
World War One 
 

Bean, Charles  
Private, No. G/2789 

 
Died 29th September 
1915 and now buried 
in Carvin Communal 
Cemetery, grave 
reference II A 1.  
Carvin Communal 
Cemetery is actually 
the civil cemetery for 
the town of Carvin, not 
far from Lille (Lesquin) 
Airport.  It is also the 

site of a large German military cemetery, and it is worth 
comparing the pristine, regimented British headstones with the 
black, sombre German graves; there is no German equivalent 
of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, consequently 
German cemeteries have no planting as British or 
Commonwealth cemeteries do, giving a mournful air that 
contrasts quite sharply.  Carvin Cemetery is on the northern 
edge of town, yet within the ring. road and not signposted 
(except to the German part).  It is a large, very Gothic 
cemetery with just a small area of British headstones.  Grave 
visited 27th April 2014, shown left with Poppy Cross from 
Whitfield Parish Council 
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Butterfield, Albert Edward George  
Gunner, No. 169047 
 
Died 7th June 1917 and now 
buried at Railway Dugouts Burial 
Ground, grave reference VII M 13.  
Railway Dugouts Burial Ground, 
as the name would suggest, is 
located immediately by the railway 
line that runs south-west from the 
Belgian town of Ypres (Ieper), 
situated some 6kms from the Lille 
Gate in the southwest of the town.  
Although now a peaceful setting, 
this cemetery was bombed during 
World War 2 and a number of 
casualties had to be reburied 
unidentified: this led to several 
headstones being carved with the phrase “believed to be 
buried in this cemetery”.  Gunner Butterfield’s grave was not 
one affected by this.  Grave visited 26th April 2014, shown left 
with Poppy Cross from Whitfield Parish Council. 
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Butterfield, Alfred John 
Trooper, No. 1409 
 
Died 3rd May 1917, no known grave.  His name is recorded on 
the Arras Memorial to The Missing in Arras, Bay 1.  The Arras 
Memorial in the southwest of the city is located on a busy road 
near the Citadel; although a busy road, the Memorial and 
Cemetery are protected from traffic noise by a large wall on 
which the panels with the names of the missing are carved and 
landscaping which gives a feeling of tranquillity throughout.  
This is situated on the site of a former French military 
cemetery.  Memorial visited 26th April 2014 and Poppy Cross 
dedicated to him left at the foot of the panel on which his name 
is carved.  A photograph of the bay is shown left. 
 
Sadly, Trooper Butterfield was the younger brother of Gunner 
Albert Butterfield (previous page) who was killed in action just 
a month later, in the Ypres Salient whilst serving with the 
Royal Field Artillery. 
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Carswell, William 
Private, No. 73515 

 
Died 28th March 1918, no known grave.  His name is recorded 
on the Pozières Memorial, just outside the village of Pozières 
on the Somme Battlefield, Panel 52-54.   This memorial is 
close to the Thiepval Memorial, Lutyens’ magnificent ‘outdoor 
cathedral’ which is among the most visited of all the World War 
1 memorials.  Pozières Memorial is set on panels of Portland 
stone which surround the colonnaded cemetery of the same 
name, containing some 14,000 British and Commonwealth 
graves.  In common with all CWGC cemeteries, it is kept in 
immaculate condition by full-time gardeners who maintain it to 
the highest standards.  Memorial visited 26th April 2014 and 
Poppy Cross dedicated to him left at the foot of the panel on 
which his name is carved. 
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Davies, Wallace James  
Private, No. 171864 
 
Died 4th November 1918, 
just one week before the 
Armistice, and buried in 
Cross Roads Cemetery, 
grave reference I.A.22.  
Cross Roads Cemetery is 
in remote countryside near 
the village of Fontaine-au-
Bois, southeast of 
Cambrai.  Cross Roads 
Cemetery, unusually, has no wall around it and is 
immaculately kept with masses of lavender planted all around 

the Stone of Remembrance.  It 
contains some 750 British casualties, 
most of whom died in the closing days 
of the Great War.  Grave visited 3rd 
July 2014 and a wooden Poppy Cross 
from Whitfield Parish Council laid on it.  
Private Wallace’s name is recorded on 
the war memorial tablet in St Peter’s 
Church, where he was married to 
Florence Parsons in June 1918, and 
also on Eythorne War Memorial, his 
father having been a miner in 
Tilmanstone Colliery at that time. 
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Files, George  
Able Seaman, No 2034741 

