
FREDERICK WILLIAM THOMAS GEE 
 
Rank/ No.:      Stoker 1st Class  K/383 
Vessel: HMS Hawke  
 
Frederick William Thomas Gee was born in Dover on 
23rd August 1885, the eldest son of Charles Frederick 
Gee, a carpenter, and Clara Gee (nee Youden).  The 
family moved to Thornaby, where Charles worked as a 
foreman joiner, Newcastle and Chorley before 
returning to Kent.  In 1901 the Gees lived at 5 
Montrose Terrace, Buckland.  Frederick was 16 and an 
apprentice builder.  In 1906 his mother died aged 47.  
In early 1908 his father married Marian Alice Moore.  
They lived at The Millhouse, Whitfield.   
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Shortly after his father’s marriage Frederick joined the Royal Navy.  Having 
passed his medical he signed up for 12 years’ service and allocated HMS 
Pembroke in Chatham as his home base.  After six months’ training he was 
posted to HMS Lord Nelson as a Stoker Second Class.  He joined the ship the 
day it was commissioned.  In June 1909 he was regraded to Stoker First Class.  
After two years he was posted to HMS Vulcan and then, in February 1913, to 
HMS Hawke, an ‘Edgar’ Class 12-gun, twin screw cruiser launched in 1893.  She 
had seen action in the Mediterranean in the late 1890s and on 20th September 
1911 was in collision with the White Star liner ‘Olympic’, captained by E. J. Smith, 
who was to later captain her sister ship, ‘Titanic’.   
 
At the beginning of the First World War, HMS Hawke was part of the 10th Cruiser 

Squadron, Northern Patrol.  Under the 
command of Captain Hugh Williams, she 
was engaged in various operations 
against the enemy in the North Sea, being 
primarily used as a depot ship for 
destroyers and submarines.  On 15th 
October she was torpedoed by a German 
submarine U-9, and sank within a few 
minutes.  The Captain, 27 officers and 500 
men lost their lives, there being only about 
70 survivors. 
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Frederick William Thomas Gee was amongst those lost.  He is said never to have 
learned to swim so that if he was cast into the water his death would be swift.  His 
body was never recovered and he is remembered on the Chatham Memorial, 
overlooking his home base.  
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