
HAROLD VICTOR ANSON 
 
Rank/ No.:      Flight Sergeant   1257553 
Service: 51 Squadron R.A.F.V.R. 
 
Harold Victor Anson was born in Walsall in 1908.  He was the second son of 
Howard and Nellie Anson.  His father worked in the local leather industry making 
collars for horses.  
 
In the spring of 1934 Harold married Esther Brooks in Lewisham, London.  At the 
time of her husband’s death in 1942, Esther was living in Whitfield. 
 
During the Second World War, Harold Anson was a Flight Sergeant in the Royal 
Air Force Volunteer Reserve.  He was posted to 51 Squadron.  The Squadron, 
part of No. 4 Group, Bomber Command, was 
equipped with the Armstrong Whitworth Whitley 
Bomber.  Whitley aircraft first entered service in 1937 
and were used as night bombers on long range raids 
and maritime reconnaissance.  They were retired 
from front line bombing duties in 1942 but continued 
to operate as troop and freight transporters.         Armstrong 

Whitworth Whitley 
 
Between May and October 1942 the Squadron was loaned to Coastal Command 
and based at RAF Chivenor in Devon.  At this time the range of the aircraft was 
increased to 2300 miles by installing fuel tanks in the bomb bay and fuselage.  Air- 
to-surface radar was also installed for long range maritime reconnaissance 
patrols. 

 
On 3rd August, Whitley Bomber 
No. Z9119 set out on a routing 
reconnaissance patrol.  During 
the flight it was attacked by a 
German Arado 196 aircraft over 

the Bay of Biscay.  The Whitley was hit by machine gun fire and came down in the 
sea.  Flight Sergeant Harold Victor Anson was among the six man crew of the 
aircraft whose bodies were never found. His name, together with those of his 
fellow crewmen, is inscribed on the Royal Air Force Memorial at Runnymede.  The 
memorial commemorates 20,337 Royal Air Force airmen who were lost in the 
Second World War and have no known grave. 
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