswell, a bootmaker, and his wife, Kate.  His work as a 
bootmaker involved travel around the region; the birth of their first child, Hilda, was 
registered in Maidstone.  They also lived in Folkestone for a time. 
 
In 1909, when William was 11, Henry Hubert Carswell died, and the death 
registered in Dover.  Following this the family fell on hard times and Kate obtained 
work as a domestic servant, boarding at the home of Mrs Ada Wilmot in Mill Lane.  
The children, however, had to be put into the care of the Dover Union Workhouse. 
 
William obtained a job as a cowman on a local farm until, on 17th February 1917, 
he enlisted in the army at Whitfield.  His address at this time was Mill Cottage, 
Whitfield.  He was classed fit for general service following a medical in 
Canterbury.  He was of slight build and weighed 104lbs.  The medical officer 
commented that his build was “fair” and he was “2½ inches under standard for 
chest measurement but will improve”.  He was called up on 3rd March and posted 
to the 28th Training Reserve, 245th Infantry Battalion, based in Maidstone.  Posted 
to France in late October 1917, he was drafted to the 15th Battalion, Notts & Derby 
Regiment, the Sherwood Foresters, a Bantam Battalion, formed by men who were 
under the regulation height of 5ft 3inches, but otherwise fit for service. He joined 

the Battalion at Paddington Camp, at Proven. 
 
On 21st March 1918, the German Army, reinforced by 
thousands of troops from the Russian front, launched 
a major offensive in the Somme region with the aim of 
capturing Amiens.  The Sherwood Foresters were 
ordered to counter attack and the next few days saw 
them trying to hold the advancing enemy under heavy 
shell-fire.  On 31st March they were relieved by 
Australian Troops but had by this time lost 12 officers 
and 458 other ranks.   
 
Private William Carswell was reported missing, 
believed killed, on 28th March 1918.  His body was 
never identified and he is remembered on the 
Pozieres Memorial, which commemorates over 14000 
British and 300 South African casualties who died on 
the Somme between March and August 1918, and 
have no known grave. 


