
    GEORGE FILES 
 
Rank/ Number: Able Seaman   203471 
Vessel:   HM Drifter Frons Olivae 
 

George Files was born on 8th September 1884, the 
youngest son of George and Annie Elizabeth Files, of 2, 
Myrtle Cottage, Whitfield. 
 
On 6th February 1899, George joined the Royal Navy as a 
Boy Entrant, 2nd Class, based at the training ship HMS St 
Vincent.  At his medical his height was recorded as 5 ft, 
5½ ins.  He gave his occupation as a labourer and his year 
of birth as 1882 (two years earlier than the actual date).  
On his ‘eighteenth’ birthday in 1900, he signed on for 
twelve years’ service and was posted to HMS Colossus, 

as an Ordinary Seaman. His home base was HMS Pembroke, the Royal Navy’s 
shore establishment at Chatham, and he returned here between postings. In 
February 1905 he was regraded to Able Seaman.  He returned to HMS Pembroke 
in August 1912 and in 8th September completed his service.  He was immediately 
enrolled in the Royal Fleet Reserve and given number B8996. 
 
On 2nd August 1914 all reservists were 
recalled to their allocated shore base.  In 
May 1915 Files was posted to HM Frons 
Olivae (pictured right), a Yarmouth-
registered Drifter which had been hired by 
the Royal Navy for use as a patrol boat.  
She had been fitted with a 3 pounder gun 
and was manned by an Anglo-Canadian 
crew, operating in the Dover Straits as 
part of the Dover Patrol.   The Dover 
Straits were of strategic importance for the British Expeditionary Force and the 
aim of the Dover Patrol was to secure safe passage for troops and supplies and 
prevent German shipping accessing the Channel. 
 
On 12th October 1915 the Frons Olivae was on patrol off the North Foreland.  At 
0450hrs she struck a mile ¼ mile south east of Elbow Bay and sank almost 
immediately with the loss of all ten men on board.  The body of Able Seaman 
George Files was never recovered and he is remembered on the Chatham Naval 

Memorial, together with over 8500 Royal 
Navy personnel who have no grave but the 
sea.  

 
 His name is also recorded in the Dover Patrol Book of Remembrance.  


