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Whitfield Parish Council objection to siting the Inland Border Facility at Whitfield and Guston. 

February 2021 

Whitfield Parish Council object to siting the Inland Border Facility on this site at Whitfield and Guston, 
and are not satisfied that the application should be dealt with by a Special Development Order (SDO) as 
this does not allow sufficient opportunity for public comment, nor does it enable access to, or 
discussion on, all the necessary documents that should be made available for comment during normal 
meaningful consultation. 

The current information available is insufficient to give a comprehensive response to this consultation, 
but the following points all need to be satisfactorily addressed and taken into account, before any 
application can be considered:  

1. It is not known what other sites have been considered and there is no information on any other 
sites, if any were considered. There is no  detail of the justification that has been used for choosing 
this site at Whitfield and Guston rather than other suitable sites. While such a facility may well be 
required under post EU new arrangements, there is no information on why this site has been 
chosen, or if it is the most suitable site for reasons other than convenience or cost. 

2. The Operational Management Plan and Construction Management Plan must be made available for 
this consultation for public comment. 

3. The Environmental Effects Report are not part of this consultation. Given that the amenity of local 
residents are likely to be adversely affected by noise, light and air pollution this must be available 
for comment. 

4. Studies are being undertaken on environmental impact and presumably to determine if protected 
species are affected, but there is no information on mitigation for the general wildlife and 
environment.  

5. All Trees, Hedgerows and under planting on the site must be retained and protected. Any planting 
around the perimeter must be of native species and of benefit to wildlife. A full arboreal survey is 
required. 

6. It is not acceptable that the site will exclude wildlife whilst operating and restore it after use. Detail 
on effective wildlife mitigation measures are required covering the period of the operating life of 
the site. 

7. The General Arrangement Plan does not show separate areas parking of Hazardous Goods Vehicles 
or areas where refrigerated lorries will be able to plug into a separate electrical supply for silent 
running of the units. 

8. There are no details of the safety measures that will be in place for hazardous goods while on site 
and measures to prevent the possible unintended combining of such substances to become 
dangerously volatile through damage of containment or in the event of fire or explosion. 

9. The reports from the Environment Agency and/or Health and Safety Executive not available for this 
consultation for public comment. 

10. The site plan does not indicate how the layout will accommodate predominantly forward 
movement of HGVs on site, to prevent noise nuisance from over regular sounding of vehicle 
reversing audible warnings. 

11. There are no details of the mitigation measures that are to be used to prevent noise expected from 
forklifts operating on site such, as engine noise and audible reversing warnings.  
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12. A Planning condition will be required to state that the site will never be used as a lorry park for 
traffic management when there are Port delays and to ensure that vehicles leaving the site during 
such disruption will be directed away from the area, rather than parking up in nearby lay-bys and 
roads. 

13. A Planning condition will be required to state that the site will obliged to take immediate and 
effective action when there are delays at the Port, to prevent gridlock on local roads and the A2.  

14. The site capacity is for 550 HGV, but documents do not state the expected average turnaround time 
or, how many  total HGV movements a day are expected in and out of the site. 

15. The documents do not state the expected total vehicle movements per day for site staff. 

16. A Planning condition will be required to state that the results of the regular monitoring and 
reporting of traffic effects will be passed on to DDC and the affected Parish Councils for comment. 

17. The use is anticipated for 5 years, but the land will remain the property of the Government. 
Safeguards are required to prevent using the land for other purposes after 5 years. A Planning 
condition will be required to state that the site will be returned to Greenfield at the end of the 5 
year period and that sufficient funding is set aside for this purpose. 

18. If planning applications are made after 5 years for other uses, then the future applicant must be 
prevented from using the site's use as an IBF as a precedent to justify other use. The current 
application for this site is specifically for temporary use and so must not be used in this way at a 
later stage.  

19. A Planning condition will be required to state that the Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) and the 
North Downs Way National Trail that pass through the site must have the Diversions in place before 
any further works are carried out on the site to ensure continuity of access to the countryside and 
unimpeded use of these footpaths / byways. 

20. Safety features must be put in place to guarantee any fuel, oil, or cargo leaks and spillages do not 
affect and contaminate the land and do not seep into the water table. This area is a water source 
for domestic water supply extraction. The site must have sufficient bunding to contain any likely 
spillages. 

21. Lorry engine idling is prohibited on site, so measures must be put in place to maintain temperatures 
in Refrigerated lorries to ensure there is no noise pollution of the environment from self contained 
refrigeration units. 

22. Measures must be put in place to prevent HGVs using the Fastrack bus road beyond the site 
entrance and exit. This must consist of appropriate signage (lorries prohibited, and right turn only 
out of the site), along with the exit being designed to physically allow only right turn out of the site, 
using traffic islands and bollards. 

23. Documents state that;“During processing, drivers must remain on the site”; and that “To limit risks 
from the Covid-19 virus, drivers will spend a limited time on site" but does not state if the site will 
be a secure area, or will drivers be permitted to leave site to go to the local amenities if they are 
delayed beyond the time taken for processing. Delays due to there being problems with the load or 
the paperwork.  

24. The indicated rest and Welfare facilities for drivers are very basic; hot and cold running water, 
toilets, hand cleaning facilities and provision of drinking water. Facilities must exceed the minimum 
Welfare requirements stipulated under UK Health and Safety Legislation and, unless drivers are 
expected to go off site for meals and other provision, there must be adequate on-site facilities for 
food preparation or food purchase, showering, and to enable drivers to carry out their statutory rest 
breaks.  


