
FRANK WILFRED MCTOLDRIDGE 
 

Rank/ No.:      Signalman     2337392 
Regiment:  Royal Corps of Signals, 7th Armoured Divn.              
 
  
Frank Wilfred McToldridge was the sixth child of Arthur 
Charles McToldridge and Edith Annie (nee Sedgewick).   
They had married on 8th February 1900 at the Zion Chapel, 
Last Lane, Dover.  His father was in the Army Ordnance 
Corps; in 1902 he was posted to South Africa.  His wife 
joined him in Bloemfontein after the birth of their second 
child.  They had two children whilst in South Africa, although 
one died in infancy.  Their fifth child was born in Dover in 
1908.  In 1909 Arthur was posted, accompanied by his family, to India. In 1914 
they returned to England when Arthur was discharged after 14 years’ service. 
Frank was born in Dover in 1916. 
 
Between 1927 and 1931 Frank attended Dover Grammar School for Boys and 
later obtained a BA Degree from the University of London.  He became a Customs 
& Excise Officer and in 1939 he was in Scotland.  His parents lived in Whitfield, 
where his father was now a market gardener.  Frank joined up in Scotland, 
becoming a signalman in the Royal Corps of Signals.  He was posted to Egypt, to 
join the 7th Armoured Division.  The Signals provided battlefield communication, 
maintaining and operating the telecommunication equipment. 
 
In February 1941 Rommel’s panzer divisions arrived in North Africa.  In April the 
German advance began.  Within days, the Allied forces were pushed out of Libya 
back into Egypt.   
 
On 18th November, the 7th Armoured Division was involved in ‘Operation 
Crusader’, a two–pronged attack on Libya, crossing the border and taking the 
airfield at Sidi Rezegh. However, support did not arrive until 20th November, by 
which time the German forces had taken the nearby ridge and, supported by a 
large number of tanks, attacked the airfield the following day.  After two days of 
heavy fighting, the British Forces withdrew to await reinforcements. 
 
On 29th November Frank’s unit was 
moving to protect the New Zealanders 
from an attack at El Duda.  They were 
attacked en route and suffered huge 
losses of both men and tanks.  Frank 
Wilfred McToldridge died, aged 25, and 
is buried in Halfaya Solum War 
Cemetery in Egypt, near the Libyan 
border.  His name is in the Dover 
Grammar School for Boys Book of 
Remembrance. 