 
Died 12th October 
1915, no known 
grave, and his name 
is now recorded on 

Chatham Naval Memorial, Panel 9.  Aged 32 at the time of his 
death, George Files lied about his age when he volunteered 
for the Royal Navy in 1889 as a boy entrant.  His vessel, Frons 
Olivae, was assigned to patrol the Dover Strait and on 12th 
October 1915 she struck a mine off North Foreland and sank 
with the loss of all hands.  His body was never recovered and, 
since his home port was Chatham, he is recorded on the 
imposing and beautiful Memorial overlooking the town and 
surrounding countryside. 
 
Chatham Naval Memorial was visited on 20th July 2014 and a 
wooden poppy cross placed at the base of Panel 9 in memory 
of AB Files. 
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Gee, Frederick William Thomas      
Stoker 1

st
 Class, No K/338 

 
Died 15th October 1914, no 
known grave, and his name is 
now recorded on Chatham Naval 
Memorial, Panel 5.  Fred Gee 
enlisted in the Royal Navy in 
1908 for a period of 12 years and 
was based in Chatham, serving 
aboard HMS Lord Nelson, HMS 
Vulcan and finally aboard HMS 
Hawke, an ‘Edgar’ Class cruiser 
that was torpedoed in the North 
Sea by U-9.  Of the complement 
of almost 600 aboard the ship, 
only 70 survived.  Fred Gee’s 
body was never recovered. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Chatham Naval Memorial was visited on 20th July 2014 and a 
wooden poppy cross placed at the base of Panel 5 in memory 
of Sto. 1 Gee. 
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Lawrence, Henry William (Jnr)  
Ordinary Seaman, No J/29598 
 

Died 27th April 1916, 
no known grave, and 
his name is now 
recorded on Chatham 

Naval Memorial, Panel 16.  Henry William Lawrence Jnr was 
the nephew of Henry William Lawrence (previous entry) who is 
buried at Hasler Royal Naval Cemetery at Gosport.  He joined 
the Royal Navy as a fifteen year-old Boy entrant and was 
promoted to Ordinary Seaman on his sixteenth birthday.  On 
December 31st 1914 he joined HMS Russell, a ‘Duncan’ Class 
battleship based at Sheerness, which struck two mines off the 

coast of Malta on 27th April 
1916.  It sank slowly, 
allowing many to escape, but 
along with another 124 of the 
ship’s company, Henry 
Lawrence died and his body 
was never recovered. 
 
Chatham Naval Memorial 
was visited on 20th July 2014 
and a wooden poppy cross 
placed at the base of Panel 
16 in memory of OS 
Lawrence. 
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Marsh, Albert   
Private, No. G/8168 
 

Died 30th September 
1915 and now buried 
at Étaples Military 
Cemetery, grave 
reference IV.H.8A.   
Étaples Military 
Cemetery is located 
on the Étaples – 
Boulogne road, and is 
a huge area 
containing some 
10,700 graves, all 

British.  All the headstones face the sea, looking towards 
England.  It is a peaceful place interspersed with tall pine trees 
and surrounded by woods,  beautifully landscaped into a small 
hillside with a Portland stone entrance framed by two large 
towers.  Grave visited 27th April 2014, shown above with 
Poppy Cross from Whitfield Parish Council. 
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Marsh, Charles                                        
Private, No. G/5206 
 
Died 28th September 1915 and now 
buried at Lapugnoy Military 
Cemetery, grave reference I C 29.  
Lapugnoy Military Cemetery is to 
be found high on a hillside just 
outside the town of Lapugnoy, near 
the mining town of Béthune.  The 
cemetery is on the edge of 
farmland with a dense bluebell 
wood along one side and is 
accessed from a farm track, 
situated some 200m from the road.  It 
is sad to note that Charles Marsh 
and Albert Marsh (above) were brothers who lived at Pineham 
and died within two days of one another.  Grave visited 27th 
April 2014, shown left with Poppy Cross from Whitfield Parish 
Council. 
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Marsh, Frederick James                             

Stoker, No. K25507 
 
Died 23rd December 1917, no known grave, and his name is 

now recorded on 
Chatham Naval 
Memorial, Panel 24.  
He enlisted in the 
Royal Navy on 19th 
April 1915 and 

Chatham appointed as his home port.  He served aboard HMS 
Dido and HMS Myngs before being transferred to HMS 
Torrent, an ‘R’ Class destroyer, which struck a mine off the 
Dutch coast.  Along with two other destroyers who struck 
mines in the same minefield, HMS Torrent was lost with a total 
loss of 252 men.  One of these was Frederick Marsh, and his 
body was never recovered. 
 
Chatham Naval Memorial was visited on 20th July 2014 and a 
wooden poppy cross placed at the base of Panel 16 in 
memory of OS Lawrence. 
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Richards, Edward Kelsey  
Lance Serjeant, No. G/17552 
 
Died 11th September 1916 and now buried at Heilly Station 
Cemetery, grave reference IV C 26.  Heilly Station Cemetery is 
in a remote rural location south-west of the town of Albert; 
Heilly was a casualty station some way distant from the 
Somme battlefield.  Lance Serjeant Richards (please note the 
archaic spelling of his rank) was wounded in battle on 10th 
September 1916 and died from his wounds next day.   As well 
as his Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone at 
Heilly Station, he is also remembered as Edward Kelsey in St 
Peter’s Church, Whitfield, where a memorial plaque was 
placed after the war by his parents.  Grave visited 26th April 
2014, shown left with Poppy Cross from Whitfield Parish 
Council.  His grave is shared with another casualty, Pte James 
Haley.  It was common practice at that time for the Army to 
bury their dead two to a grave, especially near field hospitals 
where timely burial was important in the fight against disease. 
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Sheppard/Shepherd, Reginald 
No details known 
 
The two spellings shown locally for Reginald Sheppard or 
Shepherd reflect the uncertainty surrounding him: research by 
many people using several different media has been unable to 
yield any personal details concerning him and we have been 
unable to place him anywhere with any degree of certainty 
sufficient to list his particulars here.  What is certain is that he 
is named on both the memorial plaques in Whitfield, at St 
Peter’s Church and the United Reform Church (formerly the 
Congregational Church).  The confusion about his name 
seems to have been evident as early as 1920 when the latter 
plaque was unveiled.  In the absence of a definitive spelling 
and in consultation with both bodies, Whitfield Parish Council 
has decided to list his name on the new war memorial as 
Reginald Shepherd.  Truly, he may be considered as 
Whitfield’s ‘Unknown Warrior’.   The picture is of an unknown 
soldier’s grave, taken in Mr Shepherd’s honour at Le Cateau 
Military Cemetery on 3rd July 2014.  
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The Soldier 
 
If I should die, think only this of me: 
    That there's some corner of a foreign field 
That is forever England. There shall be 
    In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made 
aware, 
    Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to 
roam, 
A body of England's, breathing English air, 
    Washed by the rivers, blest by the suns of 
home. 

 
Rupert Brooke 
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World War Two 
 

Anson, Harold Victor 
Flight Sergeant, No. 1257553 
 
Died 3rd August 1942 when his Armstrong Whitworth Whitley 
of 51 Squadron, based at RAF Chivenor in Devon, was lost 
over the Bay of Biscay on a routine maritime reconnaissance 
patrol, presumed shot down 
by enemy action.  His body, 
along with those of the rest of 
the crew, was never 
recovered and his name is 
recorded on Panel 77 of the 
Royal Air Force memorial at 
Runnymede in Surrey. 
 
The Runnymede memorial is a peaceful location, the 
quadrilateral building set around a central courtyard where the 
Stone of Remembrance is adorned with poppy wreaths and 
other tributes.  Set atop Cooper’s Hill overlooking the flood 
plain of the River Thames, this special place is immortalised in 
poetry in Sir John Denham’s Cooper’s Hill, but more especially 
in Alexander Pope’s epic poem Windsor Forest: “On Cooper's 
Hill eternal wreaths shall grow, While lasts the mountain, or 
while Thames shall flow”.  The words have an eerie, 
predetermined feel to them, so appropriate for the memorial 
that was built there more than 200 years after the poem was 
written.  Memorial visited 14th June 2014, and a Poppy Cross 
from Whitfield Parish Council placed there.   
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Densham, Ronald Richard  
Flight Lieutenant,  No. 121088 
 
Shot down and killed in action on 7th June 1944 (D-Day +1), 
and now buried at Bayeux Military Cemetery, grave reference 
XXVI. B. 15 (joint grave).  Bayeux is the largest British Military 
Cemetery in Normandy and the focal point for remembrance of 
the D-Day campaign.  Dominated by the large Gothic 
cathedral, Bayeux Military Cemetery stands apart from the 
Bayeux Memorial by way of a road that splits the two; as part 
of the events set to mark the centenary of the outbreak of 
World War One, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
have, in 2014, replaced every one of the 4,144 headstones to 
Commonwealth service personnel with brand new marble 
stone.  Flt Lt Densham is buried in a joint grave with his co-
pilot, Flying Officer HW Ellis a short distance behind the 
massive Cross of Sacrifice to the rear of the cemetery.  Grave 
visited 31st May 2014, shown here with Poppy Cross from 
Whitfield Parish Council. 
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Goldfinch, William Lacey                  
Serjeant, No. 954859 
 
Died 26th July 1944 from wounds sustained on or shortly after 
D-Day (6th June 1944) and now buried in Douvres La 
Délivrande Military Cemetery, Normandy, grave reference IV. 
E. 7.  As well as being commemorated on the new Whitfield 
war memorial, Serjeant Goldfinch is also commemorated on 
Dover war memorial in front of Maison Dieu House.  Douvres 
La Délivrande is a sizeable town some 2 miles inland from 
Sword Beach, which is where 76th Field Regiment, Royal 
Artillery, (Sgt. Goldfinch’s regiment) landed on D-Day.  The 
military cemetery is on the south side of the town on the Caen 
Road and separated from the large civilian cemetery by a thick 
hedge.  Grave visited 31st May 2014, and a Poppy Cross from 
Whitfield Parish Council placed there.  The photo shows the 
view from Sgt. Goldfinch’s headstone looking towards the 
Cross of Sacrifice. 
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Hopkins, William Henry    
Trinity House Pilot 
 
Died 19th December 1940, no known grave, and his name is 
now recorded on the Tower Hill Memorial, London EC3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Tower Hill Memorial is located in Trinity Square, directly 
between Trinity House and the Tower of London.  William 
Hopkins was a Cinque Ports Pilot, assigned to take MV Arinia 
through the Dover Strait to 
the Isle of Grain.  Whilst at 
anchor off Southend, 
awaiting the  sea lock gates 
to be opened, the ship’s First 
Officer ordered the engines 
to be cut, thus shutting down 
the shipboard anti-magnetic 
system.  The ship was struck 
by a mine and exploded, 
killing all 60 men aboard 
instantly.  No bodies were 
ever recovered from the 
scene.  Memorial visited 20th 
July 2014 and a Poppy 
Cross from Whitfield Parish 
Council placed near the 
panel. 
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McToldridge, Frank Wilfred  
Signalman, No 2337392 
 
Died 29th November 1941, and now buried in Halfaya Sollum 
War Cemetery, Egypt, grave reference XX.B.5.  Halfaya 
Sollum War Cemetery is located 12kms southeast of the 
Libya/Egypt border a short distance inland from the 
Mediterranean Sea.  It is located in a politically and militarily 
sensitive areaand this, plus the distance, has made a visit by 
any Whitfield Parish Council representative impossible, as yet, 
and the photograph shown is a library photograph taken a few 
years ago. 
 
Frank McToldridge served with 7th Armoured Brigade, Royal 
Corps of Signals, and died when enemy action took a heavy 
toll on his unit at Halfaya Pass, the scene of heavy fighting 
near where the cemetery is located.  Photographs show the 
sandy cemetery, in keeping with other cemeteries visited in 
Egypt, to be beautifully maintained with flora native to the 
region.  Whitfield Parish Council has requested the Military 

Attaché in the Alexandria British 
Consulate to visit the grave on its 
behalf when a visit is next made to 
the cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph courtesy of The War 
Graves Photographic Project 
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High Flight 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth 
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered 
wings; 
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling 
mirth 
Of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred 
things 
You have not dreamed of — wheeled and 
soared and swung 
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there, 
I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung 
My eager craft through footless halls of air. . .  

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy 
grace 
Where never lark, or ever eagle flew — 
And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod 
The high untrespassed sanctity of space, 
Put out my hand, and touched the face of God. 

John Gillespie Magee 

 
 


